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| N the Straits Times 
of Mar. 17, it wa 
reported that S.A.T.A.'s 
chief was of the opi- 


nion that disadvantag- 
es of widespread B.C.G. 
administration would 
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ROLE OF 
| HEALTHY 
OPPOSITIO. 


‘ere Wan Fa 
(S.T. March 11 
related some inter: 
facts, I still dis 
with her views re 
ing the role of ap « 
sition 

My chief aim jis 
to deiend the Pi 
stand on mublti-iir 
ism but to question 
Faridah’s general t 

She says that th 
an opposition is 
cesSary in a den 
it should go abo 
business In a dip 
tic and tactful ways 

I do not know 
tactful and diplo 
an opposition cal 
when one of its 
tions is to focus 
tention on the Gx 
ment’s failures and 
conduct, just as it 
tural for Governme 
concentrate only ©; 
achievements, 
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for the opposition 
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constitutionally 

f agree with 
Faridah that the 
jiance is the ha 
multi-racial party 
Malaya but it does 
necessarily follow 
cone should not su 
an opposition 
Just because the 
liance is so strong 
recessary to have a: 
position to rest 
as otherwise’ it 
develop eguistic 
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cerntry should = not 
left without I 


natives if the 
party shoulda fail u 
Another useful | 
tion of an oppo 
is to act as whets! 
to the party 
power, The opps 
will spur the 1 
party into action 
Is there any res} 
sible party on the 
position side to ft 
this vital role ard 
convince the pi 
that its efforts are 
so directed towards 
tional unity and 
lavan welfare? 
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- ADVANTAGES 
OUTWEIGH 


DISADVANTAGES 


pr the Straits Times 
reported od that S.A‘T-A’'s 
reported tl .T.A.’s 
chief was of the opi- 
' that disadvantag- 
es of wide B.C.G. 
administration would 
outweigh the advan- 

see Pd application of 
BEG. on contacts of 


fa and employed in SATA, 
- fine falls to understand 
tk a 


_ tended 
ae oe See nega- 


tt it is considered to be 
a serious setback to the 
diagnosis of tuberculosis, 
why. employ it at all in 
SATA? 


Control of tuberculosis is 
@ public health problem for 
which Singapore should be 
considered as @ — hr 

a f 


family of one an 
pore with a great 
number of its members 


suff rom infectious 
teogecanai. 


All the children aving. on 
this island in the mi of 
highly endemic disease, 
being part and parcel of 
this great family become 
contacts of tuberculosis at 
one time or the other and 
should be treated as such. 
The very fact that the 
majority of our population 
reacts positively to tuber- 
etilin by the time it reaches 
the age of 20 years sup- 
ports this concept. 
Argument to the effect 


test. for tuberculosis 
has hardly any practical 
‘asis from the point of 
wiew of public health. 

A may come 
across time to time 
odd eases which pose diag- 
nostic eimplyv be- 
eause. the patients had had 





B.C.G. in the past. But 
sweeping tion on 
h score condemnin 

widespread application o 

B.C.G. sounds unrealistic 

and does not serve the 

health interests of the peo- 
ple of Singapore. 


Immunity conferred by 
B.C.G, may not be absolute, 
nevertheless, the protec- 
tion given by it to the re- 
lative undernourished 
and poorly housed children 
in a y endemic tuber- 

ulosis is a well 


established fact. 

I hold no brief for any 
political party, but I feel 
that. in this part of the 
world, protection of all our 
children from thousands of 
florid cases of tuberculosis 
is of far greater importance 
than withholding B.C.G. 
for the sake of diagnostic 
jugglery on a few obscure 
and intriguing cases who 
are not imthe least a 
menace to society. 


Dr. Z. N. KADRI 
University of Malaya. 


Cambridge Examination 
does not fulfil 
certain requirements 


E large number of stu- 

dents passing the 
Cambridge School Certi- 
ficate @xaminations yearly 
must engage the attention 
of our educationists, lead- 
ers of commerce and indus- 
try and our Assemblymen. 


The Cambridge School 
Certificate awarded on the 
basis of a “group qualifica- 
tion” in a number of sub- 
jects does not prepare stu- 
dents for direct entry into 
professional examinations 
as required by professione! 
bodies and business con- 
cerns. 


lfeithe: does the “group 
qualification” fit int> the 
requirements of a_ higher 
academic education. 

In practice universities 
conduct their own entrance 
éxaminations on the basis 
of thrice passes at the or- 
dinary level and two passes 
at the acvanced ievel in a 
total of five subjects in the 
School Certificate 


This being the case, 
would the Ministry of Edu- 
eation consider scrapping 
the Cambridge School Cer- 
tificate Txamination. 

In my view the General 
Certificate of Education 
would serve a better pur- 


pose in preparing students 
for academic or technical 
training. 

The Singapore Polytech- 
nic is the local centre for 
G.E.C. examinations con- 
ducted by the Associated 
Examining Board of U.K. 

While it would be ideal 
for the University of Malaya 
to conduct G.E.C, examina. 
tions this would not be fea- 
sible for some time to come. 

However, I am _ certain 
that the G.E.C. examina- 
tions of U.K. carried out on 
an extended basis would 
prove beneficial to the stu- 
dents in particular and to 
Singapore generally 
Singapore, PROSPECTUS 


THE FUNDAND 
MR. THOMAS 


principal theme of 
Mr. Francis Thomas’ 
statement.is that if he had 
made public the receipt of 
funds from abroad by. the 
Labour Front the govern- 
ment would have fallen. 
This does not answer the 
question why he continued 
to remain in office in view 
of what he had discovered. 
POW BOON CHIN 
Singapore. 


TEACHING 


MALAY IN 
CHINESE 
SCHOOLS 


N your editoriai (3.T. Mar. 

14), On teaching of Malay 
in Chinese schoois you 
state that “A Malay teacner 
is at a disadvantage in in- 
structing Chinese students 
unless he has some under- 
Standing of Chinese as 
well.” . 

You appear to believe that 
Malay words and sentences 
should be translated by the 
teacher in Chinese schools, 
when a difficulty arises. 
This view contradicts the 
entire system of English 
education in this country 
No Chinese, Indian, or 
Malay pupil in any stand- 
ard in an English school 
here gets any words trans- 
lated into his mother ton- 
gue. It is just the direct 
method of acting and show- 
ing things in English sen- 
tences which at the end 
produces a young man or 
a young woman fit to con- 
tinue studies in an English 
university, later. 

In the lower standards 
there must be only Malay 
teachers in non- Malay 
Schools to teach the na- 
tional language. They 
would give a good grounding 
in proper pronunciation of 
words. The meaning should 
be gathered by the punils 
by looking at and saying 
things. 

But in the higher stand- 
ards. I believe. the pupils 
should be taught by some 
one who knows their lan- 
guage Well. to be able to 
exvolain the significance of 
prefixes and suffixes which 
abound in the Malay lan- 
fuage and cause change in 
the meanine of words 

For examoule nearly every- 
one knows the meaning of 
satu but not many know 
what mMenyuatikan means 
The latter word in bazaar 
Malav would be bikin-satu 
or unite 

In English schools. in 
the upper standards where 
the pupils know Fnelish 
Well. Malay should be 
taught by their own teach- 
ers who have studied the 
Malav language well. But 
the Malay teachers shonila 
continue to teach in the 
lower standards for proper 
nronunctation. 


K. Lumpur. T S. DHAMY 
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ROLE OF 
HEALTHY 


OPPOSITION 


OUGH Wan Farid 

(S.T. Mareh 11) hs 
related some jinteresti: 
facts. 1 . still disagr«: 
with her views regar: 
ing the role of an opp. 


sition 

My chief aim is oni 
to delend the P.PP. 
stand on miulti-linguai 
ism but to question Wa.an 
Faridah’s general thesi- 

She says that though 
an opposition is on 
ecessary in a dem crac 
it should go about i 
business in a  diplom. 
tic and tactful way 

I deo not know 
tactful and diplomati: 
an opposition can be 
when one of its fun 
tions is to focus ai 
tention on the Govern 
ment’s failures and mi: 
conduct, just as it is na 
tural for Government to 
cencentrate only on its 
achievements. 

It is oftem necessary 
for the opposition to in- 
dulge in extreme poiiti- 
cal campaigns and we 
cannot blame it, so 
long as it is conducted 
constitutionally. 

é agree with 
Faridah that the Al- 
liance is the largest 
multi-racial party = in 
Malaya but it does not 
necessarily follow that 
one should not support 
an opposition par‘ 
Just because the ..!- 
liance is so strong, it is 
necessary to have an op 
Position to restrain 
as otherwise it may 
develop egcistic ten- 
dencies. A democratic 
country should not be 
left without alter- 
natives if -the ruling 
party should fail us 

Another useful func- 
tion of an _ opposition 
is to act as whetstone 
to the party in 
power. The opposition 
will spur the ruling 
party into action 

is there any respon- 
sible party on the op- 


how 


Wan 


position side to fulfil 
this vital role and to 
convince the public 


that its efforts are al- 
so directed towards na- 
tional unity and Ma- 





layan welfare? 
P. A. ABDUL RASHEED 
Sungei Rengam. 








$300,000 
SECRET 


AM grateful to you (0! 

giving space to my 
statement regarding M! 
Chew Swee Kee. 

There is however 
correction that ought 
be made. The penultimat« 
sentence of my stateme! 
was: 

“IT had then no_ sect 
agreement with the PA! 
and I have none now. 

Your printer, in settin+t 
up his type, obviously drop- 
ped one line. so thal 
the sentence as publishec 
by you read: “I had the! 
ho secret and I have non 
now” This is obvious non 
sense. At the end of 1% 
I had a secret, a $300,00” 
secret; and the object © 
my statement was to (te: 
your readers about it 
should not like your read 
ers to think that I ta 
nonsense unnecessarily. 


FRANCIS THOMAS 


Assembly House, 
Singapore. 
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The Final — 


}and 


e 
Meeting | 
| 
Today's meeting of the 
Singapore Assembly, its last 


| 


before dissolution, promises, 
or rather threatens, .to be | 
the most tumultuous 

legislature’s four | 
eventful years. Mr. Lee| 
Choon Eng is calling for a| 
Commission of Inquiry to 
investigate the case of the 
now notorious Income 


one of 
in the 


Tax | 
File No. 47909/GS, access to 
which gave the P.A.P. the 
vital information for its half 
million dollar attack upon 
Mr. Chew Swee Kee and 
the Singapore People’s | 
Alliance. On the same order 
paper is Mr. Lee Kuan 
Yew’s motion calling for the 
immediate resignation of the 
Government and the holding 
of general elections, “in view 
of the public disgust and 
loss of public confidence in 
the Government as a result 
of recent disclosures.” No- 
one doubts that all the 
bitterness and hate in recent 
weeks will be given a 
sharper edge in the debates 
on these two motions. 

The motive for the P.A.P. 
demand for immediate re- 
signation is plain enough, 
pointless though it may 
appear in view of the fact 
that the May deadline for 
the elections leaves the 
Government only a few weeks 
of caretaker activity, What 
good or ill — certainly ill 
in the eyes of the P.A.P. — 


can the Government do in 
this brief interval? A great 
deal, if the deep. distrust 


in which P.A.P. holds the 
Government can be taken as 


valid. Mr. Lee Kuan Yew 
has made no secret of his 
suspicions, particularly in 
the debate on the Elections 


Ordinance when he insisted 
that the Chief Secretary and 
the police should play referee 
in the election battle. His 
resignation motion, based on 
the premise that the Govern- 
ment cannot be trusted for 
even a day, provides him 
with fresh opportunity to 
lower the S.P.A. and _ its 
leaders in the estimation of 
the electorate. He would be 
a very surprised man _ if 
his motion was carried. 

But all the bitter things 
that will be said on both 
sides of the House today — 


and possibly tomorrow _ if 
more debating time is 
required — should not be 


allowed to obscure a highly 
important issue raised by the 
S.P.A. motion on Tax File 
No. 47909/GS. Investigation, 
is being sought “in view 
of the leakage of secret 
income tax information as 
evidenced in the Assembly 
debate on March 4, and in 
view of the resulting public 
anxiety regarding the safety 
of all the secret or con- 
fidential information about 
the general public entrusted 
to the Income Tax Depart- 
ment.” If public confidence 
in the secrecy of incume tax 


| only 
| The 
|whether a 
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entitled to it, then the 
public wili expect him to be 
punished. But more is in- 
volved in this than the 
conduct of one individual, or 
a breach of the regulations. 
What distinguishes the 
of File No 47909 
ordinary irregular 

breaches of 
is that the secret 
leaked out 
content, and 
for political 
question this 
civil servant can 
be held to be justified if 


case 
from 
conduct | 
regulation 
information 
political in 
could be used 
purposes 
raises is 


was 


he pleads that his political | 
conscience forced him to} 
break the regulations, A| 


political party which accepts | 
this plea wants a_ political | 
civil service. | 
—Straits Times, Mar. 18. 


The Hidden 
Fear 


debate on 
for the 


The 


calling 


the motion 
Singapore 


hold a_ general election at 
once, could scarcely 
failed to have been dramatic 
even although it was clear the 
motion would be lost. But 
at the end of some emotional 
exchanges, principally between 
the mover of the resolution, 
Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, and 
the Chief Minister, Tun Lim 
Yew Hock, it still was not 


apparent — other than for 
electioneering reasons — why 
the People’s Action Party 


had attached such importance 
to the motion. There were 
dark hints from Mr. Lee of 
the possibility of something 
happening in the two and a 
half months still left to Tun 
Lim’s Government. Indeed 
Mr. Lee used the word “fear”. 
It was a fear so Sinister 
he could not bring himself 
to disclose it, but inferentially 
it was to be presumed that 
P.A.P.’s leaders lie awake at 
night waiting for the special 
branch knock, or that they 
believe the Chief Minister 
will decide on his own 
account that there will be 
no elections and no risk of 
a change of government. 

In winding up the debate, 
Mr. Lee Kuan Yew remarked 
that the Government had had 
its chance in 1957 to strike 
P.A.P. down, a chance not 
taken, and an_ opportunity 
now irretrievably lost. If 
thought of proscription was 
in fact the real undisclosed 
fear behind the motion, then 


quite obviously Mr. Lee 
was only playing at being 
frightened. But his obser- 
vations on the 1957 crisis 
in the party’s affairs, when 
five of its newly elected 


executive were arrested on 
suspicion of subversion, were 
not without interest. Possibly 
Mr. Lee did not mean to 
give the impression that had 
the party then been pro- 
scribed as a Communist 
Front organisation he could 
have found little to say in 
its defence, Yet that was 
the conclusion he invited. 
The P.A.P. is now pure 
and refined, non-Communist 
and Singapore’s last hope of 
democracy, Mr. Lee Kuan 
Yew made the claim in 
almost those words, and 











information is 
seriously damaged, 
gation is necessary. And if 
it is discovered that an 
official has leaked secret 
information to quarters not 


investi- 


not to be} 


perhaps it was only the 
jintervention of the Speaker 
|— who had frequently to 
|drag Assemblymen, including 
{the Deputy Speaker, back 
to the substance of the 


|House of 
|Lee and his colleagues intend 
ito deal 


ithreat to democracy in Singa- 


- | #&R 

| asserted, 
| Governor who saved P.A.P 
| {rom 


| then still less need the party 


have | 


motion —- which deprived the 


hearing how Mr. 


with the Communist 
threat. It is a subject which | 
Mr. Lee may develop at 
the next Sunday P.A.P. rally 


Or he may not Having | 
insisted yesterday on the 
|party’s non-Communism, he 
warned that the Communists 

he appeared to include | 
among them some _§ forme: 
| colleagues are dedicated 


demons 
great 


men who work like 


and who are still the 


pore. If P.A.P. were snuffed 
out, the battle would be 
lost, for only P.A.P. and 


P.A.P.’s5 methods can defeat 
Communism, At this pro- 
mising, and now tantalising, 
point the Speaker intervened. 
is true, as Mr. Lee 

that it was the 





being banned in 1957, 


be afraid of proscription on 
|virtually the eve of 


|colonial authorities 


colonialist plots, though it is a 
tribute which can be with- 
drawn when the circumstances 
require a_ different — story. 
Altogether P.A.P. has had a 
much better deal from the 
great enemy, and from its 


political opponents, than it 
cares to admit. The other 
essential weakness in the 


P.A.P. case was the suggestion 
that it would not matter if, 
for a while, Singapore was 
without a government. It is 
an odd appreciation of con- 
stitutional and democratic 
practice. 

The _ essential 
is a peaceful and _ orderly 
election. Mr. Ede was first 
to make the point, and the 
Chief Minister both welcomed 
it and made his own position 
clear by a moderately graceful 
retraction (and explanation) 
of his unfortunate threat in 
the Assembly a fortnight ago 
to match dirty politics with 
dirty politics. The conduct of 
the elections will be in 
official, non-political hands, 
and the police are under the 
control of the Chief Secretary, 
an expatriate colonial official. 
No-one suggested these offi- 
cials will be other than 
impartial. The Chief Minister 
has offered to form a liaison 
committee of party leaders to 
iron out incidental questions 
during the campaign, a de- 
tergent that should assist 
materially to remove the 
real dirt. What fears then 
remain? By what extra- 
ordinary reasoning could it 
be argued that Singapore 
should have no government 
for the next few weeks? 
|Mr. Lee’s motion failed, as 
lit deserved to. 

—Straits Times, Mar. 19. 
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Security For 


Labour 
That the committee of 
officials which has _ been 


examining the implications of 
a contributory system of 
social insurance for Singa- 
pore found itself partly per- 
plexed by the paucity of 
statistics has not prevented 
an L.L.O. expert from pro- 
ducing the first draft of a 
bill embracing the principles 
on which the committee was 
unanimously agreed. With 
such material as it had, the 





i system 


| the 


jort itself is only an 
|report. In an 
| some 


elections. This tribute to the | employer's 
refutes | rates of benefits, are still open 
ithe usual P.A.P. charge of |to 
Government to resign, and to 


committee has presented a 
of sickness benefits, 
old age pensions, maternity 
benefits and a limited 


ity for 


secur- 
young widows 
dependents of 
persons. But it is a roughly 
drafted scheme, and the rep- 


and 
insured 


interim 
appendix 
cautionary 


are | 
paragraphs | 
State 
bearing the | 


from the Secretary of 
for the Colonies, 


warning that once a scheme 


is begun, the charges unde: 
it will have to be met no 
matter what the financial 
and economic circumstances 


may be. It will be impossible 
to abandon the scheme, or 
change the nature of it, as | 
is proposed in the case of | 
the Provident Fund which the | 
committee recommends should | 


be largely used to give an | 


integrated system of benefits | 

a good financial start. | 
There is little point in 
j}examining the committee’s | 

| scheme in any detail. The | 
new | contributory element, the | 
obligation, the 


actuarial question § and | 
jpolitical argument. An ex- 
treme criticism possibly is 
lin order, however, 

|this stage. A young single 
|man earning $500 a month 
|would contribute, under the 
| committee's scheme, $360 a 
|year while his employer 
| would pay another $360. His 
|benefits would be restricted 
| to $270 in any twelve months 
;period, and to get this he 
‘would have to be too sick 
to work. The scheme 1s 
not for this class of worker, 
but everyone who works will 
have to be in it, for there 
will be no other way ol 
keeping the scheme afloat. 
But it is just as well 
there should be no illusions, 
and no comparisons made 
with the health insurance 
and unemployment insurance 
schemes of other’ weltare 
States. 

The committee 
has sought compromise 
between the Brocklehurst 
report and the Caine Com- 
mittee report and recom- 
mendations. Little new ground 
is broken, the committee 
obviously being concerned 
over the lack of statistical 
information which prevented 
it from being too business- 
like. The report remarks 
that a departure from the 
Brocklehurst and Caine rates 
might become necessary, but 
whether this departure “might 
lead to serious economic 
difficulty it is not as yet 
possible to say,” since the 
data essential for the cal- 
culation of these rates are 
not available The com- 
mittee was quite certain, 
however, that unemployment 


of officials 


benefits cannot even be 
contemplated just yet. But 
|to cover all margins of 


|possible error in the absence 
of reliable statistics, the 


committee has considered it 
“prudent” — a delightful 
word — to adopt from the 


start the rates of contribution 
calculated to be 
to cover unemployment 
| benefits even although thes« 
|}are not going to be 
juntil later 

The committee’s 
scheme, for what it may 
now be worth, gives the 
worker a minimum $30 a 
month sickness benefit and a 
maximum $90, and two-thirds 


necessary 








paid 


broad 





more up to a maximum 
of $150 if there are 
dependents. Two-thirds of 


the workers who would be 


} (with 


} 
iment ot a 





3 


earn less 


in this 
than 
which 


scheme 
$200 a 
would 


month, a wage 

entitle them 
dependents) to three 
monthly of $80 in 
month 


payments 


any twelve period 
benefit 
calculated at the 
The 


contribution begins with pay- 


Pensions and al! othe: 
would be 
worker s 


same rates 


jollar a month 


on @ minimum wage of $41 
rising to a maximum con- 
jtribution of $30 a month 
when the wage is over $500 
'At $200 the contribution is 
$11 a month There will be 
lsome grumbling over these 
jrates, for workers now pay 
inothing to the Provident 
Fund until they earn over 
$200 a month It is not 


going to be easy to convince 
them that sickness insurance, 
pensions and widows’ benefits 
are in a different category 


The employer's contribution 
jis six per cent of the 
worker’s wage, up to a 
maximum payment of $30 a 
month 

There are some complications 
which the committee's re- 
commendations brush off 
fairly brusquely. Four weeks 
sickness and eight weeks 


even at|maternity benefits are already 


provided under 


Various 
ordinances for the large 
majority of workers who 
would be in this scheme. 
It is recommended that the 
contributory benefits should 
not start until after the 
employer's obligation is ex- 


hausted. Beneficiaries of the 
Provident Fund who are 45 
or over would be able to 
withdraw their money, the 
others would have thei 
credits transferred to the 
insurance scheme and_ be 
guaranteed the full value 


eventually in sickness benefits 
or pension. It sounds a bit 
rough and ready. But the 
report and the recommend- 
ations do give the politicians 
and the unions something to 
bite on, even if only enough 
to demonstrate that even if 
the principles of the bill now 
being drafted are accepted, 
a sound, safe scheme awaits 
more facts 

—Straits Times, Mar. 19 


The Facts Of 


Subversion 


When the Federation's 
Operation Basoh swept more 
than 120 suspected 
versives into the 

branch net, the 
Socialist Front 

the “arbitrary arrest” of 
party members and called 
for repeal of the Emergency 
Regulations. In _ its latest 
representations, made at a 
meeting with the Acting 
Prime Minister, the Front 
appears to have shifted its 
ground, It is asking not 
for repeal, but for a complete 
review of the regulations 
and of the Emergency 
situation. To write finish to 
the Emergency obviously is 
out of the question, not 
while there are still some 
800 armed terrorists at large, 
and the MC.P. refuses to 
abandon its design to win by 
subversive means the victory 
its arms failed to secure. Nor 
can the Government be ex- 
pected to review the re- 
gulations in such a manner as 
to strip the nation of the 
essential defences the situation 
demands. But the Front 
has complained that when 
detention cases are reviewed. 
the detainee is denied a 





sub- 
Special 
Malayan 
denounced 








looked into, and Dato Abdul 


is welcomed. 


Operation Basoh was 
against the political o; 
Labour's chai! 


facts of subversion in relation 


the Government a month ago 
to be published? 
—Straits Times 


Error At Klang 


stance, it responded promptly 


whose candidate was « 
objected on the ground that 
in one of the polling stations | 


itiated furthe: 


Government's 


and no ground fo 


1 
lem 


rul whose views on 
Muslim matters are respected, 


as, 


are themselves divided. The 
Mufti of Johore believes it 
is not un-Islamic to receive 
lottery grants, So do some 
influential religious bodies 
1 Perak, one of which, the | 
Gune Semanggol Religious 
School, has accepted about 
quarter of million dollars 
om tne Lotteries Board 
are otner religious 

roup which have preferred 


to do without 
the result of 
the fact 
that the Board's 
have been very 
to the mosques, 
and village schools 
received its aid. 
Inche Yahya bin Haji Harun, 
State Councillor on whose 
motion the special committee 


But whatever 
the erak 


remains 


it 
I inquiry, 


Rl ants 
valuable 
Suraus 
| that have 


a 


was appointed, spoke of the 
hostels, mosques and improve- 
nts 


naid 
paid 


schools 
Board 
that 
in 
aid should 
up. Is it 
accept direct aid 
in order to make 
of social welfare facilities 
provided out lottery 
y? The debate goes on. 
What matters is that it 
should be kept within proper 
bounds. To go beyond, as 
politicians have done, 
and confuse religious matters 
; with politics, to court 
| danger. 
Straits Times, Mar, 17. 
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Outlook For 
Trade 


mie to religious 


Welfare 


regretted 


by 


money, and 


help for other institutions 
real of 


held 


need 
have been 
| wrong to 
put quite 
Use 
of 
money 


some 


is 


Criticism of Singapore’s new 
trade policy 
has been voiced by spokes- 


economic and 


men of commerce _ before, 
but the comments of the 
ichairman of the Singapore 
Chamber are much to the 
point and the criticism 
certainly bears repetition. 

There is otherwise so little 
examination of the trends, 
especially the significance of | 
the abandonment of free 
itrade. There is, of course, 
a case for tariff protection 

|The fear is that protection 


ifinally will be indiscriminate, 
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that are shared by 


practi- 
every trader and a 
igreat many consumers, Manu- 
| facturing efficiency ought to 
|have something to do with 
it. There is considerable 
idanger that inefficiency will 
be protected, at inconvenient 
the consumer and 
peril of the entrepot 
As Mr. Scott put it, 
is a risk of encouraging 
| inefficient industry 
cannot produce 
| product competitive even in 
|the nearby export markets. 


| cally 


ito the 
| trade. 


| 
cost to 
| 


| there 
backy ard 
| which 


a 


| Singapore already does 
|have some quite substantial 
ilocal industries, “which can 
stand comparison with those 
of any other country.” Can 
these be encouraged? And 
|can others be induced to 
| become favoured immigrants? 
jIt begins to seem _ possible 
}that, on the contrary, some 
}of the major industries will 
the causeway. Partly 
| this is to have the advantage 
lof a larger and_ heavily 
protected market, but it is 
also due to. political un- 
certainties. Capital is bound 
to be wary at a time of 
political change, says Mr. 
Scott, and little new invest- 
ment can be expected until 


| Cross 


the investment climate can 
be reviewed in the light of 
the election results, This 
sounds as though it will be 
enough to know who _ has 
won the election to know 
whether it is wise or safe 
to invest. Perhaps this is 
not so very far wrong, 
and while Mr. Scott offers 


practically no other political 
observations it is not hard 
to read between the few 
| lines. He does refer, however, 
ito the hard boiled notion 
| of finding capital by restrictive 





legislation. This would in- 
levitably “have an adverse 
\effect on the economy of 


Singapore, and the standard 

of living of its people.” 
That is not putting it any 

too bluntly. Restrictions on 


capital, above all on_ the 
movement of money, would 
strike the entrepot trade a 


Jeadly blow. Some of Singa- 
|pore’s politicians forget there 
|is a free trade area in 
|the Federation which would 
be quite capable of assuming 
|part of Singapore’s functions, 
and be only too glad to do 


| 
1 
} 
| 
} 





| be 


|14 
| Alliance 
| trying 
|merits of the party hopefuls. 
'More than 200 names have | 
|been put forward for egg bd 
Nor is the | mve x 
Tin Price Problem 
State | 


1UMNO is to field candidates 
lin 14 of the 28 constituencies, 
|M.C.A. ten and MLC. four. | 
|The work of the selectors un- 
|doubtedly was made easier by 
| the 
| Alliance parties submitted a 
| relatively 

| candidates. 
|gether only 59 applications to 


fact that each of the 


slate of 
alto- 


modest 
There were 
22 
M.C.A. and 
Perak’s 
more 


the 


considered, from 
UMNO, 23 from 
M.1.C. 
will have 
time weighing 


from 
a 


40 constituencies. 
physical problem the 
worry facing the 

selectors looking for winners. 


only 


Alliance has 
election 


where ’_ the 
suffered disturbing 
reverses, and argument about 
the vote-pulling potential of 
each candidate for nomination 
is likely to be more vehement 
ithan elsewhere. 

| Outside the states where 
\there are large urban con- 
centrations of people, and the 
balance between the two 
main communities is conse- 
quently fairly even, it is 
almost certain the Alliance 
allocation of constituencies 
among the partners will bear 
little resemblance to the 
Selangor ratio. Trengganu 
offers a striking illustration. 
UMNO is asking the State 





| 
} 


nominations, The 
out of it altogether. 


available 
MIC is 

Yet the Trengganu Alliance 
has been unable to find 
agreement even on this basis 
of an overwhelming UMNO 
representation, and as things 
stand it appears probable that 
Tengku Abdul Rahman will 
be invited to say the last 
word, It is apparent from all 
this that when _ selecting 
candidates the State Alliance 
committees have perforce to 


acknowledge the factor of 
racial representation. The 
sad reminder is that the 


people of Malaya as a whole 
have yet to. rise 
the pattern of communal 
politics, despite the leadership 
and example of the Alliance 


Government. There is re- 
assurance, however, in the 
fact that the Alliance has 


committed itself to bringing 








Too thet tateaune Gada Me so, The difficulties are going|the communities together. 
f= Seip, to be formidable enough! Malaya cannot afford to let 
Government's intentions, the| without the artificial and Alliance policy fail 
entrepot trade will suffer. | painful obstructions of mis- D 
[he Minister of Commerce, guided good intentions, to 
Mr. J M. Jumabhoy, has say nothing of the _ still Mr . yeak > 
p waver over and over'' more crippling obstacles which — > I cr 
again that the entrepot trade an extreme socialist policy The tributes paid in the 
vil not be torgotten, nor} oud produce. The improve- | Singapore Legislative As- 
its vital _importance = OVver= | ment of Singapore’s natural sembly to — Secaker ‘Sir 
ooked. For certain it 4S assets and the quality and|George Oehlers sty pe 
cod peeagay es) or 7 cost of its services, said Mr. | the formal oferines that 
rr needed rcs ge oll pe WE Scott, is a better policy than | usually mark the end of 
: oe {imitation of the industrial|the life of a legislature. 
See ee ig a development which is already|When the Chief Minister 
8 pe a ca taking place in the Feder- acknowledged the indebted- 
ee, ee ee a There must be some ness of the House for the 
troduced ee }encouragement of industry,|“calm, unbiassed and skilful 
| te Dae ta 1 fa pone pgtegeds are not against manner” in which Sir George 
3 ha Scie aaa . But the limitations must | had discharged his responsi- 
sposrne®: | be recognised, and the trusted | bilities, he was making not 
he seemed to favour @ | foundations on which pros-|an assessment but a 
tariil au it protected the jobs | perity has been built must be|lment of fact In a. get 
of only ten men. left undisturbed as far as|years of the life of m9 
Protection on_ this almost | possible. | Assembly Sir Genres “m 
idual scale could quickly Straits Times, Mar. 20. [had to per not ae Bin 
weed ag a aagreperead, eesti ia | difficult situations but pie 
‘ his surely is plain ‘ Ps ne with difficul namnhave 3 
‘ h. The other fear is| Picking W inners [not once rad greeny = 
C the idea behind the jnmecessary for the Br 
Psu} es Cigarette tactory, ana Without delay and with | to summon the aid a a 
t addition to tariff pro- hardly any fuss, Selangor | Sergeant-at-Arm< or ates 
t nh of a manulacturing | State Alliance has been able|a member. Many older d 
poly. The _? to agree on the division of | more mature assemblies both 
b y r wr . i sab . . - is ANOS, 
ogee ee eee maninatiede among its three | in Asia and in Europe. have 
s ¢ ination ‘0! ponent parties for the'had lapses when members 
and these are doubts ‘State elections in May. exchanged not words 


Perak is one of the few areas | 


| stoc 
lis now able 
|sumption is less than 2,000 
jtons a 


above | 





blows and wilfully disregarded 


4 


|the injunctions of the Speake: 


When Sir George took the 


'chair, the House had for the 


most part members unfamilia: 





‘with the rules and procedure 
lof parliamentary 


debates. It 


became the Speaker’s ta 
to “break in” the membe; 
without hurting their sens 


|tivity or losing their resp: 


He has restrained 
but irrelevant 
out infringing the right of 
member to speak his mi: 


passionate 
oratory w 


| freely. 


Straits Times, Mar. 21 





Tin has been a pound o: 
two above the £780  leve! 
since the end of Februar: 
price last attained near); 


a 


|two years ago and a remark- 


| buffer stock manager to with- 
| draw from the market. The 
4 


able change in outlook sinc« 
Russian tin compelled the 


restriction scheme at last 
has proved its value. But 
| the cost has been considerable 


|Production is still cut by 48 
| per cent and there is about 


23,000 tons of metal in 
k. Although the manager 
to sell, con- 
month above 
that disposal 


output 


so of this 


| stock at best will be slow. 
|There is also something to 


ibe said f realisi it at : 
Alliance for 23 out of the 24} > on oe See % St 8 


rather higher price. 
There is a_ further 
sideration. Some miners will 
be anxious to see the 
restrictions on production 
relaxed, and they will have 
the consumers on their side. 
It must be remembered that 
\the scheme provides against 
|an excessive price. At £880 
|the buffer stock manager 
|must sell, and although this 
ifigure is a long way off, 
ithe principle that consumers 
‘must be safeguarded ought 
lalways to be kept in mind. 
|A substantial portion of the 
jstock will have to be sold 
|before the export restrictions 


con- 





jare eased, As_ inventory 
{stocks have fallen appreciably 
|since December, the price 
may be expected to rise 
‘further in the next few 
| weeks, to a level which should 
find the stock manager 


|happily restoring the fund to 
jsolvency. Then it will be 
|time to think of reducing the 
| cuts. 


7] . a 

_ Farming City 

« 

| The popular belief that 
|Singapore is nothing but a 
|city of businessmen, indus- 
| trialists and proletariat is one 
|which dies hard. The 35,000 
| farmers and fishermen in the 
island too are playing a very 
‘important role in our 
|nomy. Most cities import their 
\food from outside. But Singa- 
pore’s industrious farmers 
|have made the island 
jsufficient as far as food is 
|concerned. They now produce 
|enough to keep every famil) 
|of five persons, in Singapore, 
| adequately fed throughout the 
| year. 

| This is no mean achievement 
| At least there is less fear now 
|of mass starvation. Come what 
| may this crowded island can 
}at least feed itself. This ac- 
| vance in the city’s agricultural 
| sector has been largely 
| brought about by the adoption 
of scientific methods of pro- 
|duction and the resourceful- 
|ness and industry of its often 
forgotten farmers and fisher- 


eco- 


self- 


but men. 
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Now 


This one, 


I am a 
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‘Never’ is a dangerous 





KUALA LUMPUR. 


politi- 
seem equally 
addic-.ed to 
that dangerous 
word, “never.” ‘“My 
love will never die.” 
“Cyprus will never 
have independence.” 


cians 
to be 


There might be less 
misery and misun- 
derstanding in the 
world if both cate- 
gories of human 
beings — for _ politi- 
clans are human— 
could delete the 


The Party 


The Party 


word from their 
vocabularies. 

whose Minister 
some few years ago made 
the categorical declara- 
tion about Cyprus is the 
same Party which has 
agreed to Cypriot inde- 
pendence. 

which _ exiled 
Archbishop Makarios has 
brought him back to 
be the island’s first Pre- 
sident 


The same sort of thing may 


happen in the case of Dr 
Hastings Banda, the Nya- 
saland leader. but not, 
one fears, until after far 
more blood has been shed 
than in Cyprus 


I mention these facts. not 


Japanese 


to be polemical. but to 
remind you how volatile 
a thing is political opin- 
ion 


Most people in Britain and 


the United States. a bare 
fifteen years ago, would 


have sworn that they 
would never ailow Ger- 
many to rearm. Their 
main quarrel with 
Khrushchev today cen- 


tres on their determina- 
tion to equip Germany 
with the latest thing in 
nuclear weapons 


Ww 


Socialist hostility 
to the Americans is based 
partly upon the American 
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GETTING ONE’S TEETH 


INTO POLITICS 


KUALA LUMPUR. 


ART of this article 
is written in a 
dentist’s waiting 
room. I must some- 
how fill the cavity of 
time until my turn 
comes to occupy the 
chair, and the al-er- 
native would be to 
study the glossy 
magazines filled with 
photographs of smil- 
ing women with im- 
probablv perfect rows 


of shining white 
teeth. 

What, I wonder. would 
happen to these maga- 


zines if people did not 
need to have their minds 
diverted while they were 
waiting to see dentists 
and doctors? >» 

that dentistry has 
become so nearly pain- 
less, is the circulation of 
these papers falling? Do 
the sub-editors who 
select these silly snaps 
of people at hunt balls, 


and write idiotic cap- 
tions underneath them, 
do so with a sense of 


merciful mission: 

they will say, 
will make patients for- 
get all about the pains 
in their insides, or give 
them new ones. 


coward where 
dentists are concerned. 
The reason for my 
cowardice similar to 
the reason for the notices 
about the danger of fire 
in even the largest steel 
and concrete hotels in 
Sweden. It’s a hangover 
from the past 


When houses were all built 


of timber, the Swedes 
were right to worry 
about fire, and they still 
do so now that it’s no 
longer necessary. And Jf 
worry about dentists be- 
cause I was so right to 
do so when I was a boy. 

Those were the days when 
my mother used to play 
badminton and_ tennis 
with a huge hat shaped 
like a dish on the top of 
her head, and kept there 
by several yards of some 
kind of Muslin. 





My father was 


She — naturally — grasped 


her racket in one hand, 
and she held up her long 
skirt with the other. 
Dressed like that. she 
did quite well in small 
badminton tournaments, 
because all the other 
women were also dressed 
like that. I knew Sir 
George Thomas long be- 
fore any of you did, in 
1912. to be exact. 

quite a 
well-known hockey play- 
er. He _ played centre- 
forward for his county at 
the age of forty. and it 
is understandable’ that 
he attached great im- 
portance to the game. 
But I have sometimes 
ventured to wonder 
whether he should have 
chosen Mr. Myers to be 
our dentist, merely be- 
cause he was good 
inside-right in the club 
team. 


Ww 
For Mr. Myers, as I fre- 
member him, was an 


immensely muscular man 
who attacked one with a 
lammer and chisel as a 
sculptor might attack a 
nice new block of 
granite. And he attacked 
me in that way twice a 


year until my _ father 
could be persuaded to 
abandon hockey, and 


took to playing billiards 
with a less violent den- 
tist 


For some years after I had 


become, in theory, my 
own master I went to a 
very nice dentist in a 
district of London which 
was sliding down the 
social scale. He was, I 
think, a very bad den- 
tist, but I had met him 
in connection with the 
League of Nations, which 
I then represented in 
Great Britain, and I 
could not have left him 
without feeling that I 
was damaging the pros- 
pects of world peace. 
Besides, he told such sad 
stories of the difficulties 
of educating his child- 
ren, now that his 
wealthier clients had 


moved to other neigh- 
bourhoods, that I could 
not, in decency, follow 


them 
The poor man solved my 
problem for me. One day 





Even 


he tried to cross a busy 
street while he was still 
worrying, and he_ was 
kiled by a car. There- 
after, for sume years, I 
was a wanderer. There 
was a man in Rome, one 
in Chicago, one in Paris 
and one in Durban, to 
say nothing of a firm in 
Sussex called Pain and 
Peckover. And then I 
met Mr. Wagstaff. 


te 


He so hated inflicting pain 


that he seldom finished 
a job properly. He was 
apt to stop work when 
he got anywhere near a 
nerve. His voice was as 
gentle as his manner 
but he was passionately 
interested in politics, and 
somehow his opinions 
reached me above the 
sound of his drill. 


The trouble was that his 


politics and mine could 
not have differed more 
widely. and he always 
said the most provocative 
things when I was quite 
unable to reply 

when he had taken 
the gag out of my mouth, 
he had the advantage 
over me. He would de 
fend himself against 
my counter-attacks by 
pointing to his deaf-aid 
instrument. He was very 
sorry and all that, but 
he could not hear what 
I said. So I would leave 
the chair with a sense of 
frustration which will 
probably shorten my 
life by years—well, by 
months or weeks 


He could hear all right if 


I mentioned the subject 
of enamel. One must 
he was always telling me, 
defend the enamel on 
one’s teeth as carefully 
as any nice woman 
would defend her virtue 
Once the enamel had 
gone, in marched the 
germs of decay. I don't 
need to remind you what 
happens when virtue 
has gone 


kg 


I got so tired of this sub- 
ject of enamel that one 
day I brought him a copy 
of a geographical maga- 
zine. with pages of pho 


* See Page 16 








Md  Bartlett’s 


And now we 


Now Russian 


This 


comene nia oon 


desire that the Japanese 
Government should flout 
the constitution the 
Americans themselves im- 
posed upon the country. 
and should have a nice, 
large army. 


Few of us foresaw even a 


year ago, that the two 
Western leaders who are 
in closest agreement to- 
dav would be Dr. Aden- 
auer, the German Chan- 
cellor. and General de 
Gaulle, the Frenchman 
who declared in 1940 that 
the French would con- 
tinue to fight Germany. 
even though France was 
occupied by the German 
Army. 

Almanack 
printed at the end of 
last year, contained some 
pretty wild forecasts. but 
it failed entirely to an- 
ticipate the things Mayor 
Ong Eng Guan and Mr 
Marcus. his Chief Ad- 
ministrative officer, would 
be saying and thinking 
about each other before 
even the first quarter of 
the year has elapsed 


Bx 


have the 
slanging match between 
those bosom pals of a 
few months ago. Presi- 
dent Nasser of Egypt and 
General Abdul Karim 
Kassem of Iraq. 


Less than a year ago, we 


were being assured that 
Egypt was going Com- 
munist, whereas Iraq. as 
a member of the Bagdad 
Pact. was a vital part of 
the front-line defences 
against Communism. 
broadcasts 
about President Nasser 
are almost as. insulting 
as they are about Presi- 
dent Tito. and I can’t say 
worse than that. 


Nasser-Kassem  con- 
flict will obviously have 
very wide repercussions 
The Egyptian President 
has never hesitated to 
pop Egyptian Commun- 
ists into jail, and the 
Russians have raised no 
objections, since he was 
useful to them. 

The fate of a few hund 
red Egyptians mattered 
much less to them than 
the chance to gain eco- 
nomic control over Egypt, 
as a step towards politi- 
cal control 

But it is a very different 
matter when he attacks 
Communism as the new 
imperialism, and does so 
in Syria, the junior part- 
ner in the United Arab 
Republic. For the Syrians 
are discovering that 
union with Egypt has 
brought them few advan- 
tages, as ome of us 
learnt at a very pleasant 
garden party on the 
U.A.R. National Day 


politics 





They now have the longest 
national] anthem in the 
world cand, even then, it 
fails to bring in any pass- 
ages from the National 
Anthem of the Yemen 
the smallest of the three 
partners), but they have 
no more food and no 
more jobs 

Also, they are discovering 
the disadvantages of re- 
mote control] from Calro 
They can no more live on 
nationalism alone than 
air alone. But national- 
ism, or rather, Arabism 
is still immensely power 
ful 

With Arabism as Its ally 
Communism can conquer 
the Middle East. With 
Arabism as its enemy. it 
can do very little, and 
Nasser is still looked upon 
as the leader of the Arab 
peoples. lt should not be 
difficult for him to divert 
the direction of Syrian 

iscontent from Cairo to 


Moscow 
w 


Nor will nis warning 
against the new Iimperi- 
alism go unnoticed in the 
neighbouring state of 
Iraq. Abdul Karim Kas- 
sem has had little diffi- 
culty in crushing the 
Mosul revolt, planned al- 
most certainly with 
Nasser’s knowledge and 
probably with his heip 
But no previous event has 
brought out so clearly the 


basic conflict between 
Arabism and Com- 
munism Iraq as a result 
of the revolt, becomes 


more Communist but it 
ls reasonable to suppose 
that the rest of the Arab 
world becomes less so 


now seems unlikely that 
the promised’ Russtan 
money to build the Aswan 
Dam ‘and, in doing so, 
to gain control of Egypt's 
economy) will be forth- 
coming Or that Nasser 
will for long tolerate the 
existence in Cairo of the 


Communist controlled 
Afro-Asian committees 
whose activities spread 


from South-East Asia to 
West Africa 

And, if the Egyptian break 
with Russia is coming 
sooner than most of us 
had expected. tt seems 
very fortunate that It 
should do so when the 
Anglo-Egyptian financial 
agreemen. thas cleared 
away much or most of 
the bad feelings created 
by Nasser’s nationalisa 
tion of the Suez Canal 
and the Anglo-French at 
tack that followed it 


Ww 


The British Commonwealth 
has nothing much to fear 
from nationalism which. 
indeed it has encouraged 
by generations of talk 
about the rights of man 

It has everything to fear 
from Communism, which 
seeks to subject the in- 
dividual and the nation 
to the most ruthless and 
centralised dictatorship 
the world has ever 
known 

And that fear its or should 
be, shared by Egypt So 
the Nasser-Kassem con- 
flict may give the Brit- 
ish Government a chance 
to evolve aie coherent 
Middle-Eastern policy 

If I were not | frightened 
of these dogmatic asser- 


tions I should say that 
there will never be a 
better opportunity of 
putting Anglo-Arab re- 


lations on a new durable 
footing. 
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SULTAN OF | 





BRUNEI 
CONFIDENT 
OF TALKS 
IN LONDON 














wINGAPORE, Mar. 15. 

—Tne Sultan ot Bru- 
nei, Sir Omar Ali Sai- 
fuddin, wno is here on 
his way to London for 
taiks with the Coonial 
Ouice on the proposed 
Written constitution 
for Brunel, ls connaent 
Of success. 

In an interview today, Sir 
Omar toid tne Suraits 
limes: “1 am hopeful tnat 
Britain wOuid agree lo my 
proposals, 


“It has been the policy 
of tne bBrilisn Government 
to allow the indigenous 
peopie o1 a country to have 
& Digger snare in thelr 
own internal administra- 
tion. it 1s well Known ior 
its fair and sympathetic 
cousiacrauon in suco mat- 
ters. 


‘Full of hope’ 


“I am therefore full of 
conndence that tne talks 
Will Succeed. in tact, tnere 
are Oniy very lew unportant 
matters to De discussed.” 


Under the draft constitu- 
tion, Sir Omar has pro- 
posed that he snouid he 
the executive cmer and 
tnat ai executive authority 
showia De vested in his 
najwe. 

“In fact, I am seeking 
the powers now vested i1n 
the pritiso Government lor 
the aaministrauon ol my 
country,’ the Suitan said 


Brunei, however, will 
collunue as a Brilish pro- 
tecvorate with tne srilisn 
hesluent as Chief kxecu 
tive Uul.cer. 

A Mentri Besar may be 


appointed later, and tne 
tiue of Britisn RKesident 
would be changed to obr- 
lish Adviser. 

The draft constitution 
makes provision [lor a Frivy 
Councu, and an bxeculive 
Council 


All ministers would be 
nominated and not eiect- 
ed. kuecluuons would be con- 
fined to district cuunclls. 
some of WwWiuvse Memoers 
would join tne Legislative 
Councii--the country S law- 
Making body. 

Other members of the 


The 
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in MALAYA | 


TIGER’ MAC SAYS FAREWELL \__ 
after 39 YEARS 





§ NCAPORE, Mar. 14.— 
A Scotsman who 

knows Singapore and 
every town in the Fede- 
ration like the back of his 
hand will leave on retire 
ment on March 24, after 
39 years here 

He is Mr. J. Mackecnhnie, 
61, sales manager of Ma- 
layan Breweries Ltd., pupu- 
larly known as “Tiger 
Mackecnnie because of his 
23-year association with 
Tiger beer. 


His friends 


Mr. Mackechnie played a 
major role in “selling” Tiger 
beer to the public And 
there is not a dealer the 
length and _ breadth of 
Malaya who does not know 
him 

In turn he knows. the 
dealers intimately their 
families, their friends and 
even their personal pro- 
blems 

In an interview with the 
Sunday Times. Mr. Mac- 
kechnie said he had a fare- 
well message for beer drink- 
ers: “Good luck to all beer 
drinkers and may Malayans 


always find time for a 
Tiger.” 
Then he added: “I hope 


Malayans will work out 





PAP 


Singapore 
today called for the “immedi- 
ate postponement” of the} 





Legislative Council would | 
be nominated or ex-ollicio. | 


The purpose 


Sir Omar said that the 
Purpose of his propused 
constitution Was to traln 
Mls people tO play a grvater 
ro.e in the administration 
Ol the country with a view 
to internal seif-government 
later 


Of self-government and 
independence Sir Omar 
said- “It is up to the Bri- 


tish Government. 
“I personally feel] that the 
time is not yet ripe for 
Brunei to get tull merdeka 
irst, the standard of edu- 
ation and other amenities 
r the people must be 
improved. At the moment 
f am taking all necessary 
steps to do this.’ 
However, Inche A, M 
Azahari, leader of the Party 
Ra’ayat, the country’s only 
active political organisation 


which claims to represent 
about 18,000 of the 80.000 


population, said some time 
aco that his party belleved 
Brunei was ready for com- 
plete internal self-gov- 
erument 


| general council 
| gress resolved to call for the} 

postponement until investiga- | 
i tions into recent allegations of | 


‘coming general election 


ties” 


unlikely 


their own salvation in a 


way. it wili be a 
very great shame if politi- 
Cians are permitted to spou 
what nas been a very happy 
and carefree country 

“I will follow the fortunes 
of Malaya very closely in 
my retirement, and hope to 
see a continued run of 
strong progress and _ pros- 
perity. 

“With good sense anda 
steadiness on the part of 
responsible leaders there is 
no reason why this should 
not be the case.” 

Mr. Mackechnie estimates 
that he has travelled more 
than 500,000 miles in the 
Federation visiting dealers 
on business. 

One of his most unplea- 
Sant experiences was being 
shot at by a terrorist while 
he was travelling in a car 
north of Kluang a few years 
ago 

Among his most treasured 
memories was his meeting 
with the Duke of Windsor, 
then Prince of Waies, at 
Kuala Lumpur in 1921. 


Huge cobra 


His most unusual ex- 
perience happened in the 
days when there were no 
Saloon cars. His car ran 
Over the tail of a huge 
cobra while on a_ business 
trip to the Federation, 

Said Mr Mackechnie: 


peacelui 








MR. J. 


“The next thing I knew was 
that this whacking olg hood 
of the snake was almost in 
the car with us. Luckily, as 
the car was moving, it 
could not climp aboard. 

“When I turned to 100k 
at the snake, it was writh- 
ing on the road.” 

Like all old timers, Mr. 
Mackechnie has many 
amusing stories to tell. One 
concerns a sailor who 
calmly chewed up a beer 
glass at a party because he 
was “hungry.” 

Then there is 


MACKECHNIE 


the tale 


abuut a 
who trained his 
on stout. 


recaiis the night wnen tw 
men 
Japanese 
bar in Kuala 
the “good old days.” 


the assistance Of a 
of geisha girls, they drank 
$75 worth of beer — all the 
money they possessed. 


cost about 50 cents at the 
time, so the 
have consumed 15 gallons 
in about eight hours. 


chnie beer around 1920 was 
not as popular as it is to- 
day Favourite drinks then 
were gin sling, 
ger ale and whisky soda 


Breweries 
With a large import 
dealing in all types of mer- 
chandise, 
stouts, wines and spirits. 


wife will settle in Fife- 
shire, Scotland, where he 
hopes to meet Malayan 


students 
Andrew’s University. 


sales manager, 
over from Mr. Mackechnie 


racenorse owner 
champion 
Mr. Mackecnnie vividly 
went to the Ritz, a 
restaurant and 
Lunipur, in 


and with 
couple 


Between them 


A large bottle of beer 


party must 


The favourites 


According to Mr. Macke- 


brand 


gin- 


Before joining Malayan 
he was 11 years 
firm 


including beers, 


Mr. Mackechnie and his 


studying at St 


Mr. S.E._ Craig, 


will 


export 
take 








PAP: Do not give the Govt. any 
excuse to postpone election 


HE People’s Action 
Party today alleged 
that the Government 


Was looking for a pre- 


text to postpone the 


election and urged all 
supporters not to give 
the Government an ex- 
cuse to do so. 


Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, the 
secretary - general, 
speaking at a mass meet- 
ing, urged them not to be 
involved in any trouble 
while campaigning be- 
cause this would only give 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 15.—The | 
Indian Congress 


At a meeting today, the| 


of the Con- 


foreign aid to political par- 
were completed 
statement the | 


In a press 


Congress declared that it was | 


that investigations | 


would be completed before the 
end of April. 


Inche Azahari said yes- 
terday that his party felt 
insulted at being lett Out 
vI the Sultan’s nine-man 
delegation 


Explaining, Sir Omar 
saiq that his constitution 
for Brunei was proposed 


as early as 1952 betore the 


formation of the Party | 
Ra ayat 
“It is my _ constitution, 


drafted with help of some 
elected district councillors 

who are really the repre- 
sentatives of the people 
am going with those who 
helped me to draft the 
constitution.” 

He and his nine-man 
delegation will fly to Lon- 
don on Mar. 18 





| 


the Government a chance 
to postpone the election. 
He advised them to cam- 
paign in a peaceful and 
persuasive manner. 
More than 5.000 
attended the 
Hil] Close. 


UMNO attacked 


Mr. Lee accused UMNO 
leaders of talking in “in- 


people 
rally at Red 


The general council will 


also send a memorandum to 
the Governor of 
calling for the terms of refe- 
irence of the 
Inquiry to 

j}into all political party funds 
and Ministers’ 


Singapore 


Commission of 
include probing 


assets.” 
The Congress will also ask 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 15 


flamatory communal terms’ 
to create trouble, 

He said they had been 
“influenced by some people 
to do so.” 

He told the crowd that 
the PAP would demand the 
resignation of the Govern- 
ment at the Assembly 
meeting on Mar, 18. 

“TI think it is our duty 
to do so since the Govern- 
ment has lost public con- 


Congress wants election. postponed 


the Governor “to disqualify 
any party or person acting as 
agents of foreign powers 
from the elections 

The Commission of Inquiry 
should be “completely inde- 
pendent” of the 


the statement added. 





J Singapore | 
People’s Alliance Government, | 


fidence as the result of 
recent disclosures. 
“We will aftso demand 


that a general election be 
held immediately after 
April 2—when the present 


Rendel constitution  ex- 
pires.”’ 
Mr. Lee criticised the 


present leaders of the Gov- 
ernment that they were 
not men “who can lead the 
people.” 

Mr. Lee said it was “your 
duty to vote a clean 
honest and sincere party.” 


..And the SPA 


Mr. Yong Nyuk Lin, for- 
mer general manager of 
the Overseas Assurance 
Corporation, who made his 
first public appearance at 
the pre-election campaign 
meetings, branded the Sin- 
gapore People’s Alliance as 
a “capitalist party.” 

The members are nothing 
but stooges of the capital- 
ists—locally and abroad. 


20 teachers banned from 
teaching in Klang 


J. LANG, Mar. 16.— 
Thirteen headmas- 
ters and seven tea- 
chers from 14 Chinese 
schools here will be 
barred from teaching 
in the Klang district 
from May, following 
an inquiry into an al- 
leged leakage of ex- 
amination papers. 


“The Selanger Educa-| 
'tion Department ban will 


become effective on May 
1 unless the decision is 
revised by the Minister 
of Education,” an in- 


formed source told 
Straits Times today. 

The 20 were called by the 
Chief Education Officer S: 
langor. Mr. T K. Taylor, ¢ 
Kuala Lumpur on Mar 13 
and were told of the decisiou 
to ban them 


the 


They were also handed 
sealed letters marked “con- 
fidential” which explained 
that an appeal could be 
lodged with the Minister of 
Education, Inche Mohame3 
Khir bin Johari. within 21 
days 


The letters did not. give 
any reason for the ban 

Last night the headmasters 
and teachers concerned met 
at the Klang Chinese Cham 
ber of Commerce for more 
than two hours to discuss the 


ban. 
The meeting decided Ww 
ask the United Chines: 


Teachers Association to take 
up the matter with the Gov 
ernment, the source said 

It also decided to appeal ' 
the Minister of Educatio: 
against the ban. 

The alleged leakage occur 
red during the Governmeni 
examination (Chinese sixth 
year) for promotion to se 
condary school on Oct. 6 ani 
7 last year 

The 480 students—about 9° 
per cent of whom scored 106i 
per cent passes—were asked 
to sit for another test on Dec 


Most of the candidate 
scored poor results in the se- 
cond examination. 





(4 


how 
fro 
Lo 
oul 
ten 


i 
res 
tee 
nig 
ligi 
me} 

Tr 
on ¢ 
State 
Yah 
supp 
lian 
Kha 

Tr 
anot 
Yah 
com 
doct 
rulir 
Affa. 
acce 
zaka 
tithe 
acco 








cur 


nent 
ixth 


se 


~ 4 
an3 


10 
sked 
Dec 


late 
» se- 





The Straits Budget, Wednesday, Mar. 25, 





1959 


MUSLIM PUZZLE: 
CAN WE ACCEPT 
LOTTERY AID? 


(: AN Muslim schools 
and religious 
bodies accept grants 
from Social Welfare 
Lotteries Board with- 
out going against the 
tenets of Islam? 

This question wil] be 
resolved by a commit- 
tee formed here last 
night by the Perak Re- 
ligious Affairs Depart- 
ment. 

The committee was set up 
on a motion by a _ Perak 
state councillor, Inche 
Yahya bin Haji Harun, 
supported by another Al- 
liance councillor, Inche 
Khalid Abas bin Adam 

The meeting, acting on 
another motion by Inche 
Yahya, also authorised the 
committee to examine the 
doctrines of Islam for a 
ruling whether the Religious 
Affairs Department could 
accept the interest on the 
zakat and fitrah (religious 
tithes) funds or any other | 
account in the bank. 

An adverse ruling will 
mean a loss’ of nearly 


- IPOH, Mar. 15 


$50,000 interest which has 
accumulated on the fitrah 
fund over the past five 
years since the Chief Kathi 
of Perak opposed it. 

The nine members of the 
committee include the Mufti 
of Perak, Tuan Haji Asha- 
aya bin Abdul Majid, who 
supported the Chief Kathi 
in his ruling on interest. 

Inche Yahya told the 
Straits Times today that 
the committee became ne- 
cessary because “there are 
so many divergent views on 
these issues. 


The issue 





“Some people maintain 
that the money from the 
welfare board is unaccept- 
able because it is derived 
from gambling.” 

The state branch of the 
All-Malaya Muslim Mission- 
ary Society and two reli- 
gious schools have accept- 
ed grants from the lotteries 
board. 


| of Parit, Haji 


‘he grant to the mission- 
ar K. society is for a $350,000 
vocational training centre 
for Muslim divorcees, or- 
phans and widows 

Inche Yahya sald that the 
less orthodox Muslims share 
his view that the doctrinal 
objection to interest on 
money held in the bank ap- 
plies only to personal 
ownership. 

This, he argued, does not 
apply to the funds of the 
Religious Affairs Depart- 
ment, which does not be- 
long to any person or 
group. 

He added that interest 
on money can also be view- 
ed as a share in the profits 
which the bank makes on 
deposits. 

The members of the com- 
mittee are Inche Abu Bakar 
Al-Bagir, principal of the 
Kampong Semmangol Reli- 
gious School near Taiping, 
Haji Salleh Bilah of Kuala 
Kangsar, the Mufti of Pe- 
rak, Tuan Haji Ashaaya bin 
Abdul Majid, Haji Ghazali 
bin Abdullan, Haji Zabidy 
Abdul Rah- 
man of Bagan Datoh, Inche 
Mohamed Khalib of Teluk 
Anson, Inche Khalid Abas 
and Inche Yahya. 











Failure to win over UNMO 


is pig PAP setback —Tan — 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 15. 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL of the Liberal Socialist Party, Mr. E. K. 
Tan, last night said that its failure to win over UMNO was a big 


politic al setback for the 
“The PAP,” said MTF. | 
Tan, “has conceded | 
much to win UMNO) 
support, such as agree- | 
ing that Malay should | 
be the national langu- | 
age, merger with the | 
Federation at any cost, | 
ind even acceptance of 
the Public Security Or-| 
dinance. 
“All these 
ice with an 
UMNO 
“UMNO-MCA is strongly 
anti-PAP and anti-Commu- 
nist The Labour Front, or 
what remains of it, is now 
adopting a  non-alignment 
policy with other parties. 


+ A 
“" ‘ ay 
The newly 
mA 


things cut no 
anti-Communist 


formed SPA is 


A} t 2.000 at tended 


‘By trickery’ 





Mr. Tan said that a sn 
ti the people ! 
! civen the impression 
that AP had not only take 
! City Council but 
l iLsO uc¢ 2 the 
r f tion i j yuld 
tr de y 
vapors 
But if the democratic tf rces 
uld give the people a good 
government an dae welfare 
tate with all its freedom 
id curity, then there was 
lihood of a PAP vic- 


tory 
oly 


Mr. Tan declared: “An ex 
treme left-wing government 
can only succeed by tric kery 

nd by ‘confusing the people.’ 
The PAP. 


youth organisations and 
union workers could only 
btain 10 per cent of the 


votes of the 
in the city council election in 
1957. 


he said, with its; 


People’ s Action Party. 





NOW A SECND 8.0.8. 


FROM 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
HE MINISTRY of Agriculture has received 
from 5,000 villagers in Sungei 
Golok, Kelantan, that fishing there has come to 


an S.O.S. 


5,000 


Mar. 15. 


a standstill due to the river mouth being silted. 


The villagers, most of 
them fishermen, have 
appealed to the Minis- 
ter, Inche Abdul Aziz 
bin Ishak, for immediate 
financial aid. 


The message also said that 


they faced a bleak Hari Raya 
if something was not done 
to help them quickly 


second distress 
from the vil- 


This is the 
ill received 


yers 
we 


Last week, Inche Aziz con- 
sulted the Central Welfare 
Council about emergency 


relief for the villagers The 
council! made an immediate 
grant of $5,000 which was 
ushed to Kelantan for dis- 
tribution 


Aid probe 





The chairman of the coun- 
cil, Mr. B. H Tan, and 
representatives of the De- 
partment of Social Welfare 
will visit the area — on the 
Malaya-Siam border — soon. 

The delegation will deter- 
mine the extent of further 
aid the villagers may require 


In the past month most of 
them have been living on 
their savings and aid from 


the Kelantan Government 
In a letter to the Central 


of Agriculture said 


negotiations were being con- 
ducted with the 


{men in their territory. 


| Welfare Council, the Ministry | 
that | 


Siamese | 
total electo rate | authorities to facilitate the|He said the 
| movement of Malayan fisher- | 


.~ Nanyang 
want 
tour plans 
dropped 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 15.—The 
Nanyang University Stu- 
dents’ Union tonight 
urged that plans to send a 
party of 40 students to 
Red China should be drop- 
ed. 

The vice-president of the 
T.U.C., Mr. Lee Yew Seng. 
has received a cable from 
All-China Students’ Fede- 
ration inviting 40 Singa- 
pore students to _ visit 
China fer three weeks. 

The union’s secretary, Mr. 
Wong Fat Siang, said: 
“Our union and the Uni- 
versity of Malaya _ Stu- 
dents’ Union are the most 
representative student 
bodies in Singapore and 
Mr. Lee should have con- 
sulted us first before mak- 
ing any plans.” 

two student 

unions will discuss the 

issue soon. 


| without 


It was supported by an- 
other Alliance councillor, 
| Inche Khalid Abas bin 
Adam. 


| Inche Yahya, the 


| mine the 
| for a ruling whether the Re- 
| ligious 
| could accept the interest on 


| tithes) funds or any other 
| bank account. 
Inche Ahmad told the 
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Colony Muslim body 
‘no’ to lottery aid 


SINGA 


APORE, Mar, 16. 


HE welfare secretary of the All-Malaya Mus- 
lim Missionary Society in Singapore, Inche 


Ahmad Khan Surattee, 


said here today that it 


was definitely wrong for Muslim schools and 
religious bodies to accept grants from the So- 
cial Welfare Lotteries Board. 


lim community 

Recently in Ipoh, a com 
mittee was set up on a mo 
tion by a Perak state coun 
cillor, Inche Yahya bin Haji} 
Harun, regarding the ques- | 
tion of whether Muslim} 
schools and religious bodies | 
could accept grants from So 
cial Welfare Lotteries Board 
going against the 
Islam 


Councillor backs 


tenets of 





On another motion by 
committee 
authorised to exa- 
doctrines of Islam 


Was also 


Affairs Department 


zakat and fitrah (religious 


Straits Times that he strong- 
ly supported the Chief Kathi 
| of Perak in his opposition to 
| accept such money. 

Inche Yahya should consult 
| authorities on Islam _ before 
| making any statements. 

The head of the UMNO re- 
| igious section here, Inche 
Syed Ali Redha_ Alsagoff, 
sald he would prefer not to 
| comment. 
| Mr, M. J. Namazie, 
|of the Muslim’ Advisory 
| Board, said: “The probiem 
|} has not arisen here and we 
are Not concerned.” 


Kathi’s view 


member 





The Chief Kathi of Singa- 


| pore, Imam Haji Ali M. S. 
| Salleh, said: “If lottery is a 
form of gambling, how can 


we accept money from 

There was no doubt 
money from. the 
was acceptable. 

As tor money accumulated 
|in the form of interest. there 
were two schools of thought 
The first was it was illegal 
and the other that it was not 


it?” 


Treasury 


that} 


He said that it was entirely against the prin- 
ciples of Islam. Leaders who made contrary state- 
| ments were definitely trying to misguide the Mus- 


“Economy is 


going 
down drain’ 
Jumabhoy 


INGAPORE, Mar 14— 
Addressing guests at the 
official opening of the 
Far Eastern Bank Ltd. in 
Cecil Street today, the 
Minister for Commerce 
and Industry, Mr. J. M. 
Jumabhoy, said: ‘“‘singa- 
pores economy is going 
down the drain. while 
political mud-slinging is 
blithely going on.” 

He claimed that this mud- 
slinging was making the peo- 
ple blindly think “that poll- 
tics should serve the economy 
of Singapore and that econo- 
mics is the purpose of po- 


litics.” 
He sa that the continued 
prosperi of the island de- 


pended entirely on economic 
advancement, and warned 
that “failure by any section 
of the people to recognise this 
will result in unemployment, 
hunger and misery.” 


$10 mil. plan 


“If there is any loss to our 
economy if capital flies out, 
if new industries divert them- 
selves to ogher countries — it 
is the people who will ulti- 
mately have to pay the price 
whether they like it or not,” 
he said. 

Mr. Jumabhoy said that he 
intended to form as soon as 
possible an Industrial De- 





so cOmmendable 


It was illegal when money 
was put in the bank with 
the intention of getting in- 
terest 

If it was put in with the 
i tention of safeguardiny the 
money, it ws all right, for 
when interest was given it 
( yuld be accepted although | 
not commendab! added the 
Chief Kathi. 


Bench and Bar 
to pay tribute 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 16.-—The 
Bench and the Bar will pay a 
tribute to the late Mr. Tan 
Thoon Lip, a former Regi 
trar, at the High Court on 
Mar, 18. at 10.15 am 

Mr. Tan passed away 
Genera] Hospital 


illness, on Mar. 14 


Alliance man 
wins by-election 


JOHORE BAHRU, Mar. 14 


Mr. Ne Kim Pong (Alliance) | 


won the Tebrau ward in the 


Town Council by-election 
held here tonight. 
He polled 1,059 votes 


ponent, Inche Zainal Abidin | 
bin Mohamed, who secured | 


833 votes. 


at the} 
after a long | 


velopment Finance Corpora 
tion with a minimum capital 
Of $10 million to be subscribed 


by the Government, the 
bank the insurance com 
panies and other financial 
institutions to finance indu 
trie 


BEAMISH 
TO QUIT 
HIS JOB 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 14.— Mr. 
H.H. (Tony) Beamish, who 
became Director of Broad- 
casting, Singapore, two 
months ago following the 
split of the pan-Malayan 
radio service, may quit his 
job in the near future, the 
Straits Times understands. 

The news came as a sur- 


prise in Government and 
broadcasting circles this 
morning. 

Mr. R. C, Hoffman, the 


permanent secretary (Esta- 
blishment), confirmed that 
Mr. Beamish had “raised 
the matter of his retire- 
ment but it is under con- 
sideration.” 

Contacted by the Straits 
Times, Mr, Beamish him- 
Self would neither confirm 
nor deny that he was leav- 
=. oe is s personal mat- 

€ d. 





PAP accused of stealing 
Govt. health policy 


THE Health Minister, Mr. A. J. Braga, today accused the People’s 
Action Party of stealing the Government’s health policy for its 


election platform. 


Mr. Braga, who was back at his desk in.the Ministry for the 
first time after a heart attack about six weeks ago, told the Straits 
Times: “The PAP health policy announced 
vesterday is nothing but a repetition of the Government’s policy.” 


At the PAP meeting, 
the organising secre- 
tary, Mr. Ong Pang 
Boon, who is also De- 
puty Mayor, had said 
that his party pro- 
posed: 

@ To end the present 
system of over-centralisa- 
tion of hospital facilities 
by having district hospitals. 


@ To set up a hospital 
for chronic cases. 


@ To introduce com- 
pulsory BCG vaccination 
for children to combat 
tuberculosis. 

@ To institute a cen- 
tralised voluntary health 
insurance scheme to help 
trade unions, farmers’ as- 


sociations and other mass 
organisations 


Many clinics 





@ To build a network of 
people’s clinics to give 
free medical attention and 
treatment 


@ To increase the out- 
put of doctors. 


Mr. Braga said: “The 
setting up of _ district 
hospitals is Government 


policy as already enunciated 
in the Legislative Assembly 


and repeated by the 
Financial Secretary on 
Dec. 4, 1957 on the 1958 
Budget. 


“He said then that the 
ultimate aim of Govern- 
ment on the question of 
decentralisation of the 
Genera] Hospital was to 
build another general 
hospital, 10 district hospi- 
tals, five in the urban and 
five in the rural areas, and 
about 100 small maternity 
and child health clinics 

“He also dealt with the 
drive against T.B.” 


Mr. Braga said that the 
Chief Minister, Tun Lim 
Yew Hock, had appointed a 
committee under the chair- 
manship of Mr. L. C Goh, 
Permanent Secretary to 
the Ministry for Labour 
and Welfare, to study and 
make recommendations on 
the Brocklehurst and Caine 
reports on social security 
measures. 


A scheme 





The committee’s terms of 
reference included _ sick- 
ness, maternity and other 
medical benefits on a con- 
tributory scheme 

Mr Braga declared: “The 
report is confidential but 
the incoming Government 
will be handed the com- 
plete scheme on a plate 

“It is rather amusing 
that Mr Ong should talk 
about the setting up of a 
hospital for chronic cases 
as part of the PAP health 
policy 

“The chronic sick hos- 
pital is already being com- 
pleted in Thompson Road 


and will be functioning 
some time next year.” 
On BCG vaccinations, 


Mr. Braga said the Govern- 
ment had been doing ex- 
tensive vaccinations on 
contacts, workers in TB 
hospitals and clinics, new- 


born infants, children 
entering schools and leav- 
ing primary schools and 
others 


He drew attention to the 
T.B. death rate which was 
117 per 100,000 in 1950, 82 
in 1952, 71 in 1954, 62 in 


1956 and 51 in 1957 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 16. 


at its 


mass meeting 


| 
i 


A 50 p.c. increase in 
free hospital beds 


On health insurance, Mr. 
Braga said that this was a 
subject he had asked his 
Medical Advisory Council 
to study, Certain confiden- 


tial recommendations had 
been forwarded to the 
committee under Mr. Goh 


which wil] be made avail- 


able to any incoming 
government. 
Referring to medical 


facilities for the people, Mr. 
Braga said that there had 
been an increase of 2,600 
free beds — more than 50 
per cent — bringing the 
total number to more than 
7,000 


Outpatient clinics and 
dispensaries increased from 
four in 1955 to 16 at pre- 
sent—maternity and child 
health clinics in rural areas 
from 44 to 60. 

Plans for setting up 10 
outpatient dispensaries 


‘ were well ahead. Two had 


| 


already been opened, one 


was nearing completion 
and three others were 
being built 


Mr, Braga said he had 
also instituted a Health 
Education Counci] financed 
by Government and invited 
members of the public to 
participate in it. 

This council was 
“Yeomen service” 
health education to the 
homes, organising lec- 
tures and cinema shows in 
Kampongs. 


doing 
bringing 


“I have taken consider- 
able pains in_ increasing 
training facilities The in- 
take of nurses in 1955 was 
240. Today it is 500. Scho- 
larships for training 
courses rose from 17 to 
140 

“Furthermore there 
now more than 200 bur- 
saries for medical, phar- 
macy and denta] students, 
which is more than a 50 
per cent increase, 


By experts 


are 





“Under the Colombo 
Plan, the preliminary ex- 
aminations for the 
F.R.A.C.S. was conducted 
in Singapore by experts 
from Australia at the in- 


vitation of the Govern- 
ment.” 
Mr. Braga agreed that 


there was a shortage of 
medical staff “particularly 
of late when certain senior 
officers, both expatriate 
and local, chose to retire.” 

He said: “It is quite 
obvious that some of these 
officers took this course in 
view of what has recently 
happened and is happening 
in the City Council. 

“I have made a complete 
survey of the staff situa- 
tion and although there is 
mo immediate cause for 
anxiety I am prepared to 
recommend recruiting per- 
sonnel from overseas.” 


| 
} 





SINGAP ORE, 
Mar. 16.—An 
overseas judge 
will be invited to 
form the one-man 
Commission of In- 
quiry into the al- 
leged $500,000 
bank account in 
the name of the 
former Education 
Minister, Mr. 
Chew Swee Kee. 
But if an overseas 
judge cannot be ap- 
pointed in time, the 
Straits Times under- 
stands, the Chief Jus- 
tice of Singapore, Sir 
Alan Rose, may be 
asked to conduct the 
INnqUITY. 


‘Desirable’ 





Government sources 
explained today that 
it was desirable that 
the Commission should 
be both above politics 
and unaffected by local 
politics. 

They felt also that a 
judge sitting alone could 
complete the inquiry with 
greater speed than a five- 
man Commission of whom 
at least three would be 
judges, as suggested by the 
People’s Action Party. 


Witnesses 





Witnesses who will pro- 
bably be called to give evid- 
ence before the Commission 
include Mr. Chew Swee Kee; 
the Chief Minister, Tun Lim 
Yew Hock; the former Min- 
ister for Communications 
and Works, Mr. Francis 
Thomas; the chairman of 





SATA chief hits at PAP bid 


for compulsory BCG shots 


QINGAPORE, Mar. 16. 
on Dr. Sen Gupta, 
Director of the Singa- 
pore Anti-Tuberculosis 
Association, today 
strongly opposed a 
People’s Action Party 
proposal to introduce 
compulsory BCG vac- 
cination for children, 
in Singapore. 

The proposal was made 
at a PAP pre-election rally 
at Red Hill Close yester- 
day 

The  party’s 
secretary, Mr 
Boon, had told 
that if the PAP came to 
power it would “introduce 
compulsory BCG vaccina- 
tion for children as one of 
the special measures’ to 
combat tuberculosis.” 

Asked to comment on Mr 
Ong’s statement, Dr. Sen 
Gupta said that the dis- 
advantages of widespread 
BCG administration would 
“outweigh the advantages.” 

He said the PAP’s pro- 
posal had presumed BCG 
to be fully effective as a 
T.B. preventive. This was 
a mistaken view. 


organising 
Ong Pang 
the rally 


“Medical opinion is divid- 
ed on the use of BCG and 
its administration is not 
without drawbacks,” he 
said. 


Big setback 


One of the most serious 
setbacks would be the eli- 
mination of an important 
diagnosis test which would 
“clinch the presence of T.B. 
germs.” 

This test, he explained, 
could not be applied to a 
person who had _ already 
the benefits,” Dr. Sen Gup- 
ta said. 

“It is highly dangerous 
for laymen or even non- 
specialised medical men to 
take upon themselves the 
methods to be practised to 
achieve the best results.” 


Very pleased 


Nevertheless, he added, 
he was extremely pleased 
to note the great impor- 
tance the PAP as a politi- 
cal party had placed on 
the problem of tuberculosis. 

“SATA does not wish to 


take sides in the political | 


ent parties but will be only 


too pleased to be of help 
to anyone seeking to epadi- 
cate the menace of TB 
from Singapore,” he assert- 
ed, 

As a step towards com- 
bating T.B., Dr. Sen Gupta 
Said the best measure would 
be to educate the people 
to understand the causes 
and dangers of the disease. 

He added the people 
should be made to change 
their attitude towards the 
disease. Many did not want 
to be discovered as suffer- 
ing from T.B. as the diseas: 
was at present thought of 
as a stigma. This attitude 
must change, he said. 
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INQUIRY JUDGE 
SOUGHT 


the PAP, Dr. Toh Chin 
Chye (who first mention- 
ed the alleged bank ac 
count in Mr. Chew 
name); the secretary-gen- 
eral of the PAP, Mr. Le:¢ 
Kuan Yew; the chairman of 
the Workers’ Party, Mr 
David Marshall; the Comp- 
troller of Income Tax, Mr. 
G. T. Holloway, who is on 
leave; and the acting 
Comptroller, Mr. N. V 
Casey. 

A number of bank offi- 
cials, clerks and income tax 
officers are also likely to 
be called. 

The Government is not 
expected to make any an- 
nouncement about the 
Commission until after 
the Mar. 18 meeting of the 
Legislative Assembly. 


This is because it { 
hoped to incorporate into 
the Commission's terms of 
reference an inquiry into 
how the P.A.P. came to 
know the contents of an 
Income Tax Department 
file. 


At the Mar. 18 meetine 
Mr. Lee Choon Eng (SPA), 
the Member for Queens- 
town, will propose the ap- 
pointment of a commis- 
sion to “investigate into 
and report on the circum- 
stances in which particu- 
lars of file No. 47909/GS 
became available to a 
person who was not en- 
titled to them.” 


Third term 





If Mr. Lee’s motion 1s 
adopted by the Assembly it 
will form the third of the 
three terms of reference. 

The other two terms will 
incorporate Mr. Lee Kuan 
Yew’s motion, passed at 
the last meeting of the 
Assembly in spite of Mr. 
Lee wanting to withdraw 
- after he had spoken on 


The motion asked for an 
investigation into “an ac- 
count of $500,000 in Sep- 
tember 1958 in the First 
National City Bank in the 
name of Mr. Chew Swee 
Kee and the reasons why 
investigations in the mat- 
ter for the purposes of 
income tax were not pur- 
sued by the officers respon- 
sible in the Income Tax 
Department.” 

The Commission will have 
the powers and jurisdiction 
of a court but it is unlikely 
that its terms of reference 
will contain any stipulation 


as to whether it should 
hold its hearings in pri- 
vate or in public or when 


its report should be 


pub- 
lished 


— 


Secretary takes 


up post 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 16—Mr 
R. Joseph, newly-elected sec 
retary of the Singapore Civi 
Service Staff Side 
today assumed duties at hi 
office in Empress Place 


He was seconded from the 
Department to re- 
Muthucumaru, 


Survey 
Place Mr. M 


who resigned from the post 
fast week for personal rea- 
sons 


EXTRA COST FOR COMING 
GENERAL ELECTIONS 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 16—The 
| forthcoming general elections 
are expected to cost $160,500 


| more. 
| Approval of a 


| 
| The Government. 


supple- 
menrers or this amount 
lw sought in th S- 
rivalry between the differ- | lative Peace on on Maris 


in an 


accompanying 


Says that as a result of 
jthe introduction of com- 
|pulsory voting, it will be 


|necessary to have additional 


|publicity, polling equipment, 
| polling Stations and _ staff, 
ifor which the $160,500 is 


| required. 





statement to 
be presented to the House, 
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RAZAK SPEAKS 


KUALA 


LUMPUR, Mar. 16. 


THE ACTING Prime Minister, Dato Abdul Razak bin Hussein, today 
called on Opposition party leaders to offer constructive proposals 
which would assist the Government in fighting the present Emergency 
and creating better conditions in the country. 
He issued this invitation at a 90-minute closed- | 


door meeting with the 


joint secretaries of 


the 


Malayan People’s Socialist Front. Mr. Lim Kean 
Siew and Inche Nazar Nong. 


The meeting—at the 


request of the Socialist 


Front leaders—was mainly to discuss the recent) 
arrests of 125 people throughout the Federation, | 
including Socialist #ront members and leaders. | 


A joint communique issued | 
after the meeting gave point 
by point the questions rais- 
ed by the Front leaders and 
the Government’s stand. 


This is how the discussion 
went: 

MR LIM KEAN SIEW: 
The Alliance Government 
should convene an all-party 


conference to consider a 






complete review of the 
Emergency situation and re- 
gulations. The mass arrests 
under the Emergency regu- 


lations have created fear and 
suspicion among Opposition 
parties and their members. 

DATO RAZAK: The ques- | 
tion of the Emergency situa- | 
tion is a matter for the Gov- 
ernment. The state of Emer- 
gency will remain so long as 
the Government considers} 
there is a serious threat to 
the security of the country. 

As regards the Emergency 
regulations, these are under} 
constant review. Those found 
unnecessary are being revok- 
ed. Extension of the Emer-| 
gency regulations is subject to 
approval by the Legislative | 
Council yearly. 

Therefore I do not con- 
sider that such a meeting is 
necessary. But if leaders of 
any political party have any 
constructive suggestions or} 
proposals to make with a 
view to assisting in the pro- 
secution of the Emergency | 
and creating better condi-| 
tions in the country, then I} 
will only be too happy to hear | 
those views or suggestions. 


The public view 





MR. LIM: The public view | 
the recent arrests as a move 
directed towards oppression | 
of the Opposition parties. | 


| were 
| Emergency regulations. 


|}a person ! 
lithe right to object and his} 


| everything possible to see to 
'the welfare of detainees.” 


of the Malayan Communist 
Party and for assisting the 
subversive activities of the 


| MCP. 


| 

As I have also said Gov- 
ernment will never do any- 
thing to restrain the lawful 
activities of any political or- 
ganisation or its members|! 
who are dedicated to the} 
building up of parliamentary | 
democracy in this country, | 
Referring to the Socialist! 
Front leaders’ demand for 
procedural safeguards, Dato} 
Razak said these safeguards | 
adequate under the} 


| 

He said that if an order of | 
detention was made against} 
the detainee hadj| 


objection would be heard by! 
a committee of review. | 
DATO RAZAK: If the de-| 


| tention order is confirmed by | 


the committee then the case} 
will be reviewed by a review | 
commission at least once in 
six months. | 

The Front delegation then | 
complained that the present | 
procedure of hearing cases by 


ithe committee of review did | 
inot give a political detainee 
|a fair chance to defend him- 


self. 

Dato Razak promised to 
look into their compiaints, | 

Replying to allegations | 
that political prisoners were} 
given insufficient food and| 
went without any kind of} 


physical and mental acti- | 
vity. Dato Razak said: 
“The Government will do| 


The Socialist Front leaders | 


then referred to the recent | leaders strongly criticised the | 
| search by the police of La- 


| 
bour Party premises in Kuala | 


Lumpur following last | 
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THE BIG ROUND-UP: Marcus: Post was 


created by Mayor 


SI 


NGAPORE, Mar, 16. 


‘THE City Council’s Chief Administrative Of- 
ficer, Mr. P. C. Marcus, has submitted to the 


-council’s finance comm 
he says the Mayor, Mr. 


ittee a paper in which 
Ong Eng Guan, created 


‘a post without consulting him. 


The due t 


its meeting 


paper is 


# ;}committee at 
ato ami = | The new post is that of 
®'| Consultant Assessor, The ap- 


PAP not 
‘sincere and 
honest’ 


wINGAPORE, Mar. 16. 
, The chairman of 
Singapore State UMNO, 
Dato Abdul Hamid bin 
Haji Jumat, today at- 


tacked the People’s 
Action Party for not 
being “sincere and 


honest enough to come 
out openly and declare 
on which side of the 
fence they stood.” 


He said: “At yesterday’s 
PAP meeting (mass rally) Mr. 
Lee Kuan Yew (secretary- 
general) still persists in ac- 
cusing UMNO leaders of talk- 
ing in ‘inflamatory 
munal terms’ in order’ to 
create trouble and that we 
have been influenced by some 
people to do so. 


A challenge 


“TI challenge Mr. Lee to 
state which part of my speech 


or any of the speeches of the} 


UMNO executive committee 
members at our mass meeting 
on Mar. 8 was in any way 
inflamatory or communal.” 


At that meeting, UMNO 


PAP for its 
stand. 


Dato Abdul Hamid said that 


non-Communist 


| 
| month 


com- | 


|} pointee is Mr. K. Berkovits, 


Who will be paid $2,000 a 


The appointment was con- | 
; firmed by the council at its 
j\dast meeting earlier this 
month after a debate. 
| Mr. Marcus’ paper 
With the acute’ shortage of | 
| staff of the Assessment and | 


| Estates Department, as a re- | 


| suit of which the council may 
ibe unable to publish the 
11960 valuation list of city 
properties for 
purposes by August this year, 
las required by the Local 
|Government Ordinance. 

If this should happen Mr 
| Marcus says, the only alter- 
native would be to use this 
|year’s valuations for 
lyear as well, and 
|amendments from time to 
; time as the position allowed. 


| Staff shortage 





| 


ithe matter of acute 
| Shortage was reported to the 
| Deputy Mayor, Mr. Ong Pang 
|Boon, in January for a 
| policy decision, and later to 
|the Mayor, Mr. Ong Eng 
|Guan, on his return from 
| Jakarta, 

In November last year, Mr. 
| Marcus had asked ihe finance 
| committee’s 
sub-committee 
ithe creation 
|Supernumerary City Assessor 
| to understudy Mr. Stevenson 
;and be ready to take over 
|from him when he left in 
| March, 
| The 
|no decision at two meetings 


to agree to 


land at a meeting on Mar. 10, | 


he understood that it con- 
|sidered the post no longer 
| necessary. 
| Mr. Marcus had previously 
| reported to the finance com- 
| mittee that Mr. Stevenson 
was willing to withdraw his 


month’s swoop on subversive} since Mr. Lee was unable to| resignation if the council was 


elements. 
The joint statement said: | 


give categorical 


replies to 
UMNO’'s 


accusations against 


We feel that in some cases| “The Socialist Front leaders|the PAP, he was now harping 


these arrests may have been| were not suggesting that the | 


made for speeches given by | 
Front members on the plat-| 
form, We ask for structural | 
and procedural safeguards | 
and assurances. 


DATO RAZAK: As I have 
repeatedly stated these peo- 


ple were arrested not because | 


of their being members of 
any political 
cause of 


party but be-| 
their activities in} 
the furtherance of the cause! 


police had done anything 


such premises for legitimate 


; reasons they should at least} 
| make sure that there 


also present 
of the 
were not under arrest so that 
the party could know what 
was going on.” 

Dato Razak _ replied he 
would note this view. 





City Council men to 
boycott talks now 


QINGAPORE, Mar. 15. 
a ~The 10,000-mem- 
ber Singapore’ City 
Council Labour Unions 
Federation will boycott 
negotiations with a 
special council com- 
mittee on matters now 
in dispute between 
both parties. 

Last October, the federa- 
tion protested to the council 
on negotiations it _was 
conducting with the Chief 
Administrative Officer, Mr. 
P C. Marcus, on the 
ground that he had no 


powers to settle the matters 
at issue : 

A special committee was 
then 


appointed to carry on 








negotiations. The dispute is 
over several demands sub- 
mitted by the federation 
last year. 

In a statement 
the federation’s 
general, Mr. K. Sivasamy, 
said: “The federation has 
boycotted the negotiations 
that were being conducted 
with a council committee on 
all labour matters.” 

He said the boycott was 
the result of 

INCOMPETENCE of the 
committee to make deci- 
sions on matters discussed: 

DELAY IN referring mat- 
ters to the relevant commit- 
tee for a decision: 

MINUTES of committee 
meetings not being adequ- 
ately produced, 


tonight, 
secretary- 


{could destroy 
illegal but, in their opinion, | . 


if the police had to search| 


were | 
representatives | 
party concerned who} 


| agreeable and to remain until 
July 1 next year. 
But as he did not get an 


deals | | 
| until] 


assessment | 


| Officer, left 


next | 
make | 


Mr. Marcus’ paper tells how | 
Staff | 


establishment | 


of a post of | 


sub-committee made | 


oO be considered by 
on Mar. 18. 


the 


The file on the whole posi- 
tion was handed to the De- 


puty Mayor on Jan. 19 to 
consider the proposals as a 
matter of policy, said Mr. 


| Marcus, The file was with the 


Mayor after his return from 
Jakarta, 

He did not receive it back 
he called for it at the 
end of January. 

The Assessment Depart- 
ment has only one. senior 
Officer left, Mr. Heng Chong 
How, assistant assessor. 

The City Assessor, Mr. T. 
F. Stevenson, resigned and 
left on Mar. 11. Mr. G. M. 
Lowden, the next senior 
on Mar. 2, and 
Mr. H. S. Lewis, another ex- 
patriate ieft on Nov 5, 
1958. 

Mr. Marcus 


presents the 
| Staff position 


of the depart- 
;}ment by quoting a memo- 
|randum from Mr. Heng: 
“Moreover from Mar. 2, when 
|Mr. Lowden leaves, I shall 
| be the sole senior officer left 
to tackle the assessment and 
other work of all the four 
districts in the city, which 
were normally done by four 
officers. 


‘Impossible’ 





“It will be 
possible 
j}all the 


physically im- 
for me to discharge 
duties satisfactorily 
;and it is uncertain how long 
‘I will be able to stand the 
strain, but certainly not for 
long.” 

Mr. Marcus reports: “It 
| Should be noted that the post 
of Consultant Assessor was 
| created by the Mayor with- 
| 


out reference to me and I 
;}am not aware of the terms 
| which Mr. K. Berkovits 
has been appointed. It would 
|} appear that as consultant he 
jis not responsible for the 
routine work of the depart- 
' ment.” 


| Mr. Marcus further draws 
jattention to a memoran- 
|dum by Mr. Stevenson before 
lhe left. It said: “It will be 
|realised that several months 
}must elapse before any re- 


on one theme which he thinks | answer to his offer, he with- | cruited officers have settled 


UMNO. 
A reminder 


was “anti non-Malays.” 
Said Dato Abdul Hamid: 
|“Let me remind Mr. Lee that 


iwe are anti-nobody except 
|those who are disloyal to 
| Malaya. 


| 


| we feel that the PAP is not 
; Sincere and honest enough to 
|come out openly and declare 
/on which side 
they stand.” 


IT's GENERAL 
| SIR RICHARD 
HULL NOW 


| SINGAPORE, Mar. 15,.—Lt.- 
| Gen, Sir Richard Hull, 
C-in-C Far East Land 


Forces has been promoted 
to a full General, it was 
announced here tonight. 


The announcement was 
made on the eve of his 
departure from Singapore 
tomorrow on a four-week 
visit to Australia and New 
Zealand. 


Gen, Hull, 51, took up his 
present command last 
June. 


of the fence} 
| sion are retarded by political upheavals, states 


| drew it. 


in their work 





| “We are anti-PAP because 


mo | Stable Govt. ‘must’ 
for industry 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 14 


N° ORGANISATION with the best will in the world 
can continue to meet large wage bills if indus- 


trial and commercial activi 


ties and prospective expan- 
the 


chairman, Mr. S. A. Anderson, in the annual report 


of United Engineers Ltd. 

Mr. Anderson said_ since 
independence the stability of 
the Federation of Malaya 
had in no way been impaired. 
| “On the contrary”, added 
Mr. Anderson, 
|for industry 
promote new 
itypical example being the 
phenomenal! growth at Petal- 
ing Jaya.” 

“IT am sure it is the hone of 
all that similar conditions 
will prevail in Singapore 
|where it is so necessary to 
|create an atmosphere of con- 
fidence, to retain the good- 


to expand and 


wil] of our neighbours and 
to stimulate trade and in- 
dustry.” 


Singapore, said Mr Ander- 
son, had grown to its present 
international] 


|stature of im- 


“every en-| 
couragement had been given 


ventures, 4a/| 


portance over the years 
through the energy and en- 
terprise of men of all races 
resident here and encouraged 
by sound administration. 


The energy and enterprise 
are still evident and it only 
remained for the sound ad- 
ministration to be continued 
so that the future might be 
assured 


Mr. Anderson warned that 
the impending elections in 
Singapore and the Federation 
would almost certainly tend 
to put a break on expansion 
of all kinds which would be 
reflected in business general- 
ly. 

Recession, tin restriction 
and highly competitive condi- 
tions cut the profit for the 
year ended Dec. 31 from $1.- 
437.000 to $1,277,000 


10 


Plan for illness, 
maternity, old — 


age benefits 


AID FOR JOBLESS URGED, TOO-BUT 


IT HANGS ON MORE INFORMATION 
SINGAPORE, Mar, 18. 
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Retire at 50 plan 
not acceptable, 


says Mayor Ong 
NO DESIRE TO CREATE A 
NEW CLASS OF MEN 


SINGAPORE, Mar, 138. 
‘THE Mayor, Mr. Ong Eng Guan, has recom- 
mended to the City Council finance and 


SICKNESS benefits, old age pensions at 60 and maternity benefits for| general purposes committee not to accept the 


Singapore workers are proposed by the committee of officials which 


Whitley Council’s recommendation to let local 


has examined the Brocklehurst and Caine committee reports on stand-| senior officers retire at 50 with full provident 


ards of livelihood and social insurance schemes. 


fund benefits. 


The committee recomends unemployment 


insurance in prin- 


ciple, its implementation postponed until more information is avail- 
able on the problems and incidence of unemployment. 


The first draft of the 
Social Security Bill has 
already been drawn up 
by a social security ex- 
pert from the Interna- 
tional Labour Organi- 
sation, Mr. F. B. Mat- 
thews, who arrived in 
January. 

A note accompanying the 
interim report says that 
when the advice of an ac- 
tuary has been received, the 
Bill, together with its rules 
and regulations, would be pre- 
pared as the legislative basis 
of a comprehensive  pro- 
gramme of social security in 
Singapore. It would be pre- 
sented for consideration by 
the incoming Government. 


Payments 


All the benefits would be 
contributory, workers paying 
on a graduated scale from a 
minimum of $1 a month (if 
earning between $40 and 
$100) to a maximum of $30 a 
month if earning $500 a 
month or more. 

fhe recommended contri- 
nution by employers is six per 
cent of the worker’s pay to 
@ maximum of $30 a month. 

The rates of sickness, age 
and maternity benefits in all 
cases, including survivors’ 
benefits, would be the same— 
30 per cent of wages up to 
$100 a month and 15 per cent 
thereafter, with a maximum 
benefit for single persons of 
$90 a month; and 50 per cent 
and 25 per cent for a person 
with ependents, with a 
maximum benefit of $150 a 
month. 

Limits 

Sickness benefits would be 
limited to three months in 
any year; and eight weeks 
for maternity benefits (for 
which women entitled to 
maternity leave on full pay 
under the Labour Ordinance 
would not qualify). 

Survivors’ benefits would 
be paid to widows of 55 or 
over, if married for at least 
five years: or widows with 
children under 16 or under 
18 and receiving full time 
education. If not in these 
categories, the widows would 
get benefits for three months 
only. 


| 
The minimum age for a/| 


person to become insured 
should be 18. The self-em- 
ployed might be brought into 
the scheme on a voluntary 
basis after its successful 
launching 

These recommendations of 
the committee were presented 
in an interim report to the 
Legislative Assembly today. 

Other points made by the 
committee are that: 

The public assistance 
scheme should continue but 
only Singapore citizens should 
qualify for allowances 

Contributions to the Cen- 
tral Provident Fund should 
stop when the social in- 
surance scheme begins and 


all balances, except those of 


employees over 45 who might 


opt not to have their credits 
1 to the 


transferred, be hande 
insurance fund 


have their amounts trans-| received as of right. 
ferred should not be eligible! All resident non-Singapore 
for short term benefits under | citizens who are likely to be 
the social insurance scheme!a burden on _ public funds 
after the date of withdrawal | should be repatriated to 
of their money from the/ their places of origin at Gov- 
CPF |}ernment = cea gee sa 
‘ | A department of social sec- 
Sferred contributions : / 
wma ane to cnphapece the | urity. incorportating the 
right to sickness and other|CPF, the | public enue 
short term benefits from the | Section of — ggg 
start of the insurance scheme. | S0cial Welfare, the or y 
Payment of benefits over |™ment exchange of the Labour 
the years should, in all cases,| Department and the Registry 
be not less than the amounts | °f Births and Deaths, should 





the CPF at the date of trans- | the scheme. 


fer. e 
Those leaving Singapore The committee 
The committee has pre- 


and the Federation for good 
ee ch gy Ag sented this interim report 


butions because = a . 
++ istance, whic wou 

On the public assistance | 5 © 

scheme, the committee re- based on tables to be ex 


commends that the rates oe on the 1957 census 
should increase from $15 to|Wch have nr 
$20 a month for the head of | COMPiled, it was not able to 
a household, and from $8 to recommend firmly the rates 
$10 for his wife of contributions and benefits 
— payable and also to specify 
to what extent the Govern- 
an Means oe diniaiie ment should no — 
owances for ependen for financing the scheme. 
over 16 should remain at $8! The committee’s members 
each and for those under 16/are Mr. L.C. Goh (chairman), 
at $5 each. | Dr. M. Doraisingham_ Mr. Oon 
All public assitance pay-;Khye Kiang. Mr. C.E. Green, 


ments should be subject to aland Mr. W.S. Woon (sec- 
means test, whereas social/ retary). 


Government says no 
evidence of Klang 
election violation 


KUALA LUMPUR, Mar. 18. 


HE Selangor Government today announced that 
there was no evidence of any attempt to violate 
secrecy in the Klang Town Council elections on 
Dec. 8 last year. per , 
This follows a seven-wee:: |Cial or other person is dis- 
police probe into an alleged | ©/osed. 
breach of secrec 
The State Government or- | ¢XPressed the view that there 
dered the probe after a de-|!5 No evidence of any attempt 
|mand by the Labour Party uv: | having been made to break 
|Malaya for a public inquiry | the secrecy of the voting or 
It was alleged that in one |0f the secrecy of the voting 
lof the three polling stations | having in fact been broken 
jat Port Swettenham, seria. OF even jeopardised. 
numbers of voters were writ- In the elections, the Labour 
ten on the back of the bal- |Party candidate. Mrs. Lim 
[lot papers instead of the|Sian Lok, was defeated oy 
|counterfoils. The allegation | Inche Abdullah bin Haji Has- 
|was confirmed by the State |San (Alilance) by 445 votes 
Government 


The president of the Klang | 
|Labour Party, Mr. Teo Boor | Mr. Kong stays 
Wier the elections chairma: | e b 
, in by a vote 


}of the party branch Dr. Lim 

}Sian Lok, and the chair- 

|}man of the Party Rakyat BENTONG, Mar. 18—A move 
/Inche Mohamed Noor, had/|by an _ independent town 
demanded that the pre ,councillor to unseat an Al- 
siding officer concerned oe liance member for being ab- 
prosecuted. sent from three consecutive 
| The Government 
ment said: “The police in- | defeated by 
vestigation paper was re- against seven 
|ferred to the Public Prose- The Alliance councillor is 
jcutor who has directed that, Mr 
no criminal offence on the | man who sought to eject him 
ipart of any elections offi-! Mr. Tan Kun Chuan 

















One vote—eight 


_. Those who opted not to | insurance benefits should be| 


standing to their credit jn | be set up to the administer | 


not yet been) 


“The Public Prosecutor has | 


State- meetings of the council was} 


Kong Than Fatt. The} 


The Whitley Council, whicn 


a year since the inaugura- 
tion of the new City Council 
in December 1957 came _ to 
life on Dec. 5, 1958 and a 
meeting was held with the 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Mr. P. C. Marcus, as_ chair- 
man. 


Mr. Marcus, representing 
the City Council, and Mr 
Ling Ding Seng, representing 
the Staff side, made joint re- 
commendations to the counct. 
for adoption. 


On the recommendations of 
\the Whitley Council the Ma- 
|yor said: 

“There is no doubt. that 
certain local senior officers, 
who are now past or nearing 
the age of 50, and who occupy 
important posts in the coun 
cil, would stand to benefit 
handsomely if such a recom- 
——— were to be accept- 
ed. 


Cherish hope 





“The nature of thelr work 
makes them not readily re- 
Placeable and there js no 
doubt in their minds that it 
they were to be allowed to 
opt retirement at 50, like cer- 


opted, with substantial aboli- 
tion terms in the Government 


Council, they might be asked 
to sign one, two or three year 
contracts at highly attrac- 
tive salaries to continue at 
their jobs as certain expat 
riate officers have done. 


“Some local Malayan senior 
officers must surely cherisn 
the hope of enjoying this 
Same treatment given by the 
old council to expatriate of- 
|ficers if the council should 
; be agreeable to amending the 
| present Provident Fund Rules 
|in order to allow officers to 
;Opt retirement at the age oi 





|50 with full Provident Fund | 


| benefits. 


| low Officers to opt 
ment at the age of 50. 


retire- 
| 


| “The council is unable to| 


j}accept this recommendation 
;as it has no desire to create 
|a new class of local senior 
| Officers who believe that they 
| Should step into the shoes of 
| the expatriates and be en- 
| titled to every privilege that 
| former colonial - dominated 
| councils accorded to expat- 


| 


KUALA TRENGGANU, 
Mar. 18. — The Alliance 
working committee here 


will appeal to the Prime 
| Minister, Tengku Abdul 
Rahman, to settle its pro- 
blem of a division of seats 
between UMNO and MCA 
for the state elections. 

UMNO delegates want 23 
out of 24 seats to be con- 
tested by their nominees 





| 


had been inactive for nearly | 


| tain expatriate officers have | 


or Table A of the Provident | 
Fund Rules in the City | 


| “Government does not al-| 


In a memorandum to the committee, he also 
opposed granting free passage to local senior offi- 
cers to go to temperate countries for holidays. 





riate officers. 

“That is not the purpose 
iof our Malayanisa 
tion scheme.” 


Not obsessed 





| The memorandum then 
|emphasised: “We want loca! 
|senior officers who can iden- 
| tify themselves with the peo 
| ple of this country, to be abie 
|}to work harder, better and 
| longer than the expatriates, 
and not be obsessed all the 
| time with the idea of just 
/filling positions vacated oy 
|expatriates in order to in- 
|herit the most - favoured 
jtreatment that the  expat- 
| riates had enjoyed. 

| “It should be pointed out 
that the public of Singapore 
who has been in the fore- 
front in the fight for mer- 
;deka has not benefited fin- 
jancially or materially. The 
| only persons who have bene- 
fited in this connection are 
|}@ small handful of local 
|senior officers in the public 
services. 

| “They shouid be grateful 
to the masses and shouid 
| not expect for more and more 
| Privileges enjoyed by Euro- 
|peans, but devote their lives 
|and energies to our people. 


| 
| 


Set examples 





| On free passage grants io 
|local senior officers, the me- 
|morandum said: “Where is 
the justification for costly 
|holidays to be spent by the 
local senior officer and_ his 
wife in the United Kingdom 
j}at public expense? 
| “The dawn of a new era 
‘in Singapore will call for 
| Asian officers, who are loyal 
to this country, to make 
some little sacrifices and to 
|Set themselves up as examples 
for other people to follow. 
“That some of our local 
{senior officers should de- 
mand that they be allowed 
; to spend ‘home leave’ in the 
United Kingdom, like expat- 
riate officers do, is quite be- 
‘yond the comprehension of 
, the council. 
“It is very discouraging to 
|} see local senior officers who 
| have benefited from Malay- 
;anisation and also who have 
fought for the principle o: 
Malayanisation, also asking 
for expatriate privileges like 
retirement age of 50, and ex- 
patriate passages to U.K. for 
‘home leave.’ ” 


Deadlock over seats, so 
— Tengku’s help sought 


and the other by MCA. 
The MCA delegates want at 
least three seats. 

A deadlock was reached 
between the parties at a 
meeting last night. 

The committee has also 
decided to send appeals to 
members requesting dona- 
tions for its election fund 
which has a target of 
$48,000. 
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10 Bills passed without debate ‘Deficit’ 


E Legislative As- 
sembly today pass- 
ed without debate ten 
Bills, some of them to 
smooth the way for the 
introduction of the 
new constitution giv- 
ing Singapore self-gov- 
ernment. 
The Bills 


passed were 
LAWS OF SINGAPORE 
(MISCELL AWN E- 


OUS AMENDMENTS) BILL: 
This makes a number of 
amendments to the laws of 
Singapore, including one to 
the Criminal Procedure 
Code to accord with the 
agreement reached at the 
constitutional conference 
in London last year 


This amendment pro- 
vides that while that Sin- 
gapore Government may 
request the _ assistance of 
British forces to help the 
civil authorities, it will be 
for the’ British Govern- 
ment to decide how and to 
what extent to accede to 
such a request. 


SINGAPORE Mar. 18 


SINGAPORE CITIZEN- 
SHIP (AMENDMENT), 
BILL: To come into opera- 
tion when the new consti- 
tution comes into force 
The Bill will, among other 
things. give international 
status to Singapore citizen- 
ship 

When the colony becomes 
the State of Singapore, the 
Government will be able tu 
issue passports. 


THE FINANCIAL SECRE- 
TARY (INCORPORATION) 
BILL: It provides for the 
transfer of all properties 
now held by the Chief Se- 
cretary to the Financial Se- 
cretary 


Post abolished 


Explaining the Bill, the 
Attorney-General, Mr. E. P. 
Shanks, said that when the 
new constitution came into 


rece, the post of Chief Se- 
cretary would no longer 
exist 

It was, therefore con- 
Sidered appropriate for pro 


perty held by 
cretary to be held by the 
Financial Secretary (who 
will be the Minister in 
charge of the Treasury 


the Chiet Se- 


under the new constitu- 
tion). 
THE FOREIGN JUDG- 


MENTS (RECIPROCAL EN- 
FORCEMENT) BILL: Mr 
Shanks said it was a useful 
step to give Singapore citi- 
zens the right to enforce 
judgments obtained else- 
where. 

He said he considered 
the Bill a most useful and 
progressive step in a trad- 
ing community such as Sin- 
gapore 

CRIMINAL 
PORARY 
BILL: 


LAW (TEM- 
PROVISIONS) 
This repeals a sec- 





No verbatim City 
until full board 


ATO Abdul Hamid 

bin Haji Jumat, 
Minister for Local Gov- 
ernment, Land and 
Housing, will be told 
tomorrow morning that 
the City Council would 
submit a verbatim re- 
port to him of last 
week’s council debate 
which led to an oppo- 
sition walkout. 


But the verbatim report 
will not be forwarded to 
him officially before the 
formal approval] of the full 
council meeting at the end 
of the month. 

This was decided today 
by the council’s finance 
and general purposes com- 
mittee after considering 
the legal opinion submitted 
by the council's legal advi- 
ser and prosecuting solici- 
tor, Mr. M.C. Schubert, on 
the matter. 

Mr. Schubert’s legal ad- 
vice said: 

“Section 70 of the Local 
Government Ordinance en- 
acts that the ‘Minister may 
at ail times call for such 
reports, statistics, or other 
information connected with 
the working, income and 
expenditure of the City 
Council as he deems fit, 
and the City Council shall 
fortnwith comply with such 
requisition.’ 


What law says 


“The ‘City Council’ means 
the City Council of Singa- 
pore originally incorporat- 
ed by Indian Act No. 27 of 
1857 with the status of a 
City conferred by a_ royal 
charter dated the 24th day 
of July 1951, and as consti- 
tuted under the provisions of 
Section 6 of this Ordinance. 

“It would appear that 
formal approval of the City 
Council is necessary before 
the report asked for is for- 
warded to the Minister. 
Section 70 states, inter alia, 
that ‘the City Council shall 
forthwith comply with such 


requisition.’ 
“The pepeomst of the 
Council, this instance, 


appears ha be purely formal, 
as the words ‘shall forthwith 
comply’ seem to be manda- 
tory, leaving no choice but 
for the City Council to 
comply with the requisition 
of the Minister. 

“Tt would suggest, with 
respect, that the said ver- 
batim report be forwarded 
to the financial and gene- 
ral purposes committee for 





| The 


| They represent 


| 





| Singapore, Mar. 18 | 
& 

scrutiny when formal ap- 
proval is sought.” 

The finance and general 
purposes committee ask 
the Acting City Secretary 
to write, first thing on 
the morning of Mar. 19, to 
the Ministry of Local Gov- 
ernment, Lands and Hous- 
ing explaining that: 

@ The City Council is 
as anxious as anybody else 
to comply with the provi- 
Sions of the Local Govern- 
ment Ordinance; 


@ To enclose a copy of 
the opinion given by the 
Legal Adviser and Prosecut- 
ing Solicitor. 

A City Council Informa- 
tion Bureau, in a statement 
issued tonight, said that 
because of the mischievous 
and provocative articles 
published today in a cer- 
tain English-language news- 
paper (not the Straits 
Times) about action being 
taken by the Ministry of 
Loca] Government, Lands 
and Housing for a requisi- 





Police reveals MCP schemes 


\ ALAYAN Communist 
‘ Party has a well- 
planned programme 


for making Malaya a 
Communist republic. 

But the Government knows 
of the party’s intention. 

It also knows how the MCP 
hopes to achieve its goal. 

Many of the details of the 
plan were revealed today 
by a Special Branch officer, 
DSP Lee Heng Fong, 

Mr. Lee was giving a talk 
on Communist infiltration 
and subversion to 35 local 
council clerks on a civics 
course. 


Four women 


clerks, including four 
women, are from four dis- 
tricts in Perak. 

about 50,000 
people living in new vil- 
lages. 


|Mr. Lee said the MCP had 


lost the armed struggle in 
the jungle. 

The party now intends to 
achieve its politicai aims 
by “more constitutional 
means.’ 

|The Government has learnt 
from captured Communist 


report 
decides 


tion of the verbatim report, 
the council wishes to clari- 
fy that it was as anxious 
as any other organisation 
in Singapore to abide by 
the rule of law. 


The reason 


“It is just as anxious to 
comply with the provisions 
of Section 70 of the Local 
Government Ordinance,” 
it added. 

The statement then gave 
the reason why the verba- 
tim report was not imme- 
diately forwarded to the 
Minister. 

The Chief Administrative 
Officer, Mr. P.-C. Marcus, 
and Mr. Schubert, were both 
present at today’s commit- 
tee meeting which the 
Mayor, Mr. Ong Eng Guan, 
presided. 

Those who attended in- 
cluded PAP councillors Mr. 
Wee Toon Boon, Mr. Tse 
Li Wah, Miss Chan Choy 
Siong; Mr. Tang Peng Yeu 
(SPA), Mr. Wang Tsun Hao 
(SPA), Mr. SM. Vasagar 
(Liberal Socialist), Mrs. 
Leon-Soh (Independent) 
and Mr. N. Karuppiah (In- 
depe ndent) 


By RONALD KINSEY 
Ipoh, Mar. 18 


documents how the MCP 


hopes to act. 


|The Communists would in- 


filtrate into political 
parties without revealing 
their identity 
They would influence these 
| parties to form a united 
front, overthrow the 
Government and abolish 


the Emergency Regulations 
then they would join the 
front. 

Finally they would weaken 
and undermine the other 
members of the front until 
there was only one party 
left in Malaya. 


| That party would be the 


Communist Party 


“Their intention is that they 


will then form a Com- 
munist Republic of Mala- 


ya. 
“Once they have taken over 


full control of the coun- 
try, they will amend the 
constitution to suit their 
purposes and do as they 
like.” 


tion of the principal ordin- 

nce which provided for 
the imposition of a curtew 
in certain parts of Singa 
pore territorial waters in 
the Straits of Johore 

nis section was no lor 
er necessary now that t 
whole of Johore had been 
declared a white area 1id 
the Chief Secretary, Mr. fF 
B. David 


MERCHANT SHIPPING 
(AMENDMENT) BILL : 
This amendment was con- 
sequential on the repeal) of 
a section of the Criminai 
Law (Temporary Pro 
visions) Bill, said the Min- 
ister for Commerce an 
Industry, Mr. J. M. Juma- 
dhoy. It provided for the 
report of arrival of vessels 
at certain points north of 
Singapore. 


RUBBER REGULATION 
(REPEAL) BILL, and RUB- 
BER ESTATES (SUR- 
CHARGE ONASSESS. 
MENT ) (AMENDMENT) 
BILL. 


Not required 


The first Bill repeals the 
Rubber Regulation Ordin- 
ance, now no longer =sre- 
quired. The second Bill pro- 
vides that any surcharge 
levied will be credited to 
the new Malayan Rubber 
Fund. 


ESTATE DUTY (AMEND- 
MENT) BILL: This provides 
that gifts of property made 
within five years of the 
death of the owner will be 
deemed to be part of the 
owner’s property for estate 
duty purposes. 


APPROPRIATION BILL: 
This provides authority for 
the spending of about $143.- 
000,000 above the approved 
expenditure for 1957. 





them yet 


TAIPING, Mar. 





the District Office here. 
They were 


dents in the  Larut 


No claim for 


18.—About 
190 state nationality certifi- | 
;cates are lying unclaimed in 


issued to resi- | count 
and | 


turns 


out to be 
$5 mil. 
surplus 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 18. 

“ Singapore had a sur- 
plus of $5 million in 
1958 instead of the ex- 
pected deficit, the Fin- 


ancial Secretary, Mr. 
Oon Khye Kiang, said 
today. 


He was giving the Legisla- 
tive Assembly a statement on 
the provisional 1958 accounts 

Mr. Oon asked the House to 
make supplementary provision 
of $2,889,360 to cover certain 
essential services until a 
Budget is introduced by the 
| next Government. 


Revenue up 


| It was forecast last year 
| that 1958 would end with 
revenue and expenditure 


| balanced at $248 million, with 
ja deficit of $13 million in the 
| Development Fund and a 
| charge of about $4 million for 
| Malayanisation compensation, 
both of which would have to 
| be met from reserves. 


However, revenue had in- 
| creased by about $2 million to 
| about $250 million, chiefly 
because of the unexpected 
| receipt late in the year of 
; Over $1 million in refunds to 
|the Malayan Establishment 
| Organisation. 


| Actual expenditure turned 
out to be $2648 million and, 
| taking into account a $20 
| million revenue from the 
|Christmas Island transfer, 
there was therefore a surplus 
|of $5 million. 


Appreciation 


| There was also an apprecia- 
| tion of investments by $3.6 
| million. Taking this into ac- 
the general revenue 
balance at Dec, 31 was $87 


| Matang district in 1957, but | million instead of the esti- 
ithey have not come forward | | mated $83 million. 


| to claim them. 
The’ certificates 
| destroyed if they are 
claimed by April 16. 


Mr. Lee did not think they 
had a chance to succeed 
—provided everyone was 
conscious of their plan. 

He said there were two sec- 
tions in the Communist 
Party. 

| One was for purposes of in- 

| filtration and subversion. 

|The other was in tne back- 
| ground, Mr. Lee said. 


Core of party 


|Those in the background 

were the core of the party. 

|They were always looking 

| for stooges to participate 

| in overt activities to fur- 
ther their ultimate objec- 
tives under the guise of 
socialism and democracy 

|In their programme of sub- 
version, the Communists 
would take part in social 

| outings, dances, music and 

| eultural activities—all to 
gain the confidence of the 
people they wished to in- 
fluence. 

Particularly vulnerable were 
schoolchildren who were 
immature and easily led 
into activities without un- 
derstanding the rea] 
meaning of them 


| 
| 


Mr. Oon said that when the 


will be Assembly was prorogued at 
not | the end of this month, there 


| would be a lapse of about two 
|months until the general 
| election was held. 

Also it would be some time 
before the Government was 
ready with a supplementary 
budget to implement policy 
|In the meantime certain es- 
| sential services would have 
to be carried on and financial 
| provision must be made so 
| there would be no difficulty 
in the next three months. 


5 MORE 
STUDENTS 
HELD 


ENANG, Mar. 18.—Five stu_ 
dents, including one girl, 
| have been detained by the 
|Special Branch here during 
;}the past two days under 
| “Operation Basoh” for sus- 
pected subversive activities. 
Three of them were picked 
up at places where they 
were staying — “not in their 
homes,” a spokesman said. 
A number of “prejudicial 
books and papers” seized are 
now being examined. 


On? more suspect among 
those picked up on Feb. 25 
has been released, leaving a 
total of 18 still being held 
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Tax file leak: PAP accused 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 

18.—A Singapore 
People’s Alliance As- 
semblyman, Mr. Lee 
Choon Eng, today 
charged the People’s 
Action Party with 
infiltrating and poli- 
tically corrupting the 
civil service for its 
own ends, 

He said that unless 
the leakage of secret 
information from the 
Income Tax Depart- 
ment to the PAP was 
traced, public confi- 
dence in the whole ser- 
vice would be shatter- 
ed 

Mr. Lee was speaking in 
the Legislative Assembly 
today on his motion calling 
for a Commission of In- 
quiry to investigate the 
matter. 


Anxiety 





He proposed that, in 
view of the leakage of 
secret income tax infor- 
mation, and “in view of the 
resulting public anxiety re- 
garding the safety of all 


the secret or confidential 
information” entrusted to 
the Income Tax Depart- 


ment, the Assembly should 
express the opinion that a 
Commission of Inquiry 
should be appointed. 

The Commission would 
investigate and report on 
the circumstances in which 
particulars of file 47909/GS 
became available to a per- 
son not entitled to it. 

Of the speakers on the 
motion, only one so far 
was opposed to it. 

He was Mr. Francis Tho- 
mas, the former Minister 
for Communications and 
Works. 

Mr. Thomas said it seem- 
ed conclusive that some- 
one had talked out of turn, 
and it was a matter for 
the heads of the civil ser- 
vice to take appropriate 
action and ensure that 
there were no further lea- 
kages. 

The debate was adjourn- 
ed till tomorrow when the 
Assembly is expected to 
take a vote on the motion. 

A second debate will fol- 
low on a motion by Mr Lee 
Kuan Yew, calling for the 
immediate resignation of 
the Government and the 
holding of general elec- 
tions “in view of the public 
disgust and loss of public 
confidence in the Govern- 
ment.” 

MR. LEE CHOON ENG 
(SPA). moving his motion, 
said that on March 4, the 
Member for Tanjong Pagar 
had disclosed information 
recorded in a file No 
47909 GS. 

He said he understood 
this file to belong to the In- 
come Tax Department 
under the name of Mr 
Chew Swee Kee 

The Member for Tanjong 
Pagar had told the last 
meeting of the Assembly 
that it was recorded in the 
file that Mr. Chew saw Mr. 
Holloway (Controller of In- 
come Tax). 

The Financial Secretary 
had said that Mr. Chew 
never saw Mr. Holloway. 

How was it, asked Mr. Lee, 
that the Member for Tan- 
jong Pagar knew of this 
meeting if he had no access 
to the file? 


Surprising 





He said it was rather sur- 
prising that the Member for 
Tanjong Pagar was able to 
get information recorded in 
a confidential file. There 
must. therefore, be some 
leakage in that department. 

It was the duty of the 
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department to receive ac- 
counts and assess them and 
not disclose anything about 
them. 

Mr. Lee then quoted 
lengthily from a section of 
the Income Tax Ordinance 
in connection with the 
duties of officers in the de- 
partment. 

In effect, the section 
states that officers shall re- 
gard and deal with all in- 
formation and documents 
as secret and confidential. 
Anyone communicating or 
attempting to communi- 
cate information or allows 
any person to have access 
to such information is guilty 
of an offence. 

Mr. Lee said he was aware 
that every officer who 
joined the department had 
to sign a form pledging 
secrecy. He understood 
that all officers were oblig- 
ed not to divulge anything 
about their work either 
during or after office hours. 

“This is very shocking in 
the eyes of the public and 
I am quite sure that the 
public is quite alarmed by 
this leakage,” he said. 

The public expected a 
public service of the highest 
quality, efficient, honest and 
loyal, and this was what 
the PAP expected if it came 
into power. 

It was the duty of the 
public service to safeguard 
any secret information. 

Mr. Lee said that the PAP 
had planted stooges to in- 
filtrate “here and there.” 

There was evidence dur- 
ing the past year that 
these stooges had infiltrat- 
ed into trade union organi- 
sations and schools, and 
had brought about strikes 
and caused damage to 
schools. 

Now that the general 
election was coming nearer 
and nearer. the PAP had 
no alternative but to infil- 
trate into the civil service 
to find an additional 
strength and to obtain con- 
fidential information to use 
against political foes 

Public confidence in the 
Income Tax Department 
and in its ability to keep 
confidential information 
secret was vital. 


Hardship 


Most small firms relied 
on credit from the big firms 
to keep going. But if the 
financial state of the small 
firms should leak out from 
the Income Tax Depart- 
ment, and it became known 
that they were making no 
profits, the big firms might 
cancel their credit. 

“Are we going to cause 
hardship to these people?” 
Mr. Lee asked. “If their 
business closed down, there 
will not be employment, 
even for the PAP stooges.” 

Of the four types of cor- 
ruption—monetary,  politi- 
cal, power and confidence 
corruption — political and 
confidence corruption were 
the worst. 

“In this particular case. 
the PAP is politically cor- 
rupt. because it tried to use 
the civil service to get in- 
formation to use against 
its political opponents,” 
Mr. Lee said. 

The PAP had tried to 
break the confidence in cl- 
vil servants by obtaining 
confidential information 
from them 

It was fortunate that the 
whole civil service was not 
involved. If the present 
leakage was not traced, the 
PAP would infiltrate more 
into the service and da- 
mage the reputation of 
the whole service 

Without mentioning 
names, Mr. Lee said that 





recently there had been the 

example of certain politi- 
cians, who had been re- 
garded as the “most ho- 
nest,” leaking out infor- 
mation they had obtained 
in confidence. 

The Speaker, Sir George 
Qehlers, interrupted Mr. 
Lee to remind him that 
this reference to the per- 
sonal conduct of Mr. Fran- 
cis Thomas, the former Mi- 
nister for Communications 
and Works, was against 
standing orders and could 
not be referred to except 
on qa substantive motion 

Mr. Lee said that he was 
only making a passing re- 
ference to the matter. 

“If we have politicians 
in Singapore, in whom we 
have trust and faith, who 
eould leak out secret in- 
formation, is Singapore 
safe enough?” he asked. 

The Speaker again call- 
ed Mr. Lee to order. 

Mr. Lee, said: “For the 
Purpose of obtaining infor- 
mation, politicians and 
political parties may pro- 
mise heaven and earth, and 
when they come into power. 
will they make good their 
promise?” 


Influence 





The City Council was an 
example of this, he said 

The Chief Administrative 
Officer, Mr. P. C. Marcus, 
had been promised heaven 
and earth. 

“Today we have a Mar- 
cus versus Mayor Ong in 
the City Council,” Mr. Lee 
added. “Is that what it 
should be? 

“I feel that no political 
party should influence a 
civil servant to obtain sec- 
ret information. 

At the same time no 
civil servant should disclose 
any confidential informa- 
tion to a political party to 
win favour from that party 
and promotion if it should 
come into power. 

“All civil servants should 
be above party politics and 
be loyal to the service and 
maintain the faith and 
confidence in them. 

“T am sure ail members 
of this House. including the 
Member for Tanjong Pagar 
(Mr. Lee Kuan Yew), will 
join me to deplore in the 
strongest terms the leakage 
of secret information from 
the Income Tax Depart- 
ment and will support my 
motion.” 


MR. LIM KOON TECK 
(SPA), supporting the mo- 
tion, said that he endorsed 
everything said by Mr. Lee 
Choon Eng. 


Exhibition 


Mr. Lim recalled that Mr 
Lee Kuan Yew had repeat- 
edly said that he would ex- 
pect the highest standard 
of efficiency from the civil 
service and an absolutely in- 
ccrruptible standard. They 
had agreed wholeheartedly 
with him 

“Yet he gave us an exhi- 
bition the other day of how 
he expects Government 
servants to behave should 
his party come into power,” 
Mr. Lim said. 

“Under Ss party rule, 
every Government servant 
would be expected to give 
every information that 
would be required by the 
party. Otherwise, no matter 
how secret it should be, he 
would get into very serious 
trouble.” 

Mr. Lim asked how Mr 
Lee Kuan Yew could justify 
his knowledge of even the 
number of a secret file, file 





No. 47909/GS of the Income 
Tax Department. 

“For what purpose has he 
mentioned this number? To 
show to the world that no- 
thing is secret to him? 

“How can he so literally 
throw his weight about, as 
if he is going to be the first 
Prime Minister of Singapore 
after the next election? 

“The answer is that he 
wants to threaten Govern- 
ment servants so that in 
the next two months they 
should bow down to the will 
of the party and give them 
all the information they 
want 

“Let everyone in Singa- 
pore take heed and be pre- 
pared to accept the form of 
government that he can ex- 
pect if he does not exercise 
his vote properly.” 

“The people should realise 
that with the PAP it did 
not matter how it won the 
election. 

“The aim justifies the 
means,” he said. 

MR. LIM CHER KHENG 
(Ind.), who also supported 
the motion, said: “The seri- 
ousness of this leakage of 
information from an in- 
come tax, official to a poli- 
tical] party is already a well 
accepted fact.” 

But what people wanted 
to know was what made 
the Government official risk 
his career by passing on in- 
formation which he was 
bound by regulations to 
keep secret 

“If I can beat the SPA 
and UMNO then I will make 
you Permanent Secretary.” 
the official might have been 
told. said Mr. Lim. 

He asked if there was a 
national emergency which 
required this leakage of in- 
formation to save the whole 
country. The PAP had ad- 
mitted that the $500,000, al- 
leged to have been deposit- 
ed in Mr. Chew Swee Kee’s 
name was a political gift 
and not liable to income 
tax. 


The pattern 





The fact that the money 
was in American dollars did 
not necessarily mean it 
came from an American 
source. 

It could have come “som 
the Formosa Government 
or the Japanese Govern- 
ment, both of which were 
interested in seeing that 
Singapore politics followed 
the pattern of the South- 
East Asia Treaty Organisa- 
tion. 

MR. FRANCIS THOMAS, 
speaking from an  Op- 
position back bench, 
said if there was any leak- 
age of secret or confiden- 
tial information it was 
deplorable and action 
Should be taken to see it 
did not occur again. 

But it was not an appro- 
priate case for qa Commis- 
sion of Inquiry. and he 
believed the motion seek- 
ing one had been moved 
for political purposes. 

If there had been a 
genuine desire for leak- 
ages to be cleared up there 
would have been calls for 
Commissions of Inquiry 
long ago. 

There had been contin- 
ual allegations in the Press 
of decisions of the Council 
of Ministers, and about 
leakages of secret docu- 
ments from different Min- 
istries. 


The heat 





Yet the Assembly had 
never been in the least bit 
interested. 

“But only when the 
political heat is coming on 


we must show our keen 
desire that the civil ser- 
vice must be careful of its 
secrets,” Mr. Thomas said. 

There had been an enor- 
mous number of Commis- 
sions of Inquiry in the 
past few years and if peo- 
ple kept on calling for 
more the whole system 
would become ridiculous. 

The tendency was to call 
for a Commission with the 
attitude “I’m an_ honest 
man, he’s a crook and a 
Commission of Inquiry will 
prove me right”, Mr. Tho- 
mas continued. 

If there were leakages, 
it was for the civil service 
to see they did not recur 
and take the proper dis- 
ciplinary action, 

It was less desirable in 
his view for the matter to 
be made known publicly 
than to be dealt with by 
the departmental head. 

Certainly if any honest 
citizen did come to know 
about any leakage he 
should not keep silent. 

he motion implied that 
the Government’s own 
Ministers could not control 
the affairs of the civil ser- 
vice and needed a commis- 
sion to help them. 

Mr. Thomas said leakages 
could occur in a number of 
ways and need not neces- 
sarily be malicious or de- 
liberate. 


Difficulty 





He had seen secret docu- 
ments, after being typed in 
the confidential registry of 
the Chief Minister’s office. 
being taken downstairs for 
duplicating to the  press- 
room of the public relations 
office where Pressmen came 
in and out. 


There were a number of 
allegations about that time 
about quite secret infor- 
mation. 


He had seen the door of 
the confidential registry 
open and two men, looking 
for somewhere quiet to 
talk, going in and sitting 
down in the registry be- 
cause it was “a nice quiet 
place.” 

“I am not alleging any- 
thing about these things,” 
Mr. Thomas said. “I am 
only emphasising the diffi- 
culty of maintaining  sec- 
recy.” 

He said it seemed con- 
Clusive that someone had 
talked out of turn about 
the income tax matter and 
it should be looked into, but 
he could not see any good 
coming Out of a Commis- 
Sion of Inquiry. 

The Chief Secretary, the 
Financial Secretary and de- 
partmental officials were 
the ones to take the proper 
steps to see no more leak- 
ages occurred. 

MR. LIM CHOON MONG 
(SPA) said he was_ horri- 
fied by Mr. Thomas’s dis- 
closures that there were 
leakages even from the 
Council of Ministers. 


Grave offence 





Mr. Thomas had admit- 
ted he knew that import- 
ant things were being leak- 
ed out but what had he 
done to stop the leakages 
when he was there? 

“Today, with him sitting 
on the Opposition benches 
I am certain there will be 
no further leakages,” he 
added, amid laughter. 

But the Speaker repri- 
manded Mr. Lim and direct- 
ed him to withdraw the im- 
Plication against Mr. Tho- 
mas, which he did. 

Continuing, Mr. Lim said 
the matter must be viewed 
from the gravity of the of- 
fence. If there were leak- 


ages of information which 
could harm no-one it was 
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Lee’s ‘resign’ motion defeated 19 votes to 6 





‘WAKE UP’ CALL BY LIM 


‘Place nation above everything’ ©: "' 


SINGAPORE, Mar, 19. 
THE Chief Minister, Tun Lim Yew Hock, to- 
day told the people of Singapore to wake 
up or they would repent at leisure over allow- 
ing the new constitution to get into the wrong 
hands. 


“All those not in the PAP who believe 
that what is happening in the City Council to- 
day is not for the good of the country, wake 
up!” he declared in the Legislative Assembly. 

“Wake up and fight. Don’t be mes- 
merised. Don’t be so afraid. Remember we 
must place the national interest above every- 
thing.” 

The Chief Minister. who also described the 
new constitution as “a calculated risk,’ was 
speaking on a PAP motion demanding the imme- 
diate resignation of the Government in order to 
ensure a clean election. 

After a tense emotion-filled debate, lasting 
nearly five hours—the last in the four years’ life 
of the Assembly, the motion was defeated by 19 
votes to 6, with an absention by the only ex- 
officio Minister present. 

Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, the PAP leader, had mov- 
ed that “in view of the public disgust and loss 
of public confidence in the Government as a re- 
sult of recent disclosures, this Assembly cails 
for the immediate resignation of the Govern- 
ment and the holding of general elections.” 

He declared that if the Ministers vacated 
office and allowed officials to manage the Gov- 
ernment machinery till polling day it would per- 
mit a sane, clean election fight. 


Unpleasant aftermath 


His party, he said, was determined to play 
the game peacefully and cleanly, and “the 
trumps” were with them. 

But if the game was played dirty, the after- 
math would be unpleasant. He was not suggest- 

ing there would be riots, but there would be 
trouble if people were attacked in outlying dis- 
tricts, as members of his party were in the Kal- 
lang by-election. 

Referring to the “illustrious example” of the 
Federation Prime Minister, Tengku Abdul 
Rahman, Mr. Lee invited Tun Lim to resign in 
the same way and said he would have no ob- 
jection to Ministers taking paid leave. 

In a speech winding up the debate, Mr. Lee 
claimed that his party represented’ the last 
chance for the “democratic experiment” to suc- 
ceed in Singapore. 

Dato Abdul Hamid, the Minister for Local 
Government, Lands and Housing, who had earlier 
figured in a bitter clash with Mr. Lee Kuan Yew 
over happenings in the City Council said it 
was his duty to see the council was properly 
run and he would not shirk his duties. 

He said he had come to the conclusion that, 
in the hands of the present councillors, the City 
administration had reached a point where the 
public interest demanded serious consideration 
by him as to whether he should intervene or not. 
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“I therefore intend to take all such steps 
should I deem it necessary in the public in- 
terest, irrespective of whether the PAP accu- 
ses me of doing so for political ends or not,” 
said Dato Hamid. 

He said it was only since UMNO’s exposure 
of the PAP that people were realising that in 
Malaya’s situation today, non-Communist 
synonymous With pro-Communist, 


“A non-Communist is more dangerous than 


a full-blooded Communist,’ Dato Hamid de- 
clared. 


He accused the PAP of instituting a people’s 
court or gestapo system in the City Council, and 
Said they were afraid the longer it was to elec- 
tion day the worse it would be for them because 
their stock had fallen everywhere from the 
rich towkay to the humble hawker. 

Saying that some who knew the PAP called 
them the “Party Atas Pagar” (party on the 
fence) Dato Hamid added: “Yes the public is dis- 
gusted and the public has lost confidence, but in 
the PAP, not the Government.” 

Opposition members who added their votes to 
those of the three PAP members, in support of 
the motion, were Mr. A. R. Lazarous (Ind.), Mr. 
Seah Peng Chuan (Ind.) and Mr. Francis Tho- 
mas (Labour Front). 

Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, beginning his speech, said 
those who had come hoping the PAP was going to 
pull the House down would be disappointed be- 
cause it was not his intention to do so. 

“But,” he said, “we are greatly alarmed that 
our Ministers in the ‘Gotterdammerung’ have 
not the ability and judgment we expect of them. 

“When the lights go out on a Government it 
requires a great man to go down coolly, quietly 
and sanely. When one goes down there is an al- 
most irresistible impulse to pull everything else 
down. 

“We saw it in 1956. And much as I did not ad- 
mire the tactics and techniques of the Chief Mi- 
nister, I have always thought him to be a tough, 
little man who could take it. 

“But I discovered that when the time came 
and everybody rushed for the lifeboats, he, the 
captain, showed an inclination to want to get into 

e boat, too.” ee armen 
4 Lee said nothing @ RETRACT his state- 
could have done more ment about dirty politics. 
damage to the Government @ WITHDRAW what he 
or to confidence in fair said about himself, Mr. Lee 
elections than a remark by and the Colonial Secretary 
the Chief Minister at the having a secret meeting 
last Assembly meeting that concerning the anti-subver- 


Was 


he intended to play dirty sion clause, a statement 

politics. which he knew to be a 
It was one thing for a “factual falsehood.” 

an ordinary member to “However, I want to put 

make such a_ statement, this issue plainly to him,” 


but from a Chief Minister, said Mr. Lee 
whether in a fit of anger 
or a moment of madness, 
it was a different thing 
“For this reason we 
have carefully calculated 
the position and decided to 
table this motion,” he said. 


In control 


Share blows 





‘If it is to be all-in 
wrestling then we will share 
blow for blow with him 

“But we believe, despite 
everything, he would not 
recklessly embark on such 
a course, and for that rea- 
son I wish to couch my 





“Two things can happen; 
we can go back to a sane geod cote caf 
and stable basis on which language in this debate in 
issues are fought out; or sober terms 
we can go off round the He said today’s was the 
bend and have all-in last meeting of th As- 
wrestling with no _ holds sembly and there would be 


barred for the next two no more meetings at 
months, and the outcome which questions could be 
of such a contest must lead asked 


to a lot of unhappiness. 
“Right up till now we are yc ig ales AP Sp 
in control. The Chief Min- DiS party was confident 
ister is in control of the there would be elections 
apparatus of State and we after April 2, when the 
are in control of the direc- constitution ended 
tion in which the contest And he had no fears 
shall be pursued about the Ministers con- 
“But once certain things  tinuing in office until the 
happen and all the brakes ejections. 
are released, then we go , 
tearing round the bend. In Britain it was the 
That I do not want to see.” constitutional practice for 
As evidence that he in- the Ministers to remain 
tended to play the game until the new elections. 
and not indulge in “Siamese But when the _ Chief 
boxing’, he hoped the Chief Minister said he was going 
Minister would: to “play it dirty” there was 


At the end of last 


year 


' ‘ + 
to ask whether, wi 


ij the e ¢ ¢ 
eda il tne elections 


indicated earlier that 

ve not known what 

was going on the PAP 

would not have survived, 
he said 

Right now we know ex 

actly what is going = on, 


and we are disturbed that 
when the time for the 
final contest comes men 
who should make moment- 
ous decisions only after 
careful reflection are act- 


Ing in hits of pique 

On Mar 16 there was 
wild talk that the Minis- 
ter fe Local Government, 
Lands and Housing was 
going to dissolve the City 
Count hecause he wa 
angry that som minutes 
Which he had demanded 
had not been sent to him 

“He told the Press about 
it, but he told them to keep 


it quiet and confidential 


Mad tatik 





“But one did not, much 
to the chagrin of another 
one when they discovered 
it the next day. 

“Nevertheless, they did 
not disclose the full ex- 
tent of this mad talk, 

‘T do not believe even 
now that the Minister, on 
sober reflection, would wish 
to take such a momentous 
decision so lightheartedly, 
and even if he did, whe- 
ther his other Ministers 
would acquiesce, 

“Or, even if they did, 
whether the official ulti- 
mately responsible, name- 
ly the Governor, would be 
a party to it. 

“Therefore if and when 
that happens, we must as- 
sume that all acquiesced 
and that all have carefully 


calculated the con- 
sequences.” 

Mr. Lee said what he 
feared was that. in mo- 


ments of impending defeat. 
people acted like despera- 
does. 

“They might even dis- 
solve the City Council in 
the hope that there might 
be some kind of civil com- 
motion which would give a 
magnificent excuse why 
votes cannot be cast and 
the elections must be post- 
poned,” he said. 


Dangerous 





“All this becomes’ very 
dangerous and unpleasant. 

“Technically speaking 
there is no breach of the 
constitution for this Gov- 
ernment to carry on until 
July 2, three months from 
the date of the dissolution 
of the Assembly 

His fears that the Minis- 
ters would not play accord- 
ing to the rules was not be- 
cause he thought the PAP 
would thereby lose 

‘However the game is 
played, I believe the result 
Will be the same. But if the 
played dirty then 
the aftermath will be un- 


piesant 


game 


He said he was not sug- 
gesting there would be 
riots as there were in Cuba. 

But if people were at- 
tacked as they were in the 
Kallang by-election — “two 
of my party members were 


Stabbed” and if that 
happened in outlying dis- 
tricts again a lot of un- 


pleasantness must follow, 
“And we don’t want Cas- 
tro trials here,” said Mr. 
Lee. 
He asked the Chief Minits- 
ter. in view of the public 
alarm he had caused, to 
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state that he and his Mi- 
nisters would vacate their 
offices during the elections. 

The work of the Minis- 
tries would go on exactly 
the same 

There was no suggestion 
the schools had suffered as 
a result of Mr. Chew Swee 
Kee leaving the Education 
Ministry. 


On leave 





Another Minister was well 
enough to attend a banquet 
for Prince Philip but not 
well enough for the Assem- 
bly. 

He had also been well 
enough to issue statements 
to the Press, but everyone 
knew that because of the 
stresses and strains on the 
Minister in the last four 
years it would be unkind to 
expect him to do much 
work now. 

He said his party had no 
objection to the Ministers 
taking leave with pay. 

“There is the illustrious 
example of the Prime Mi- 
nister of the Federation of 
Malaya,” he continued. 

“He openly acknowledges 
that he wants to go cam- 
paigning for his party and 
he takes leave. 

“We have no objection to 
our Ministers doing like- 
wise to give their undivided 
attention to the elections. 

“If this is not possible 
then I Say — much as I 
detest saying it — that the 
driving instructor should 
put the brakes on, because 
the pupil has not learned in 
tour years and it is reckless 
to allow him to career along 
the public highway. 

“I say quite frankly 
that had our survival as a 
party depended oon _ the 
wisdom and judgment of 
the elected Ministers alone, 
we might not be here today 
to make this plea for clean 
and fair elections. 

“But having allowed us 
to continue right up till 
now, it is therefore the duty 
of the driving instructor to 
see the driving is done ac- 


cording to the Highway 
Code. 
“If the Ministers con- 


tinue I do not say they will 
indulge in illegal or unlaw- 
tul activities, but there are 
bound to be minor and 
sometimes major misuses of 
power. 


Couldn’t enter 





A simple example of this 
was that in the Kallang by- 
election, he had seen the 
Chief Minister going in and 
out of polling stations, yet 
he (Mr. Lee) although an 


election agent, was not al- 
ywed to enter 
Polic e officers, however 


impartial, were bound to be 
polite “if ‘Ministers turned 
up at polling stations 

He was not. suggesting 
Ministers would do this, but 
some of the characters to 
be found in not too distant 
proximity to some of the 
Members were capable of 
uch things 

And nothing would be 
lost if the Ministers divest- 
ed themselves of their 
power, prestige and influ- 
ence by vacating their 
offices after the dissolu- 
nN 
He said the Chief Minis- 
ter had indicated he was 
prepared to set up a liaison 
committee for fair play and 
give a representative of 
each party direct access to 
the Chief Secretary to put 
any complaints about par- 
tiality by the police. 


‘A lie’ 


t) 
tit 





If he was prepared to go 
so far, he should go fur- 
ther to a position which 
would be manifestly un- 
asSailable. 


He would accept it if the 
Government said it would 
quit after nomination day. 

Mr, Lee then said that 
the Minister for Local Goy- 
ernment, Lands and Hous- 
ing, had taiked to the 
Press 

Jumping up, Dato Abdul 
H: mid asked: “What Press 
did I talk to?” 

Mr. Lee: “To the Straits 
Times and the Singapore 
Standard.” 

Dato Harnid: “That is a 
deliberate lie.’ 

Calling for order. the 
Speaker said he did not 
know whether Dato Ha- 
mid’s comment meant there 
had been deliberate lying 
by the Press or py Mr. Lee. 
If he meant the Press he 
was in order but if he 
meant Mr. Lee he was not. 

Dato Hamid: “It could be 
both or it could be only 
the Member for Tanjong 
Pagar.” 

The Speaker, immediate- 
ly on his feet, told Dato 
Hamid he was out of order 
and must withdraw. He did 
So. 


Conscious 





Mr. Lee said he was as- 
sured that, on a public 
occasion, Dato Hamid was 
sufficiently conscious of 
the moral rights and 
wrongs of the issue to say 
it was a lie that there was 
any intention to close 
down the City Council. 

It showed he realised 
that it was fraught with 
danger, despicable and not 
to be embarked on reck- 
lessly. 

Dato Hamid, again jum- 
ping up, said he had made 
no comment about not 
taking any action on any 
matter connected with the 
City Council, 


ing under the sun that 
Was to rise. 

The Minister for Com- 
merce and Industry, MR. 
J. M. JUMABHOY, said that 
Singapore’s future lay in 
integration with the Fede- 
ration. 

Then Singapore would 
only be a small portion of 
Malaya. It could nev2r be 
a country by itself. 

There was no need for 
local politicians to put on 
airs. They should instead 
get on with working for 
the community’s interests. 

The people had elected 
representatives to the As- 
sembly to further their in- 
terests in educational, me- 
dical and economic fields. 

But the PAP believed 
they were elected for poli- 
tical purposes only. What 
was the PAP contribution 
in the last four years that 
its members Fgd been in 
the Assembly, Mr. Juma- 
bhoy asked. 


Clear terms 





It had held itself aloof 
in the House, perhaps be- 
cause it had no economic 
policy. 


He believed that the 
inction brought by Mr. Lee 
Kuan Yew was intended 
to make political capita}. 

Mr. Jumabhoy said that 
the present democratic 
Government had not used 
its powers in fopr years 
of office as the PAP had 
done in two years in the 
City Council. 

The Chief Secretary, MR. 
E. B. DAVID, said that Mr. 
Lee Kuan Yew had referred 
to an all-party committee 
which the Chief Minister 
proposed to set up. 

Mr. David said he under- 
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Lee: We hold the trumps 


the Opposition side. 

But the Government had 
“hung on because of its lust 
for power,” he said. 

But the so-called care- 
taker Government had last- 
ed from June 1956 until now 
but “not to the benefit of 
Singapore.’ 

The result was that the 
public had to pay high tax- 
ation and foot the bili for 
Government spending on 
holidays and entertainment 

The Government had 
lost prestige and it had no 
business to carry on, Mr. 
Jumabhoy said 

If the Government resign- 
ed, the Permanent Secre- 
taries could carry on mean- 
time. They had done so on 
occasions that the Ministers 
had been away. 


Petition 





If the Government did 
not resign, he would peti- 
tion the Governor, Sir Wil- 
iiam Goode, and even the 
Secretary of State, Mr. Len- 
nox - Boyd 

“We must have clean elec- 
tions by not having any 
Ministers influencing any- 
one,” Mr. Jumabhoy said. 

MR. LIM CHER F.HENG 
(Ind.) suggested that the 
motion be amended to 
read: “That in view of the 
public disgust and loss of 
public confidence in Mr. 
Lee Kuan Yew as a_ result 
of the recent disclosures, 
this Assembly calls for the 
immediate resignation of 
Mr. Lee Kuan Yew.” 


He said the people today 
were not interested to 
know who would become 
Prime Minister. Ali they 
wanted to know was when 
they could achieve their 
national aspiration of 100 
per cent independence. 

Mr. Lim said that Mr. Lee 


HOUSE DEBATES QUIT MOTION 


Mr. Lee, continuing, 
said if ever there was jus- 
tification for his motion, 
Dato Hamid had given it. 

“When the shillyshally- 
ing is over, a responsible 
Minister of this Govern- 
ment is now saying ‘Yes, 
he is contemplating a 
highly dangerous piece of 
political chicanery’.” 

The Speaker called Mr. 
Lee to order, ruling “chi- 
canery” to be an unpar- 
liamentary word. Mr. Lee 
withdrew and substituted 
“adventure.’ 


“T can assure this House,” 
Mr. Lee went on, “that it 
is our firm and determined 
resolve to play this game 
peacefully and cleanly. 
Nothing is to be gained 
from doing otherwise 

“The trumps are with 
us and we are confident 
if we play our cards down 
to the last round, the score 
will be on our side. 

“Scrap the City Council 
or not. it is a matter of 
indifference to us, but we 
shall see there are no civil 
commotions and we shall 
ee there are elections—un- 
less the Governor is to be 
proved a liar when he said 
in reply to a message from 
the Assembly that the elec- 
tions would take _ place 
within 60 days of the dis- 
solution of the Assembly. 

“If polling does’ take 
place within 60 days, whe- 
ther tomorrow, the day 
after or next week, we will 
be satisfied. 


Just folly 





“But there is unpleasant 
gossip that perhaps it 
might not; that perhaps 
conditions might not per- 
mit it.” 

Mr. Lee said this “was 
just folly if people thought 
this was a means of pre- 
venting the PAP from win- 
ning. 

The tide was running out 
and the sands were gleam- 


stood it was the Chief 
Minister’s intention to make 
some such proposal. He 
would like to make clear 
that it would be important 
that the terms of reference 
of such a committee should 
be very clearly drawn. 

The Chief Minister in- 
tended to propose that 
there should be a liaison 
advisory committee in 
which all parties taking 
part in the elections should 
be represented, under Mr. 
David’s chairmanship. 

This could prove to be an 
extremely useful and 
valuable committee. It 
could act as a forum in 
which allegations of inci- 
dents could be aired. 

MR. R. JUMABHOY (Lib.- 
Soc.) proposed an amend- 
ment to Mr. Lee Kuan 
Yew’s motion, calling on the 
Government to resign on 
April 2—instead of imme- 
diately, as originally moved 

“on the completion of its 
four-year term of office un- 
der the Rendel Constitu- 
tion.” 


‘Hung on’ 





Mr. Jumabhoy said that 
the Labour Front Coalition 
Government should have 
resigned when three of its 
members left the Govern- 
ment side and they were in 
the minority. 

Again, the Labour Front 
Coalition Government 
should have resigned when 
their architect, the former 
Chief Minister and leader 
of the party, left the party 


and resigned the Chief 
Ministership. 
Next, the Government 


should have resigned when 
there were only 15 members 
on the Government side 
against 17 on the Opposi- 
tion benches. 

It should have resigned 
when it had 10 elected 
members on the Govern- 
ment benches against 15 on 


Kuan Yew had said at 
the last meeting that “if 
you want to be a force you 
have to be clean.” He was 
beginning to doubt how 
clean the Member for Tan- 
jong Pagar was in connec- 
tion with the subversive 
clause in the new constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. Lim said that the Chi- 
nese Press had printed a 
story stating that the Co- 
lonial Office had denied 
what the Chief Minister 
had said at the last As- 
sembly meeting about the 
subversive clause. 

He asked: “Why has the 
Colonial Office chosen to 
slap the Chief Minister in 
the face?” 

He suggested that the 
motion be withdrawn be 
cause it was a selfish one. 
It sought, he said, to des- 
troy “our national unity 
and deepen the rift among 
the people, the rich and 
the poor,, the Malays and 
the Chinese. 

Referring to UMNO’s re- 
cent attack against the 
PAP at @ Mass rally, Mr. 
Lim charged the PAP with 
twisting the whole thing 
and making out that UMNO 
was anti-Chinese . 


Motive 





He said: “All this makes 
te think that the motive 
of the mover is most de- 
plorable. He is seeking 
personal glorification and 
is not interested in the 
welfare of Singapore.” 

Insteaq of playing dirty 
politics, they should try 
to get the people together 
in national unity. 

MR, JOHN EDE (Lib- 
Soc) said there was no 
doubt that the 
disclosures had been 
shocking. With the sorry 
State Singapore was in, 
the PAP was in no posi- 
tion to set itself on a 
Pinnacle as if it had not 
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contributed to it. 

He asked what pro- 
posals the Chief Minister 
had by which his party 


and all other parties 
could get together to 
ensure how they could 


elections 
part from the provisions 


have clean 


in the Ordinance which 
Was ré see ear 

The responsibil at 
the mon nt lay with 
the Chief. ~ Minister and 
the Government. The 
sooner a satisfactory 


answer was given the 
better it would be 


DATO ABDUL HAMID 
bin HAJI JUMAT said: 


“In his speech this morn- 
ing the Member for Tan- 
jong Pagar tried his best 
to pin me down into say- 
ing that I would not em- 
bark on an adventure that 


would suspend the City 
Council. 
Perspective 





“He even alleges very 
wrongly that I had so in- 
dicated to some reporters 
of the Straits Times and 
the Singapore Standard.” 

Dato Abdul Hamid sald 
that to put matters in its 
proper perspective, he 
never said any such thing 
to any reporter be it the 
Standard or the _ Straits 
Times or for that matter 
the Moscow Pravda. 

“But, said Dato Abdul 
Hamid, “at the same time 
I will not be drawn into 
the PAP trap into tying my 
hands vis-a-vis the City 
Council so long as I am the 
Minister concerned. 

“It is my duty to the 
people of Singapore to see 
that the City Council is 
run. properly and for the 
good of its inhabitants and 
not for any particular po- 
litical party or its stooges. 
I will not shirk my respon- 
sibilities, 

“In view of the cumula- 
tive damaging effects of 
various actions of the pre- 
sent City Council since its 
inception in December, 
1957, and in view of many 
representations which have 
been made to me from 
time to time not only from 
the general public, but also 
from many of the City 
Councillors themselves and 
from the council staff 
unions, I have come to the 
conclusion that the City 
administration in the 
hands of the present coun- 
cillors has reached a point 
where the public interest 
demands serious considera- 
tion by me as to whether I 
should intervene or not. 

“I therefore intend to 
take all such steps should 
I deem it necessary in the 
public interest. irrespectiv: 
of whether the PAP ac- 
cuses Me Of doing so for 
political ends or not.” 

Dato Abdul Hamid said 
that as far as the PAP was 
concerned, any thing the 
Government did had a po- 
litical bias. 


Gestapo 





“Not so for them. even 
when they institute a peo- 
ple’s court and a Ges wer 


System in the City Coun: 
he Said. 

Referring to the motion 
before the House. Dato 


Abdul Hamid asked: “Why 
has the leader of the PAP 
brought it up? Is it be- 
cause he fears dirty play 
by the Governmen Does 
he sincerely and ecu 
think that we would do 
that? I'll tell you why 
“The longer the elections 
are delayed, even for a 
week, mind you, the worst 
it will be for the PAP. They 
know as well as I do that 
their stock has fallen. 
“The people no longer be- 
lieve in them and that ap- 
plies to everyone from the 
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% From Page 14 
rich towkay to the humble 
hawker.” 

The cuddling of the haw- 
kers by the PAP could not 
deceive them. The hawker 
was no fool. He Knew, he 
could think, and he woul 
also realise that all the 
PAP talk of educating the 
hawkers before the elections 
would only end up in the 
jailing of the hawker after 
the elections. 

They Knew what would 
happen should the PAP 
win the elections. Furtner- 
more, the direct attack of 
UMNO on the PAP for their 
non-Communist stand had 
not helped them at all. 


Exposure 





Dato Abdul 
“It was only after my par 
ty’s all-out exposure of the 
PAP that the people of Sin- 
gapore are beginning to 
realise that in a Situation 
in which Malaya is in to- 
day, the word non - Com- 
munist is synonymous with 
pro- -Communist. 

“A non-Communist is 
more dangerous than a full- 
blooded Communist.” 

All these factors had 
compelled the PAP to de- 
mand for immediate elec- 
tions. Any delay would 
mean further loss of votes 
for them. 

It was good to hear the 
PAP leader say that his 
party would not start any 
riots or strikes during the 
forthcoming election cam- 
paign even if the City 
Council was suspended. 

In fact, only the other day 
at a mass meeting, the 
member for Tanjong Pagar 
warned his supporters not 
to involve themselves in 
“any such monstrous occu- 
pation.” 


Dato Abdul Hamid said: 
“In October 1956, the same 
warning was given over and 
over again by the same 
Honourable gentleman— 
and then we had the strikes 
and riots. 

“I don’t know’ whether 
today’s assurance by the 
PAP leader is a coincidence, 
but somehow it rings a bell 


Hamid said 


somewhere. Let me warn 
the PAP or as some who 
know call them “Party 


Atas Pagar” (party on the 
fence), the parties on this 
side of the bench will play 
the elections clean 

“We know the PAP tac- 
tics and we also know how 
able they are and how vi- 
cious they can be if it 
means a life and death 
struggle for them. 


“Sacrificing their own 
means nothing to them 
what more sacrificing an 
opponent. Let me warn 
them again—play your 
cards clean. 

“Yes the public is dis- 
gusted and the public has 
lost confidence but not in 


the Government but in the 
PAP.’ 

MR. R. C. H. LIM (MCA), 
the Deputy Speaker, said 
Mr. Lim Cher Kheng had 
mentioned that the Colonial 
Office had denied a state- 
ment made by the Chief 
Minister. 


He _ said that even if 


there had been a confer- 
ence between the thre? of 
them (the Chief Minister, 
Mr. Lee and Mr. Lennox- 
Boyd) the Colonia] Office 
would hav2 kept no such 
records of the meeting. 


“Some of us believe the 
Chief Minister,” he said. 
“Some of us know that 
there are no records in 
the Colonial Office. It is 
neither here nor there.” 

Mr. Lim said that at the 
last meeting the following 
matters wre disclosed — 
1, The $500.000. 2. The 
conveyance of confidential 
information from MY. 
Francis Thomas to the 
secretary-general of the 
PAP. 3. The _ subversive 
clause. 4. The income tax 
file. 


The disclosures had in- 


deed “taken away our con- 
fidence not in the Gover rn- 
ment” but in some politi- 


ins who 
as to 


stoop d So low 
disclose confidential 


‘ 


rormation 


Lim explains 





Mr. Lim urged the people 
to vote for the party and 
the men who had the in- 
terest of Singapore as a 
whole, 

The Chief Minister 
LIM YEW HOCK, 
that knowing it 
last meeting of the 
bly and that there would be 
elections, he could not un- 
derstand at first why Mr. 
Lee had felt it necessary to 
call for the Government’s 
resignation 

Constitutionally the Gov 
ernment remained in a 
caretaker capacity until the 
next Government came in. 

“Now I know,” said Tun 
Lim. “It is because of the 
unfortunate words I used 
and they were unfortunate 

at the last meeting. 

“I will try not to be dis- 
tressed and careful of the 
words I use today so Hon- 
ourable Members will have 
no fears about what I mean 
or do not mean.” 

At the last meeting, he 
recalled, he said that if one 
side could play it dirty he 
would do the same. 


‘Dirty’ 


TUN 
said 
was the 
Assem 





He had qualified the re- 
mark, however, and what 
he had meant was that if 
one member was” dirty 
enough to break a promise 
to that extent he would 
break his and let the people 
and God decide whether he 
Was dirty, or the other fel- 
low or both. 

Tun Lim said when he 
said that Mr. Lee Kuan 
Yew took part with him in 
a secret meeting with the 


Colonial Secretary about 
the anti-subversives clause 
he was stopped. 


“Now I am asked what 
I meant by the word 
‘dirty’. I meant that if he 
could break his promise 
given to me I could break 
mine given to him. That 
is all. 

“T have been in office as 
Chief Minister since 1956 
and no-one can say I have 
been dirty in my dealings 
with the public 

‘Not even with the Op 
position. To them I have 
been most accommodating. 
I have helped them to sur- 
vive. It is not only clean 
but politics of a _ higher 
order to help your Opposi 
tion to survive 


A denial 





“He now asks me to with 
draw my statement about 
the secret meeting. I. said 
only 16 words about’ the 
subversives clause before 
the Member for Tanjong 
Pagar interjected and call- 
ed me a downright liar. 

“Then in his reply he used 
about 120 words. I am still 
satisfied with my 16 words 
and I don’t see any reason 
why i should withdraw 
them.’ 

Tun Lim said it had been 
stated there was a denial, 
reported in a Singapore 
Chinese paper, from the 
Colonia] Office that such a 
meeting by him and Mr 
Lee with the Colonial Secre- 


tary had taken place. 
“There was no. denial 
from the Colonial Office,” 
he said. “"‘No comment’ 


was the only answer given.” 


When he used the word 
“dirty” he was emotional. 
But a man must not be 


judged and damned by one 
little slip but by his actions 


ver the last three 


years 


As Chief Minister he had 
not done anything that 
described as dirty 


In fact he was proud of 
his record and could go tw 
the polls tomorrow and ask 
to be judged on his record 
record. 

Mr. Lee: “I thought you 
were changing divisions.” 

Continuing, Tun Lim said 
Mr Lee’s attitude had 
‘hanged completely towards 
colonialism. 


“Now he says: ‘Although 
I have been running down 
our colonial masters for the 
last four years, let the 
the colonial masters run 
the show for two more 
months because, after that 
so-called denial in the Nan- 
fang, the Colonial Office 1s 
now with me. I am friends 
of the Colonial officials.’’ 

On the other hand, Mr. 
Lee’s attitude was: “I can't 
trust Lim Yew Hock or any 
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ernment,” the Chief Minis- 
ter said 

“The last few days have 
given the public an_ eyes 
opener of the things that 
are to come I don’t know 
whether they are good or 
pad. 

But I can say it is a 
challenge to the people of 
Singapore to wake up to 
their responsibilities 

“If things go wrong they 


have themselves to blame 
They will not have, as they 
had before, the Colonial 


bogey to keep on whij 
for everything that 
wrong. 

“They will be responsible 
themselves for what they 
get and for what they do 
and there is a great danger 
that the new Constitution 
will get into the wrong 
hands 

‘It is a calculated risk 
Which we are taking 

“I urge on all members of 
this House and representa- 


ping 
goes 


Lim said 

Earlier, dealing with 
comments by Mr. R, Ju- 
mabhoy that the Govern- 
ment should have resign- 
ed much earlier, Tun Lim 
said Mr. Jumabhoy wanted 
this to go down on the 
record as his last famous 
speech on his particular 
hobby horse 


Mr, Jumabhoy’s attitude 
showed a lamentable ig- 
norance of constitutional 


law. 

“Tl am Chief Minister not 
because of the SPA. 1 am 
Chief Minister because I 
am able to command the 
confidence of the majority 
or this House, 


Challenge 





“It has nothing to do 
with the SPA, the Labour 


Front or anything else.” 


Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, re 
plying to the debate, chal 
lenged the Chief Minister 


to say again that he and 
Mr. Lee went to see Mr 
Lennox-Boyd during the 





CHIA POTEIK WRITES ON: 


SINGAPORE, ‘ar, 17.— 
Contrary to Mr. Lee Kuan 


Yew’s allegation in the 
Legislative Assembly  to- 
day, the Minister for Local 


Government, Lands and 
Housing, Dato Abdul 
Hamid bin Haji Jumat, 


did not tell me on Mar. 17 
that he proposed “closing 
down” the City Council. 
I rang him that after- 
noon and asked if he had 
received a verbatim report 
of the Council’s meeting of 
March 3, which he _ had 
requested under the au- 
thority of the Local Gov- 
ernment Ordinance, 





He told me that he had 
not and that if he did not 
receive a copy, if would be 
in contravention of the 
ordinance. 


Dato Hamid did not dis- 
cuss any possible step he 
would take beyond that. 


Coming down from the 
Assembly Press gallery 
today, I saw Mr. Lee talk- 
ing with two Standard re- 
porters at the bottom of 
the stairs. 


I joined them, Mr. Lee 
said that, according to 
the information he had 
received, Dato Hamid had 
told me and a Standard 


What the Minister said 
about City Council... 


reporter that he proposed 
closing down the Council. 

While saying this, he 
looked at me with a smile. 


I smiled back but said 
nothing. 
During the Assembly 


debate, Mr. Lee said that 
the reporters had admit- 
ted to him—‘but not in 
sO many words” — that 
Dato Hamid had told them 
about closing down the 
Council, 

For my part, | had made 
no admission. | under- 
stood what he was talking 
about because the subject 
had been mentioned ear- 
lier in the Assembly. 





of the elected Ministers.” 
The Government was not 
using its position in any 
way to influence the elec- 
tions, but he did not expect 
Mr. Lee to believe what he 


said, although so many 
things he had done had 
been enjoyed by Mr. Lee 


When Mr. Lee began to 
interrupt he was called to 
order by the ally sos who 
reminded him he had been 
heard without interruption. 


Continuing, Tun Lim 
said: “He says we must re- 
sign so we can’t use our 
position to influence the 
elections. How can we? 

“It is in the hands of the 
Chief Secretary. He runs 
the police and he runs the 
elections office. We have no 
say in the matter.” 

It was ridiculous to sug- 
gest Ministers could inter- 
fere by going to police 
stations. Ministers did not 
lower their dignity by going 
to police stations. 

Mr. Lee’s motion talked 
about loss of public con- 
fidence and disgust with the 


Government but the dis- 
gust was at the activities 
of the PAP not the Gov- 
ernment, 

He said the Assembly 


should be closing on a 
different note Members 
should be going away look- 
ing forward to a clean fight 
not staring at each other 
and saying “What's the 
next move?” 
“We are going 
era of internal 


nto a new 
self-gov- 


tives of all political parties 
that if they want to fight 
a common enemy they must 
be strong. 

“They must be together 
They must put national in- 
terest above all other 
things. 

“Of course I am not 
appealing to the PAP, 
said the Chief Minister, 
“because they say they are 
sure of being the next 


Government and do not 
have to worry about these 
things. 


“All those not in the 


PAP who believe that 
what is happening in the 
City Council today is not 
good for the country, and 
those who believe all the 
things that have beer 
happenin ig in the last few 
d AyS re not good for the 


cour try wake up 

“Wake up and £fight 
Don’t be so mesmerised 
Don’t be afraid 


Nation first 





must 
interest 


“Remember we 
place the national 
above every ything 

“If we can all appre 
ciate the importance of 
the national interest there 
is no need for us to come 
here and sling mud at 
one another. 

“But while we are doing 
that we might be left to 
repent at leisure that the 
new constitution has gone 
into wrong hands.” Tun 


London constitutional talks 
about the ciause barring 
subversives from contesting 
the first election under the 
new constitution 

That was not 
Lee said 


He said 


true, Mr. 


that the Chief 
Minister “opened fire” 
against subdversives in Oc- 
tober 1956 but he had been 
outmanoeuvred. From then 
onwards, it was a case Of 
check and counter-check. 

“Today he knows that 
we have been able to build 
up an opposition where we 
can only be scrubbed off 
the list not by nim but by 
the British,’ Mr. Lee added 

“IT will say this for him. 
He could have rubbed us 





olf jn 1957 but he did not.” 
Smear 

Mr. Lee said the Chief 
Minister knew that the 
PAP was a non-Communist 
force and a vital and dy- 
namic force better than 
his own, 

“He has on the one hand 


appeared to smear us 4s 
Communist and on the 
other, tried to ask the 
Communists not to support 

’ Mr. Lee said. 

“It is not sufficient to be 
able to kill Lee Kuan Yew 
The PAP is a movement 
bigger than Lee Kuan Yew. 
It is more than Lee Kuan 
Yew.” 


* See Page 16 
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% From Page 15 


He said that if the Chief 
Minister had in four years 
succeeded in building a 
coherent group out of his 
own “collection of prize 
fighters” he would have got 
somewhere. 


The Chief Minister 
wanted people to believe 
tha¢ on the one hand Lee 
Kuan Yew was an anti- 
Communist who had con- 
spired with him and the 
“archbishop of  colonial- 
ism.” 

On the other hand, the 
Chief Minister had said: 
“Watch out. Let us get to- 
gether and bang the PAP.” 

Mr. Lee said the Chief 
Minister must make up his 
mind which way he was 
going to shoot. 


Anti-colonial 





He said that in 1945 the 
Malayan Communist Party 
led an anti-colonia] move- 
ment and those who were 
against colonialism were 
absorbed into it. In 1948 
there was an armed revolt 
by the Communists. 

In 1955 the Labour Front 
won the election on a pure- 
ly anti-colonial move- 
ment. 


When the PAP won it 
was beca"se pehind It lay 
a whole history of struggle 
against tae sritewh and 
struggle for the destination 
of this country. 

ram le did not have to 

old by the Chief Mi- 
Ke. what the PAP was. 
They knew better than the 
Chief Minister “So do the 
British,” he said. 

“The British understand 
We are anti-colonial. They 
also understand we are the 
only force outside the 
Communist group that is 
able to muster mass sup- 
port. 

No PAP member in the 
leadership had ever recrim- 
inated against each other. 

“TI will never denounce my 
colleague and my colleague 
will never denounce me, 
whatever our differences, 
because of our high political 
objectives,” he said. 

Mr. Lee went on to speak 
of the former Chief Minis- 
ter, Mr. David Marshall, 
and the present Chief Min- 
ister. Earlier he had said 
that Tun Lim was different 
from his predecessor. 

“Mr. Marshall takes a big 
stick and threatens people. 
When the awful moment 
comes, he drops the stick,” 
he said. 

But Tun Lim carried a 
knife and “does a neat 
clean job,” he said. “The 
last thing I knew was when 
he plunged the knife.” 

He said he would be 
wasting his time answering 
such people as Mr. Lim 
Cher eng (Ind.) who was 
“challenging this and that.” 

Mr. Lee recalled that the 
Director of Information 
Services, Mr. G.G. Thom- 
son, had said at Rotary 
lunch that they would know 
who were the donkeys and 
who the thoroughbreds on 
nomination day. 

Mr. Lee said that if he 
were asked to classify Mr 
Lim Cher Kheng, he feared 
he would be ruled out of 
order. 


Out of order 





Mr. Lim got up to protest 
on a “point of order.” but 
when it appeared that he 
was making a speech, the 
Speaker, Sir George Oehlers. 
ruled him out of order. 

Mr. Lee resumed with a 
remark that he did not un- 
derstand “donkey langu- 
age.” which brought general 
laughter. 


The speaker reminded 


him that it was improper to 
allege that a member spoke 
donkey language. 
Returning to the subject 
of the PAP, Mr. Lee said: 


MOTION 


“If they knock out Lee 
Kuan Yew or Ong Eng 
Guan, they think they can 
knock us out. 

“But we have built a 
movement that has got peo- 
ple who are prepared to 
work, and the reason for 
our surviving is because the 
British understand that if 
they snuff us out, then the 
one decent group that has 
been able to muster sup- 
port will go over. If not us. 
those who follow us will go 
and join the Communists. 


“The fight here and in 
Malaya is to preserve the 
democratic system. The 
tragedy of those who talk 
of democratic forces is that 
the word democracy is not 
synonymous with anti- 
Communism, or Syngman 
Rhee will be considered the 
most democractic man in 
the world. 


“Whether we succeed in 
the end or fail will depend 
on whether we can recruit 
people, not scallywags but 
those who are prepared to 
give their lives and ener- 
gies for a cause.” 


Mr. Lee said that the 
problem for the PAP was 
not one of winning the elec- 
tion but of the survival of 
the system. 

“If we go over the right 
with the Labour Front, SPA 
and Liberal Socialists, then 
= we shall perish,” ne 
said. 


But if the PAP should go 
down in five years’ time, 
“with the Tengku and his 
troops in the north, the 
Communists underground, 
and the British squatting 
over us,” it would go down 
honourably. 

Mr. Lee said that after 
the Chief Minister’s exhibi- 
tion on March 4 it was dif- 
ficult to believe that he 
would play the game ac- 
cording to the rules. 

“When the pressure be- 
came acute ana the boat 
began to sink, a collection 
of unsavoury people in his 
party would use unsavoury 
methods in his name. That 
is what happened at Kal- 
lang.” 

A Labour Front car was 
found loaded with iron bars 
and bicycle chains. 

“If I had believed for one 
moment the Chief Minister 
had anything to do with it, 
there would have been a 
hue and cry,” Mr. Lee said. 

“He perhaps knew no- 
thing about it. It was done 
in his name because they 
thought the Chief Minister 
would settle anything for 
them.” 


Assurance 





He said he would not 
press with his motion for 
resignation of the Govern- 
ment if he could have a 
reasonable assurance that 
there would be no ministe- 
— influence in the elect- 
on. 


But the Deputy Chief 
Minister, Dato Abdul Hamid 
bin Haji Jumat, who is also 
Minister for Local Govern- 
ment, Lands and Housing, 
left a big question mark in 
his mind, Mr. Lee said. 

He said Dato Hamid had 
denied that he had told the 
Press that he would close 
down the City Council. 


But Mr. Lee said that 
there were two people in 
the Press gallery—one from 
the Straits Times and the 
other from the Standard— 
who had admitted that Dato 
Hamid had told them, add- 
ing that the admission, 
however, was not made in 
sO many words. 


“What we want to avoid 
at all costs is a civil com- 
motion,” Mr. Lee said. “My 
purpose in bringing this 
motion today is to tell the 
public that such a thing is 
in the air. 

“Let the City Council be 
closed down. But let there 
be general elections within 
60 days of the dissolution.” 
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| SINGAPORE, Thurs. — 


Government and 
Opposition members 
paid high tribute to 
the Speaker, Sir 
George Oehlers, at 
the last session of the 
Legislative Assembly 
today. 


The Chief Minister, Tun 
Lim Yew Hock, said: ‘Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, I am sure l 
speak on behalf of ali 
members of this House 
when I say that we are 
greatly indebted to you 
for the calm, unbiased 
and skilful manner in 
which you have presided 
at all meetings both as 
Speaker and as cha.?man 
inside this House and in 
many committees of the 
Assembly. 

“We have been truly for- 
tunate in having you as 
Speaker from the very be- 
ginning to guide, correct 
and, not infrequently, 
restrain us, thereby en- 
abling this Assembly to 
conduct itself in a man- 
ner which has excited 
respect and admiration for 
the institution of parlia- 
mentary debate. 


“By your ever-patient and 
tactful handling of the 
many difficult situations 
you have succeeded in 
bringing about a high 
standard ot conduct and 
debate, instilling into all 
a respect for the chair. 
which, in turn, has_ bred 
a respect for all decisions 
given by the chair.” 


Appreciation 





Tun Lim said he was. sure 
that all members of the 
House would associate 
with him in these ex- 
pressions of sincere ap- 
preciation which had been 
fully earned. 


If at times they had been 
inclined to be trying or 
difficult, it was not 
prompted by disrespect 
but by emotion which. on 
a number’ of occasions 
some of them were quite 
unable to contain. 


Assistance 





“I would like also to place 
on record on behalf of all 
members of this House 
our sincere appreciation 
for the services and assis- 
tance which the Clerk of 
the Assembly and _ his 
staff accorded all members 
during this and previous 
sessions.” 


Mr. Lee Kuan Yew (PAP) 
said he would like to place 
on record the deep. es- 
teem members had felt for 
the way in which the 
Speaker had conducted his 
high office. He had held 
it with a dignity with 
which they on the floor 
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Y pays 
tribute to Sir George 


had not been able to en- 

dow their seats. 

replying, said 
that strictly spéaking, the 
speeches were out of order. 

“Tam completely  over- 
whelmed by the kind re- 
marks of the honourable 
members. My task, while 
exacting at times, has 
been made easier by the 
goodwill, co-operation and 
understanding of the hon- 
ourable members. I am 
sure with these ingredients 
the Speaker will find little 
difficulty in keeping the 
prestige, and dignity of 
the Assembly.” 








LIM FLAYS PAP FOR 
TAX FILE LEAKAGE 


*% From Page 12 


different from leakages 
about income tax matters. 

It was always being said 
that civil servants must 
have the trust of the peo- 
ple and be n2utral and ef- 
cient. 

When members of the 
public did not come for- 
ward to assist the police in 
criminal matters it was de- 
plored. 

But leakages from officers 
sworn to s2crecy would not 
encourage people to come 
forward. 

They would feel they 
would be discovered by 
their enemies after they 
had given assistance to the 
authorities. 

“This matter must be 
thoroughly investigated 
and the wrongdoers pun- 
ished in accordance with 
th2 law,” said Mr. Lim. 

In the people’s courts of 
Communist countries, stu- 
dents were encouraged to 
report about their tzachers, 
employees to denounce their 
employers and even chil- 
dren to condemn their mo- 
thers and fathers, They 
were regarded as heroes, 

“But we don’t want any 
such thing here,” he said. 

Civil servants who hoped 
to advance by “helping 
their friends” and being 
disloyal to the Government 
would not go far. 

“In the City Council we 
have seen what happened 
to Mr. Marcus, a founder 
member of the PAP,” he 
said. 

Mr Lim said the PAP had 
talked about having in its 
ranks Mr. K. M. Byrne, 
former Permanent Secre- 
tary of the Ministry for 
Commerce and Industry. 

He had the _- greatest 
respect, he said, for Mr. 
Byrne, but when his name 
was used in that way it did 
not seem quite right. 

But he could not disbe- 
lieve these things after 
hearing them from Mr. Lee 
Kuan Yew. 





TEETH INTO POLITICS 


%* From Page 5 


tographs of African tri- 
besmen, all with magni- 
ficent teeth ground to a 


sharp point to make 
them look like lions. 
What about the enamel 


on their teeth? I asked. 


My father used to claim 
that he never went to a 
dentist until he was 
over sixty. When the re- 
sults of this neglect 
finally compelled him to 
go. he blamed all the 
pain on the dentist, and 
not himself. 


On the whole. and despite 
my fear of that drill. I 


am rather glad I was 
not allowed to follow his 
example. for I should 
have missed meeting 
some strange acquaint 
ances and making one 
or two friends, and there 
are few better moments 
in life than the one when 
your dentist tells you to 
go away for six months 
My job on this paper. by 
the way, is that of poli- 
-tical commentator, and 
you may wonder why I 
write about dentists. The 
answer is that I heard 
so many political com- 
ments from Mr. Wagstaff 
that it is only _§ fair I 
should, for once in my 
life, write about dentists. 
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On the one hand Mr Lee 
said civil servants must 
keep out of politics but on 
the other he said: “We 
have so-and-so in our 
party, and another person 
from the Government ser- 
vice is a member of our 
party. They have resigned 
to contest the elections.” 

Mr. Lim said even when 
people left government ser- 
vice to join political parties 
they should not divulge 
confidential information. 

At this stage the House 
adjourned till 10 a.m. to- 
morrow. 


Facelift 
for Workers 
Party 


K U ALA LUMPUR, 
Thurs. — A 26-point 
| policy programme to be 
unfolded behind closed 
doors on Easter Sun- 
day is designed to re- 
vitalise the 16-month 
old Singapore Workers 

Party. 

This was disclosed in a 
special interview here with 
| Mr. David Marshall, chairman 
of the party, when he spoke of 
ithe coming annual general 
meeting of his organisation. 


He said: “We want the 
| meeting secret to allow 
| the fullest and freest ex- 


_change of frank views.” 

Mr. Marshall referred to the 
“upheaval” in the party and 
the “blatant desertions” wy 
some of its executive council- 
lors 

Asked about his own posi- 


|tion in the party, Mr. Mar- 


|shall said: 
/on the view 


| platform.” 


“This will depend 
taken by the 
majority of the members, 
and my own view of the  ..a- 
tent of the success of the new 

The will 


annual meeting 


|discuss these questions fully: 


@ Participation in the 
general elections, 

@ Financial support “with- 
out strings” 


Unhappy 
Mr. Marshall stressed cunat 
ithe rule against receiving 


donations from non-members 
was a “very unhappy” one 
The Workers Party teaaer. 


| said: 


| 
| 


| standing 


| 


| 


“The 
workers 


division between 
based on misunder- 
or racial non-co- 
overation will be fatal to our 


| welfare. The basic concent 
|which gave birth to the 
Workers’ Party is that the 


| worker of Singapore is the 


backbone of the country 
“Tt is vital and there should 
be co-operation between al] 


|sections of the workers to 


make for a healthy Singa- 
| pore. 
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As I was saying... 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 21 


RIBUTES to colonial 

officials by the 
People’s Action Party 
are rare, and Mr. Lee 
Kuan Yew’s' hand- 
some testimonial in 
the Assembly debate 
was unprecedented. 
He gave the Gover- 
nor credit for saving 
P.A.P. from extinc- 
tion. 

Mr. Lee also made it pretty 
clear that he puts more 
trust in colonial officials 
and the Colonial Office 
than in any Singapore 
citizen who isn’t a P.A-P. 
cadre. 

But perhaps not every mem- 
ber of the P.A.P. executive 
would agree with him. Mr. 
Ong Eng Guan, for inst- 
ance. A debate between 
Mr. Lee and Mr. Ong on 
how the Governor saved 
P.A.P. would be quite an 
occasion. Especially if Mr. 


Lim Chin Siong was 
chairman. 
When Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, 


looking fearfully over his 
shoulder, talks vaguely of 
dark and desperate deeds 
by a Government faced, 
he believes, with electoral 
defeat, the worst of all the 
bogey men his mind con- 
jures up is Lim Chin Siong 
walking out of jail. 


In the Assembly on Mar. 19 
gn Lee came as near 
he has ever done to 
oaunathinne that PAP., if 
it is to be non-Commun- 
_ must fight Commun- 
sm. 


What else did he mean when 
he spoke of democracy’s 
“last chance” in Singa- 
pore? Of course it isn’t 
democracy'’s last chance, 
but it was highly cuggest- 
ive that Mr. Lee should be 
claiming that democracy 
dies with Communism and 
that only P.A-P. has the 
know-how to. beat the 


Communists. 
I doubt if the neutrality 
which is official P.A.P. 


policy is really the recipe 
for smashing Communism. 


w 


THOUGHT it likely we 
should hear in this de- 
bate a little more about 
the ban on political de- 
tainees contesting the 
first elections under Sin- 
gapore’s new constitution. 
And we did 

Mr. Lee has denied that to- 
gether with Tun Lim he 
had a private talk with 
the Colonial Secretary, but 
this doesn’t clear up the 
mystery, which was thick- 
ened by Mr. Lim Choon 
Mong’s remarks on pro- 
mises made and promises 
broken. 

“Iam not saying anything”, 
said Mr. Lim, “I am keep- 
ing my part of the bar- 
gain”, a cryptic com- 

though the impli- 
cations were plain. 

All that is certain now is 
that the ban was not a 
last minute proviso im- 
posed by Whitehall. 

This was suspected at the 
time, and the inference 
now is that the ban was 
discussed at the beginning 


of the final round of 
negotiations, with the 
understanding that the 


Colonial Secretary would 
drop the “bombshell”—as 
it was quaintly called—at 
the last meeting when 


agreement had been 
reached on everything 
else. 


A French news agency has 
carried a highly qualified 
denial. Mr. Lee Kuan Yew 
read it in the Assembly 
with some gusto, but un- 
less Mr. Lennox Boyd be- 
comes as emotional and 
lacrymose as some of our 
politicians this is about 
as near to the mystery as 
we shall ever get. 

So the Labour Front saved 
PAP. from the Com- 
munists, the Governor 


Saved P.A.P. from the 
Labour Front, and _ the 
9 age Secretary (should 

P.A.P. win the elections) 
will have saved Mr. Lee 


for the Prime Minister- 
_ Smip. 
I'd like to hear thi it debate, 


most certainly 
hin Siong 


With Lim 
as chairman. 
> 
“ 
‘ie unbiased, — skilful, 
patient tactiul were 
among the tributary ad- 
jectives scattered in the 
eulogies to the Speaker by 
Governme “nt and Opposit- 
ion members of the As- 
sembly. 

In his reply Sir George 
Oehlers confessed to being 
“completely overwhelmed”, 
an urpane exaggeration for 
it is impossible to believe 
that courtesy would be 
any more likely to over- 
Whelm him than the less 
pleasant trials to which he 
has sometimes been sub- 
jected. 

It is the Speaker's patience 
which has been most sore- 
ly tested, but he has never 
Shown it by anything more 
than a somewhat sharper 
call of “order, order’, al- 
ways sufficient to persuade 
the offender to mend his 
manners. 

There were two or 
characteristic 
tions on the 
last day. 

“I do not think it proper”, 
he observed, “to suggest 
that a member is talking 
donkey language.”’ 

Having complained to Mr. 
Lee Kuan Yew, in the same 
debate, that he was wan- 
dering far from the mot- 
ion, and should be a little 
more relevant, Sir George 
Was not reassured by Mr. 
Lee’s explanation that all 
was relevant, and that he 
would “nail it in the end”. 

“You had better start nail- 
ing it now’, said the 
Speaker. 

But quite the nicest episode 
was when Mr. Lee paused 
on the very abyss of an 
unparliamentary remark. 

Flinging an arm in the dir- 
ection of the Government 
benches, Mr. Lee got as 
far as ‘this collection of 
prize....”, when he caught 
the Speaker’s eye. 


three 
interven- 
Assembly's 


“This collection of prize.... 


of prize....”, he repeated, 
and across Sir George’s 
face there stole a flicker 
of a smile. 

“Of prize-fighters”, said Mr. 
Lee, seeking a safe if 
meaningless refuge. 


w 


DO not know whether 
there is to be dis- 
creet inquiry, as a result 


of a recent trial, into 
the apparently growing 
habit which counsel 
have of exercising the 
right of peremptory chal- 
lenge of jurymen whose 
faces they may not 
like, 


There is apparently no other 
reason for the challenge. 
for very rarely can a juror 
be so well known to coun- 
sel (or the accused) that 
objection can be taken in 
the knowledge that for 
some reason or other the 
juror is predisposed 
against the prisoner. 

In England the peremptory 
challenge is now very un- 
common, while the fur- 
ther right of challenge for 
cause is obsolescent, The 
last reported case was 
nearly a hundred years 


ago. 

In Teslave it quite often 
happens that two or even 
three jurors are challeng- 
ed. In the Kuala Lumpur 
trial which brought the 
matter to notice, counsel 
for four accused objected 
to a total of ten jurors, 
and the prosecution to no 
fewer than 13 more. 

Three jurors were rejected 
for every one accepted. 
and neither the prosecu- 
tion nor the defence had 
to give any reason for any 
of these 20 objections 


This 


Nhile the right to obje 
be to challenge, is in. 
herent in trial by jury, the 
wholesale rejection of 
jurymen for undisclosed 
reasons must cast doubt 
on the jury system 
undesirable develop- 
ment is worth at least as 
mucn attention on the part 
of the Government's law 
officers as the recent 
concern which they show- 
ed over the reporting 
by the press of the preli- 
minary proceedings of 
cases which may event- 
ually go to a jury. 


: eae “leap forward” in 
China has been extend- 
ed to the farm yard with 
sometimes literally stag- 
gering results, 

The Peking Evening News 
explains how the Red 
Fiag People’s Commune in 
Anhwei feeds its roosters 
with pastry soaked in 


wine and then, when the 
birds are drunk, claps 
them into wicker baskets 


together with a clutch of 
newly hatched chickens. 
After the roosters sober up, 
they hamefacedly look 
after the chickens ‘“free- 
ing the hens to lay more 
eggs.”” The commune nas 
used 800 roosters to rear 
40.000 chickens in this 
way. 
tn Kirin the communes are 
fattening pigs by “the 
sleeping treatment”, the 
animals being given a 
soporific and an appetiser 
which makes them sleep 
more without eating less. 
Kirin’s champion  porker 
weighed half a ton when 
four months old, one of a 
litter bred from a Chinese 
sow and a Russian boar. 
—CYNICUS. 
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Countryman’ s Journal 


FRIDAY, March 13. 

j" LOOKS as if the long 

drought has_ broken. 

On March 10 there was 

a promising shower; on 
the 11th heavy rain. 


Next morning the stream 
was running high, and the 
house well was full. Rudi- 
mentary flower buds are 
visible on the low-hanging 
branches of durian trees. 


BARE TORSO 





YING in his long chair 
with bare torso at 9 
o'clock one night, the Tuan 
became aware of a sudden 
smarting over the kast rib 
on the left. 

At first he thought it was 
cigarette ash falling onto 
his abdomen, but he soon 
realised that he had been 
stung by a night-wasp 
(krawei), though he saw 
none about. 

The smarting changed to 
a throbbing pain that per- 
sisted till midnight, when 
he at last thought of ap- 
plying pain-killing balm to 
the inflamed skin 


This considerably eased 
the pain so that he was 
able to get some sleep with 
the aid of a sleeping tablet. 
Next morning, on changing 
position in bed before ris- 
ing, he felt a sharp pain 
at the affected spot, But 
this did not last. 

Is there any difference in 
the poisons of the different 
wasps, bees, and hornets in- 
jected into you, or is it 
merely the quantity inject- 
ed at the time? 

The sting of the carpen- 
ter bee is not very painful, 
or lasting. 


H.K. BAWAL 





At tiffin one day the 
Tuan was served with 
a generous portion of ikan 
bs i1wal (pomfret), an expen- 
Sive fish seldom seen in the 
local market. He warned 
the Cook that he could not 
often afford such a luxury. 

The Cook told him not 
to worry, as the fish came 
from Hong Kong and was 
cheaper than the same fish 
caught in Malayan waters. 
The fish he ate came via 
Singapore 


FRET Y WEARS AGO 


(From the Straits Times of 
March 18, 1909). 


HE _ recent rains in 
Pahang surpass any- 
thing that can be re. 


called by the oldest resi- 

dent of the eastern State. 
* a * 

RESIDENT TAFT was 
inaugurated at Wash- 


ington amidst a snow- 
storm. 
* * * 


ROPRIETORY Planter” 
writes that intending 
rubber investors should 


not pay more than the 
following prices per acre: 
Six-year-old rubber £55 to 
£60 per acre; five-year- 
old £45 to 50; four. 
year-old €37; three-year- 
old £30; two-year-old 
€£15-£20; and one-year- 
old (nominal). 
* * 
A® ordinance to provide 
for the licensing and 
control of dealers in 


second-hand goods is 
about to be introduced 
into the Legislative Coun- 
cil. 
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HIGH COSTS 





FRIEND in Australia 

writes: “The W.A. fish- 
ing industry is being hard- 
hit by fish imports from 
all parts of the world. 


One can understand their 
not being able to compete 
in price with Hong Kong 
schnapper, or tinned fish 
from Japan, but I don’t see 
why fish caught off this 
coast should not be cheap- 
er than frozen herring from 
England and South Africa. 
One more instance of high 
Australian costs, I suppose.” 


ALBINOS 





[HE Tuan had noticed a 
young Javanese mother 
carrying a very light-skin 
baby. He knows that there 
are light-skin races in In- 
donesia, but this mother 
and her husband were 
brown-skinned, He thought 
the child might be an al. 
bino. 


The Cook cleared up the 
matter by telling him that 
the baby was an adopted 
Chinese girl, 

Muslims are keen on 
adopting these girls. One 
presumes that the adop- 
tions are somehow regula- 
rised in their religious 
courts, 


The Tuan has seen two 
cases of albino Chinese 
boys. They are pink-skinn- 
ed with fair hair, One boy, 
a tapper, told him his 
father was a Dutchman! 

The other boy used to at- 
tend a school in Kota Ting- 
gi. The Tuan has lost sight 
of both, 


“White kaffirs” (albinos) 
were common in Ssouth 
Africa when he lived there. 
— Tuan Dijek. 
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Body to probe tax secret leak 
HOUSE PASSES MOTION 


A COMMISSION of 

inquiry is to be 
set up to investigate 
the leakage of secret 
income tax informa- 
tion to the People’s 
Action Party. 

A motion calling for 
the commission was 
passed by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly this 
morning. 

The voting was 27 to one. 

Mr. Francis Thomas, the 
former Munister tor Com- 
munications and Works 
was the dissenter. 

Mr. Lee Choon Eng, who 
had proposed the inquiry, 
cried “Sname!” when Mr. 
Thomas voted no. 

He was immediately pull- 
ed up by the Speaker, Sir 
George Oehlers. 

The PAP leader, Mr. Lee 
Kuan Yew, toid the Assem- 
bly that his action in giving 
the number of a secret in- 
come tax file had been “de- 
liberate and calculated.” 


Shorr list 





He said that at the pro- 
per time and place he 
would iet it be known how 
he anew of the file. 

He said that ne knew that 
three or tour men had 
been put on a short listas 
suspects in a departmentai 
inquiry in the Income Tax 
Department. 

But he could tell them 
they had got the wrong 
people. 

Mr. Lee was speaking oli 
a motion by Mr. Lee Cnoon 
Eng, a Singapore People’s 
AiLance Assembiyman, ask- 
ing tne House to say thata 
commission of inquiry 
should be appointed to in- 
vestigate and report on 
the circumstances of the 
leakage of information 
from secret income tax file 
No. 47909/GS. 

The motion urged the 
setting up of a commission 
of inquiry because of the 
resuitant public anxiety 
about the safety of secret 
and confidential informa- 
tion entrusted to the In- 
come Tax Department. 

Resuming the debate this 
morning, MR, LIM CHOON 
MONG (SPA) said that 
several speakers yesterday 
condemned those respon- 
sible for the leakage. 


Corruption 





All right-thinking people. 
he said, would join them. 

“We do not omly depuiore 
such a class of people but 
also those who are involved 
in urging such officials to 
divuige such secret infor- 
mation,” said Mr. Lim 

Those who corrupted the 
civil service were just as 
guilty and deserved greater 
punishment, 

There were many laws 
in Singapore’ concerning 
corruption. 

Mr. Lim said he knew 
that tf a person should 
bribe a police constable 
such a person was liable to 
be punished under the law 

The consequences of 
such leakage were so great 
that those involved should 
also be punished. 

Mr. Lim asked: “Where 
did he (Mr. Lee Kuan Yew) 
get the news from? Who 
has been urging the civil 
servants to be disloyal to 
the service? Was it from 
high officials or was it a 
matter of leakage by way 
of bringing files in and out? 

“People who have access 
to such files are few and 
people who have influence 
over such files are fewer 
still” 

Mr. Lim said he was con- 
fident that an. inquiry 
would reveal many things 
of interest to the people 
and would expose a great 


deal of intrigue and false 
aliegations. 

me accused certain peuple 
of adopting a system of 
spying and bribery among 
tneir own friends and 
among their own people. 

He said: “if this system 
is allowed to carry on 
there will come a time 
when we shall not be able 
to speak to our next- 
door neighbour or to our 
children. ‘Lhere will be no 
secrecy whatever. ihe rot 
is siowly setting in and 
we must cut it out.” 

This system, he = said, 
would cause a lot of mis- 
trust. 

There were instances of 


drivers being asked to go 
against their employers 


and union officials getung 


into trouble with poiiticai 
parties in the City Council. 

Stating that people were 
ruled by tear during the 
Japanese occupation, Mr 
Lim said: “I feel it is time 
that the people of Sin- 
gapore should wake up 
and eradicate people who 
are always instigating 
man against man and 
race against race. 


The truth 





“The inquiry must gc 
on. The trutn must be 
known and those guilty 
should be punisned suit- 
abiy.” 

MR. A. R. LAZAROUS 
(Ind.) said it was sur- 
prising that a member from 
the Government bench had 
proposed the motion which 
was infact a censure on 
the Financial Secretary, 
who was the Minister in 
charge of the department 
concerned. 

It was also a censure on 
the Government as a 
whole, 

Mr. Lazarous said he 
thought that the person 
responsible for the leakage 
should be commended and 
not condemned. 

The Chief Secretary, MR. 
E. B. DAVID, said he was 
shocked to hear the _ pro- 
position put forward by Mr. 
Lazarous that a civil ser- 
vant should be _ entitled 
to judge from the nature of 
information in his posses- 
sion whether or not he 
should produce it to an 
unauthorised party. 

He hoped that those who 
had the interests and in- 
tegrity of the civil service 
at heart would join him 
in repudiating any such 
suggestion 

Mr. David recalled that 
yesterday Mr. Francis 
Thomas, former Minister 
for Communications and 
Works, had suggested that 
there was much ado about 
nothing, and that there 
was no distinction between 
the present leakage of in- 
come tax information and 
leakages of information to 
the Press. 

“Il think there is a 
fundamental’ difference,’ 
Mr. David said. “Obtain- 
ing access to information 
ahead of the time that the 


Government intended _ re- 


leasing it was one thing. 
It might be embarrassing, 
but it did not go any 
further than that.” 


Deliberate 





The difference between 
such a leakage and the 
leakage of income tax in- 
formation was that there 
was a deliberate breach of 
regulations here by a_ civil 
servant. 

“The public are entitled 
to be assured that income 
tax information is kept se- 
cret not just for a few days 
but for all time,” Mr. Da- 
vid added. 


SINGAPORE 
Mar. 19 


The Financial Secretary, 
MR. OON KHYE KIANG, 
said; “There is need tor 
confidentiality of inform- 
ation in the Income Tax 
Department. 


“There has been public 
concern over the disciosures 
that were made at the last 
meeting of March 4 and it 
is important that the name 
of the department should be 
cleared.” 

He said that in view o1 
the requirement for official 
secrecy under the income 
tax law, he had formed an 
investigation team to instl- 
tute a departmental inquiry 
which started last week. 

He Sald tne team was 
faced with certain iimita- 
tions, as it was dependent 
yn voluntary information. 

It would oe some time bde- 
tore it made its report. He 
proposed to make tne re- 
port available to the com- 
mission of inquiry if the 
Assembly deciaed to ap- 
point one. 

Mr. Oon said he wished to 
clarify an answer he had 
given to a question raised 
by Mr. Lee Kuan Yew on 
March 3. 

He had said that it was 
not correct that investiga- 
tions concerning Mr. Cnew 
Swee Kee, tormer Minister 
for Education, were dropped 
by the Income Tax Depart- 
ment as a result of an in- 
terview he had with an of- 
ficial of the department. 


Insanity 





He had been quoted by 
Mr. Lee Kuan Yew as say- 
ing tnat Mr. Chew never 
saw Mr. Holloway (of the 
Income Tax Department). 

Mr. Oon said that he had 
not said that Mr. Chew ne- 
ver saw Mr. Holloway. 

Beginning nhis_ speech, 
MR. LEE KUAN YEW said 
that as twilignt came over 
the Assembly there seemed 
to be a streak of insanity 
in the air. 

Hc .aid his action in giv- 
ing the file number had 
been a deliberate, caiculat- 
ed act to prove: 


@ THAT it was one thing 
for the Government to ex- 
pect loyaity from the civil 
servants; 


@ BUT THAT it was an- 
other thing when the Fin- 
ancial Secretary, i. pur- 
Suance of orders from 
elected Ministers, made a 
Statement he knew to be 
Partially incorrect. 

There was almost an air 
of comedy about the mo- 
tion, he said. 


Integrity 





If the Government want- 
ed a commission of inquiry, 
there was no need for a re- 
solution in the Assembly. 
The Gevernment could just 
press on with it. 

But everyone was so flab- 
bergasted about what had 
become known they thought 
the best way to draw atten- 
tion away from it was to 
talk about how it became 
known. 

“In the proper time and 
proper place we shall let 
it be known how it became 
known,” he said. 

If integrity was expect- 
ed of the civil service tnere 
must be Ministers who 
would set the pace. 

Anyone who went into 
the Government Ministries 
today could smell decay 
and sense the collapse of 
morale. 

“We have to run the 


same machine and it is our 
duty to stiffen up the mo- 
raie. That was the reason 
why we gave the file num- 
ber,” he said. 

He asked whether the 
Financial Secretary realised 
that anyone could pick up 
a phone, and ask the In- 
come Tax Department for 
a file number—at least un- 
til the recent developments. 

Now no-one in the de- 
partment would say any- 
thing. 


How it’s done 





“Anyone can say ‘Il am 
Mr. sv aud ov, picase gave 
me my lie Numper and 
tuey uv. anie Lucuwe 1ax 
Weparument literaiiy 
SPcansS LO peopie Over tne 
POvue aua gives hile Du.n- 
bers. We knew of this 
because this issue came 
up.” 

Continuing about’ the 
file). mr. wee said: “How 
did 1 come to know? Well, 
I wii teil tne Financial 
Secretary and the Cnief 
Secretary a few more 
tnings.” 

He knew that with Mr. 
Teo Kian Leong of tne 
Income Lax Department, a 
Mr. Pepper nad been 
carrying out a_ depart- 
Mental inquiry and nad 
snort listeq three or four 
men, 

“I should like to inform 
them they have got the 
wrong people. 

“How do I know it? It 
ls my business to know 
what is going on in this 
Government otherwise we 
would not have survived. 
And we will keep on 
knowing what is going on 
right to the end.” 

Mr Lee said he had no 
objection to a commis- 
sion, but he thought the 
Chief Secretary knew 
exactly what results it 
would produce. 

He was only sorry the 
Government, instead of 
taking the bull by the 
horns and making a deci- 
sion, had allowed a back 
bencher to bring the issue 
forward for them. 


Not perverted 





“But let it not be for- 
gotten tnat our Selise vi 
morality 1S not yet per- 
verted, he said. “Waoat 
was realiy disgraceful was 
tMe deliverate, lying denial 
belore we produced our 
evidence. 

“In my  ~»position as 
leader of the Opposition 
political party I get a lot 
of information, some con- 
fidential, some very confi- 
dential, some hignly ex- 
plosive. I don’t use it un- 
less I am sure.” 

He then said that after 
the Chew Swee Kee affair 
came out he immediately 
received letters giving 
more details. 

One writer invited him 
to advertise for more in- 
formation. He did so and 
received it. 

He said foolish remarks 
had been made accusing 
the P.A.P. of trying to 
threaten civil servants 
into giving out secrets. 

He said it was the Mi- 
nisters not civil servants 
who ran the Government 
“and if and when we are 
the Government, civil 
servants will have no 
secrets from us.” 


Blundered 


Mr. Lee said he did not 
believe the Government 
even knew what it was 
doing, through the mo- 
tion, and that it had 
blundered into something 
else. 

“It is not our business 
to bring down the demo- 








cratic system,” he said. 
“We have had four years 
of nalf trial in a baby 
Austin, with dual controls 
We are going to. take 
over.” 

Mr. Lee said he always 
felt that, whatever his other 
shortcomings, Mr. Lim 
Choon Mong was not dis- 
honest. 

And he thought Mr. Lim 
would be the first to be dis- 
tressed to discover that the 
Minister for Education was 
not the man of integrity ne 
would have liked in order to 
“ive morale and tone to the 
su ‘vice he led. 

s a result not only of 
th se disclosures but a 
w oie series of misde- 
G.meanours which took 
piace in his Ministry — 
perhaps through no fault 
of his — the whole 
of the education ser- 
vice and all the parents 
with children in the schools 
had lost faith in the Min- 
istry. 

“Half a million dollars 

cannot be accounted for, 
there are defaications. 
At this stage, the Speaker 
interrupted to direct Mr. 
Lee to return to the subject 
of the motion. 


Continuing, Mr. Lee said: 
“If you indulge in merce- 
nary activities and ieave 
aside your political respon- 
sibilities you must expect 
the consequences.” 


Mr. Lee said he was 
sorry for the Government 
for “they never had a 
chance.” 


And the Chief Minister 
knew why. 


“But I would say this for 
him and his Ministers — 
We are grateful to them 
for one thing, they have 
opened Pandora’s box. 

“We know what is in- 
side. We know every turn 
of this maze, 


With firmness 





“And we hope, when it 
ls our turn to lead, we shall 
lead with firmness, resolu- 
tion and purpose,” he con- 
ciuded. 

The Minister for Com- 
merce and Industry, Mr, J. 
M. Jumabhoy, said the 
PAP had not helped the 
Government or the people. 

The PAP did not have a 
sufficiently balanced sense 
of judgment to know that 
Singapore was being 
judged by other countries 
and that its action did 
not show that it had 
reached maturity. 

Mr. Lee had boasted that 
it was his business to know 
what was going on in the 
Government. 

But it was surely not his 
business to get people to 
spy into confidentia) files? 

Referring to Mr. Francis 
Thomas, Mr Jumabhoy 
said he was the man whc 
Was supposed to have been 
violently opposed to the 
PAP. 

Mr. Chew Swee Kee had 
never confided in him 
about money matters, al- 
though he was a vice-pre- 
sident of the Labour Front. 
But he had confided in Mr. 
Thomas, the first vice- 
president. 

Mr. Jumabhoy said that 
even if Mr Chew had done 
so, he would have thought 
twice about passing the in- 
formation on as Mr. 
Thomas had done. 


The Minister for Com- 
munications and Works, Mr. 
M. P. D. NAIR, said he con- 
sidered the motion for an 
inquiry “very reasonable.” 

He reminded the House 
that Mr. Lee Kuan Yew had 
quoted the number of the 
income tax file in a speech 
on March 4. 


‘It is not reasonable to 
have information of this 
kind coming from a person 
who is not entitled to the 
information,” he said. 


*& See Page 19 
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A job for Joe DOWNING STREET 
,0ck—Heah WINS SPRING CUP 


By KEN FERNANDEZ KUALA LUMPUR Mar 18 

VF. HEAH JOO SEANG, th Dresiqent of th 

é Badminton Association of Malava ~ ; ’ 

today that “a wens promis a. gg” ry Here SINGAPORE, Mar, 21. 4) TRUE LOVE 64 

loymen: if the Indonesian player decided to make G VA M STABLE'S e ee 
Rigg A taglig ote Downing Street, | Lhe Big > ip eR 

7; Si ek Sh as .. with Bob Franklin up, | (307— 248 ) M 
A x ng in the All-E ichom- scored a convincing 2}- Sweep KIMBALL 84 


N S es pie length win from Couag ACTRESS II] 84 








ai Vt { { i\ i i ‘ $Y é) 3 

1aer) etth a Ot (Ward i i DAUNTLESS 84 

: c ) in the Spring POTAL PCOL: $117,194 320--190 Dor ) 
up over a mile here | Ist. No. 221298 (879.736) }) PENDEKAR 84 





oe 1 and its | seday. 2nd. No. 340a%7 (839.868) os (etd Led) 
Seeitbes Cocncer ck Aly eee 3rd. No. 425743 ($22,149) ahaa le git Rag 
ae An § rnment will ac- ways well ri with the Starters ($2,461 each): a a ee i 
ept me as a permanent resi pace Downing Street dart Nos. 246861 212709; a TOTE: $13: $8: $2 < 
og ; Sy ed tnrougn a gap on the 133490, 140440, 9 242533, FORECASD TOU. $10 


When told of this today | 390822, SLOBO4, 285911 

* From Page 18 mr. Hean, a Pen: ner aus at the top of the | Consolation ($1,328 
; ah, a Penang rubber Consolation ($1.328 ¢ 

Aub straight and drew away to each): Nos. ; Race Six 







































mitlionaire, said: ‘We will 5716 
He considered the matte! certainly welcome Joe Hock a comfortable win on a 267500, 109541, 334064, 
uch national import and help him to be- heavy track 111084 206054, IS7T185, mee sie 4 CUP 
l I all al ly yI ; ’ fe git y »” r« 97 > oon”? ss vT\ ] 1 MALI 
nee that it could not be come a Malayan citizen Cher Stable Feima 295291, 113582, 380344 M ud = M Gi 
eft to a departmental il He added that he could as- Franklin) proved much too’ =< ome! | P}) 41) 
liry alone sure Joe Hock of a job z00d tor lis rivals in the 53 6) DOWNING STREFI 
r 1 : <.% ; Nursery Stak f 1 1 yr 1686—-¢ Franklin 1 
The Chief Minister, TUN : - irsery Stakes for two-year 7) TOO MUCH MONE’ 
a i ; 1 : P “4 vt (i VEN VION Got ( ag ! 
LIM YEW HOCK. said that Disappointed olds, winning as he liked by carr 8.0 (355—219) Lumri § oung 8.4 a 
; ' x nett ’ . “y . (146% re | VW 
Mr. Lee Kuan Yew had said : : Bi: —— a 5 : (1) WIN TERDRINA 84 12) Brave General 
the motion for anh Inquiry Joe Hock 1 t resent bit Apprentice Sonny Ng gain (442 270) Donnelly 9 40) 123 f 
as unnecessary and that’ terly disappointed over a let- ©@ Mls frst succe at racing (8) IRISH WIT 8 12 10) Nazakat 7.11 
acts br ai : in 48 tey } ek ast ‘ ; +1, headquarters when he landed (588— 356) Gever 1f 1143-472 AY t 
he facts brought before the ‘er he received from the winiiwate a &l-lensth win.| (6) GANELON 7.12 (7) CANASTRA 8 
use were “nothing but an American Emt \ ix 1a NMEISMALe a I5-1€ igth win (242-165) tna. 4} ‘ NAS IRA } 
election stunt.” ago ner jn the 3.lo Winner trained by E. van _ oh aaeaae 
j ; : With Agne Slipper out ie cael PS aia (8) TOBASCO 8.0 
Mr. Lee Choon Eng, who He had been okit for- Grand C med ee a ee : Breukelen ) (197—132 Le 
1 3 fal : aie trie linge sdecte mand Coup was backed as an Won by 1 Time: Imi (14) RED SUNRISE 
had tabled the motion, felt ward to a seven-year term extra good thing in the Cl. 2,| 47 2/5  ( 4 eaadiee 
erv ctronelv about this dis ; a : [ieee “iS et P - Bye . PP Be ay K 
— wna igly about this di in a Texas university in Div. 1 mile handicap. He ne- TOTE: $25; $9: $13; $12 (1) MALAYAN GRAD! 
SULE medicine In Indone 1 he ver gave hi upporters an FORECAST TOTE: = $99 79 (409—282) 
It was true he did not had een told that the anxiou moment, winning Course scratching: Vital Chance (3) JACMAC 7.9 
ee ta , 
ke part in the debate at holarship would cover comfortably by 24 length Es (229 $2 1) ) 
, . . ae a ee: j \ , ) a — ll) YES DFAR 82 
e last meeting when Mr everythin Now the Ameri- It was a showery day and : Lik G8 
Lee Kuan Yew had pro can Embassy letter say it the going was officially des- Kace Three 112 Sereirie GOER te : 
» . io? i rt ei 1, j 
ed a commission of 1! is for tuition only, He would Ctbed as heavy LA DIN t (385—260 “Johnsen 
ury (into the alleged have to pav f board and SS 2, D a 3—6 FURS (2 SHAMROCK SLIPPI 
$500,000 account under Mr. lodging _ Race One rr ES ae ee. a 13 (435—254 Ba 12 
seiierhedaessn gales apansais Jo> Hock 1 with obviot CLASS 2, DIV. 4—6 FURS. 10) NUMISMATE One ; 
, 2 - i » aad sci) ) ra — 4 1 ¢ S 'o =~ tot qt id 
But Mr. Lee Choon Eng, lisappointment Kawatuan Stabl 8.12 carr 8.5 : (9) ON STAGE 89 
yne of the Government Beate Dee: 1) MORI 8.9 . at 399) Ng 1} (139-132 ee , 
f TTS: ; + ‘ 249 ) - 1) aa c 13 132) Vio 
ickbenchers id not know I 11) don have the 34% 24) eoug 1 (] yocmaytor 89 (Winner tratns . 
sbenc fi ie did “6 ae opicda Porn ie teh diet Jolly Master 89 (264—174) Dohelly 2] go een fn. 
true ac 5 or l¢ ase 1 ‘eee eee edly uerotey (176—152 Posner 2 (9) Copper Khan 81! a us nh by « 2 imme 
d he could not contri- sdancaecle ettling in Malaya )) Mutiara 8.11 (1242-406) Leman FOTE: $1 ¢ 
ite to the debate, the 353—172) Lemat 3 2) Window Test 19, 90, O10, $2 
ef Minister said Unbeaten 4) Wonder Gold 7.12 811 carr 84 FORECAST TOTE: $55 
3-143 Moon 4 20 1— 132 Lumri 4 Course scratehings 
T m » enid sé 1e } —— : if és ) Viool {2 1d2) Lum t delaid 29 
Pun Lim said: “The hon Joe Hock, has an unbeaten rITILINO 88 (11) NOW SHOWING 84 acelin 8.4 
irable Member for Tan reco} aver the Py ee 163—282) Ward 5 (371—232) Johnsor q 
ng Pagar (Mr. Lee Kuan |... 7 ig ae A -E ae ra ' SAN SIRO 9. (7) ROSE OF MALAYA 8.2 Race Seven 
Yew) had been literall Re eee a. ae aL eee ce ere 283—190) Donnelly 6 (724—446) Dragon 6 
ried away by his care- Renee BAe VERS Anes NORE THANKS A MILLION (4) DARK DUET 82 CLASS 2, DIV. 1—6 FURS 
€ss n the world’s” best players 12 (95 —86) Taylor 7 (272-208) Franklin 7| B.K.W. Kongsi 
5S ufter only three days of 7) WONDERLAND 8.11 car (5) EASY WINNER 38.11 6) BLACK GOLD 87 
He said: ‘If and when practice 34 (281—185) Nz 8 (769—378) Mawi 8 142-—449) Favier 1 
are in the Government ] GLORY 87 (6) METROSTAR II 86 (5) Kawanua 8&8 
e civil servants will have Oniy just ecovered from 24 151 Franklin 9 (334-228) Ward 9 1436—497 W 2 
ecrets from the Min 1 bout of influenza, Joe Hock 1) LOVER BOY 8.13 (8) SHABASH 87 4) Weedcote iion 94 
ters.’ nevertheless displayed 137—99 King 10 (369—-2461 Posner 1 08% 419 G 
i ' tye 6) CENTAUR 8.0 (3) GREY ELEGANCE %) Full House 88 
f i i lr rain - = 
- 277 34) Johnson, left, 0 8.4 carr 7.11 415 ‘2 4 
=e ; (Winner trained by Les (200—162) ibian 11 1) DON WAYNE 8 
Very clear He beat Ferry Sonneville) won by short head. “;. (12) CALVADOS 8.12 103 1 
In two set Sonnevilie said Time: Imin 18 (73—57) Ba tt 12 7) BESTCRETE 8 
ifterwards that Jce Hock TOTE: $37: $11; $17; $14 (Winner trained by Martin) 796— 44% I 
\ tor or fo nv op- FORECAST TOTE: $288 Won by 5's, %, neck Time 11) EMERALD BAY 8.7 
( articularly he sai nnent Course scratching: Poltentate, Imin 18 ' ; 
’ : om conte ad af t} ‘ shames 8.3 TOTE: $33, $10: $23: $10 3) NOBI ALBERT 8.7 
loc haad cian | ee a 2 : ; FORECAST TOTE: $371 412-274 Le 8 
ebate on the aliegeda ss | Kace Two Course scratchings:  Winlaton (2) FILM GOER 84 
losure in the Income lax + ° | 6 Brifen 35 2)3 - pa 
ee : : e iden 8: , 
epartment Crown land site CRASS 4) Bee Sk (10) HAPPY LIFE # 
oT . vay © : Slipper Kol ls (H95 Do. 
rhe kncone ts on . 0) POLLY SLIPPER #12 Race Four 9) OUR KINGDOM + 
very, very clear. 1ere sha f } P; rk a 1094—493 Leman 1 802 j 
be no disclosure to anyone, or aWKEC rs Rintane Timor ‘ CLASS 2, DIV. 1—1 MILE Winne 
not even to the Govern- R{ if 89 Taib 2 Se table Won b 
ment of the day.” SINGAPORE, Mar. 22 ‘\ 4) Sereen Play 89 GRAND COUP 812 18 3/5 
ee i ai ne iece f Crown land at the 1022—326) Ward 3 1621—429 Ward 1 rott j $ 
se went On 10 Feier | 15!. ms. Woodlands Road is }) Ricky IL 89 3) Nagrana 8.2 FORECAST Toit 134 
: itements made by Mr be utilised to accommodat 663—208 King 4 697-387) Mawi 2) Course scratehings 
a incis Thomas. nemkers the tural Board | (11) METEORITE II 84 ») Picture Tan TF 60 8.10, Mirzapen | A ( 
4 é “S iWwt Ii¢ mul > ( ( ; coe , 429 81) P, ‘ > 
é said Mr. Thomas ves- | ejded recent : 44 rage | 4 ‘her Tt ' 
s a ee ae a ent pee (2) LORD ARROGANCE (4) Sober Thought 9.9 + 
a made eertain ais The Boar ilso ivreed to 8 12 1892 410) ‘ Forte ; 682 156) D nelly 5 Race Eight 
t sing rem irKS . abou ] ue tall licence ] tead of (5 GREY COURT 7.12 (7) SO SORRY 8 
: manner in which the itinerant hawkel ence 165—139) Barratt 7 (518—335) Lemat CLASS 2, DIV. 2—6 FURS 
% ef Minister's Office (1) GEMBIRA 8.2 Mr. Yong Loon Chong 
5 t ited confidential docu- (261-—188 Ki f LADY JAMBO } 
nts 6 . « 6) SENANG HATI 87 1421-958 Ward 1 
| alaya is doing well to | «23538 200" || ORR 
I am not aware that we / ’ PERHAPS SO 8 425 i N 9 
re Nas peen any itakasbe 199 434) } itt a ] hair Nipper 
sf m my ofMmce ince it Wa ) \UTOMATION 8&2 101 166 Cha ) 
Ly i a 
; er ee attract investors’ ONGK : imei 
P r , : ; 9) HONGKONG HILI ; 1 Fr: 
’ rhe confidential registry - P . 2.7 80] ; DENTENTURII Hy ‘ 
ng his office was out of : 5 a = +0 at MA 
9 bounds to unauthorised | KUALA LUMPUR, Mar. 19.— were working hard on the Winner ine y PINTU MAS 8.9 
Ww . . , 
‘ nerson Malaya is doing “quite Government replanting W by 2 y eck Time 42 +2 P f 
If Mr. Thoma th anoht well” in attracting British schemes and commercial Imin 47 3 ‘68) FLOOI) HERO 8.12 
4 «Vii biOtilas LilOUstt . . . ° r ’ 212 @< eo . ‘ > . 
$ t had not been s« 4 investors, according to Sir organisatious were “start- oe: S13 se ’ 13 a carvaeen J 7 
Ale Ot ) 4 . . . : a _ $34 ( EFAPORT 867 
indeed surprising that Gilbert Laithwait, Perma- ing up in a biggish way’ Caurai ARE teh rps “+ yall K 2 
ind ising th 7 : me es: Aci 1 SF { 7 , 
had chosen the present nent Under-Secretary of to bring money and Bri- ner § Mont B II 8.2: Bara- COMAC 8¢ 
ment to divulge tl in State for Commonwealth tish technical skill into 8g 49 47, B t 9 
formation, just after he Relations, who flew into the Federation, i) LIGHT OF BURMA 
id resigned his minister Kuala Lumpur today, He stressed that it was up ce iV rr 89 
1 portfolio and crossed | Sir Gilbert, who is here for to people who wanted pri- Ra Five ON PAF P ' 0 
” ' . . ‘ . 4 Fe “ »» . 
the floor to the Opposition a “look around,” will visit vate investment to con- NURSERY STAKES—5 FURS de seas 2 gp ‘9 
nches Penang and Malacca he- vince investors that they Cher P ; PIZARRO 810 : 
Tun Lim said that Mr fore going to Singapore on _ were on to a good thing, re FEIMA 84 _ (602—248 Donnelly 12 
Thomas had hat every Mat 4. He continues his So far Malaya had done 1361—402 Franklin 1 {Winner trained by "Janie 
pportunity before f tour of Commonwealth “quite well” in attracting 8) Ja-ngan-la Say Die won | ‘. 3, 2. Time: im 
ringing the matter to hi countries on Mar. 25. British investors. said Sir 279—19 bite i ie TOTE: $1 
ed vs 7s . " ° > 4 > . 9 ) 
notice or to that of hi e- \it a press conference at the Gilbert who is to have Persian Hero ia P hen 
cretar But he had not airport Sir Giibert said discussions with the Fe- 1 4 heni 34 say.0! rome AST TOTE: $217 
done so British rubber industries deration Government. ; aR _991 pe ses ourse wen Mulia Setis 
‘ ~~ v¥ s og > ( ’ ) 
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Sterling rubbers busy 


By 


Our Market 


Correspondent 
SINGAPORE, Mar. 23. 


AST week on the Malayan Share Market it 
was sterling rubbers all the way with the 
bulk of business written in this section. 


The individual] 














less than 82 or a 52 per ¢ 

Practically all the locall 
listed erling rubber hich 
were increased t 44 GUT 
the period—-rose in price 

Phe re-occupatior t eC- 
tlor nh eve I ri ieved 
it he expenoe f he he yu 
th I 1 turr er \ ne! 

Substantial quantithe f Anglo 
Oriental changed hands on wide- 
pre demand and busine Wak 
aone p t 3 

Bukit Rajah m possible sale 
of the estate nsideration went 
to 4 ] 1, but later came off 
to 4 middie price 

Al rom nve nent buyin 
(the t teriing yleid now 
i H $ per cemt) there 4 a 

f f ‘ele! I aque 
ty er bid amd ¢ p . 

ne elleve 
tha t ] me { Si rt ive 
beer t hough 
there f mi} mer u 
{ er 

An ine f ser ent im the 
com! t market the mo- 
ment ere ne igt f thi 
might borin out f igitated 

‘ ® . 
Switching 

W ts obvious is that thi 
n ement in terling rubber 1s 
due nly t local operator 
buyir from Londor ich i n 
it ealt! 

t NI NOuld normaily In- 
vest in Singapore industrial are 
switching into sterling rubbers 
preferring a holding out of the 
Colony in which politics have be- 
come more threatening in the past 
Wee 

Surprisingly im thi nnection 
industrials were teady althougl 
oni 20) counter were dealt in 

Ihe index aried only betweer 
BE ) ! 86.47, the last the high- 
est f{ the week being achieved 
on ‘ I ( V the Gay of the 
gloomijest plognosticatior in the 
Asse! 

One I Na that balance 
shee ishe durin the eek 
were no i 
cunt 
yeu i 
to ho 


f have increased 


Fraser and Neave ords improved 


$i » done while Gammon were 
take n t $1.75 
Or turd mo! fraser 





and Neaves announced a first 





SINGAPORE March °% 


INDUSTRIALS 


Buyers Sellers 
t { 
a © x0 iyers) 
u 
4 + 
; ry 
, j x 
: x 
; 
‘ > be tr 
ro ry ishe 


counters 





dealt in numbered no 


‘nt rise on tne week. 





interim of 6 per cen na the 
er company Malayan Bre 12 
cent 
Straits Steamship Co. Ltd. for 
e year ended December 31 ireé 
t a dividend of 5 per cent 
m the new capital increased by a 
three for two issue. The previou 
“ar's dividend was equivalent t« 
8 per cent on the new capita 
3usine. Wa jone§ fru 63 
ents to €4 cents cd 


Uniteers 


Ihe United Engineers Ltd. fo: 








the ar to December 31 made a 
net fit of $739,375 (10.6 per 
ent after the deduction of pre- 
erence diviaend, compared with 
1.366.375 (19.6 per cent 

Transactior took piace at $] 
d nd 92 cents x all 


Life As 


Ihe Great Eastern 
surance Co. Ltd inne 


oral qiv.aend 





idend on the new 

ital is 24 per cent while last 
year’s dividend paid on the old 
the equivalent of 20 
cent on the present capital 
and Co. Ltd., who 
water to shipping in Sin- 
maae a net pro- 
for the year ended December 
$1,067,691 equal to 20.5 per 
ter tax or at least 34.1 per 
fore taxation 


The total! lit 


ipital wa 


W. Hammer 
upply 
rapore Harbour 
tit 





The 20 per cent distribution on 
a capital expanded by an_ issue 
four shows an in- 


of one for 


crease of point eight per cent over 
the 24 per cent paid in the pre- 
vious year On a smaller capital 


Liquidation 


Business was done at $1.55 cd 








Ihe Strait rimes announced a 
major reconstruction plan where- 
b shareholders would receive 
three shares in a Federation — re- 
riste company known as The 
Straits Times Press (Malaya) Ltd 
in exchange for every two dollars 
worth of stock In the present 
‘ompany 

At an extraordinary general 


meeting on April 7 shareholders 
will be asked to appoint liquida- 
tors and empower them to carry 
sut an agreement between the ol 
company and the new one 

Times Press 


a 


The Straits 
laya) Ltd- has an authorised capi- 


Wilkir n P 1 165 
W k ; 1.46 xa 
MININGS 

‘ ' ) 
\ x 
1 
\ x a) 
; 
XO 
4 4 f 
; 
i 49 
H 4 4/6 
i 4% 15 
3 13/6 i¢@ 
4 q/e 5 
i aco 
4 é 
¢ é 
i 4¢ 
i 
' 
14 ¢ 
4 ¢ 4% 
x 
4 4 
‘ 
Ls H 
y ¢ 
ve 
its Times Press Ltd oe e 


tal $15 miilion of 
$6,886,404 will be paid up 
The offer was well received and 
business was taken up to $1.77 
The annual report of Hume In- 
dustries (Far East) Ltd. for the 


which 





year to December 31 states that 
Lf in 1958 were approximately 
¢ ame level a n 1957. But 
tor the incre e ji company tax 
f ' pe cer 40 per ent 
he ur int ible f aistri- 
itio l ave peen about the 
me 
In lew of the necessity for 
makin bigger tax provision the 
directo: nad no option, but to 
recommend the payment of a low- 


r 
er dividend and the dividend for 
the year will amount to 9.6 per 


cent (after deduction of tax) as 
ompared with 11 per cent in 
1957 

The net profit before tax 
amounted to A£231,038 (16.2 per 
eent) compared with A£230,241 


rhe Oversea-Chinese Banking 
Corporation Ltd. for the year end- 
ed December 31 made a net pro- 
$3,866 564 or the equivalent 
of 25.8 per cent after taxation or 
it least 42 per cent before the de- 


fit of 








or the week 
higner 
B.B.P. 
C22. 


levels 





erds 





Fed. Disp. $1.07 +2 

Fitzpatricks 96 cts +- 1} cts 

F. & N. ords. $1.57!» 141% cts United Malacca for the year SHARE 

Gammon $1.76 +414 cts.| ending April 30 re ‘ r f ; 

G'town Disp. $2.12'. +4] cts.; interim of 5 nt Pre 

M. Collis aa 4 cts +41, cts.| total 10 per cent) BUSINESS 

Metal Box $1.51 +] ct The quotation remained un- J 

O.C_ BC. $21.25 +- $1.25 changed 

Steamers 64!» cts 31 cts index reached a new high The Malayan Share’ Brokers’ 

Str. Times $1.76'2 +1035 cts.; of 125.96 on Friday Association reported on Saturday 

Wearne $1.29 + 4) cts There were 26 price m ments (March 21): All sections ere 
xd W. Hammer, Malayan Ce- | against 25, only Mandai Tehong. quietly steady and the turnover 

ment, Robinson & Co., and x all; Mentakab, and Temerloh show was fail 

United Engincers ords. ; small losse Singapore brokers reported t 
With little movement in the Ay. Hitam $2.45 +22 cts. | following busines 

metal price tins were inclined to Ay. Molek $ i ) ct Industrials: Fed Disp. $1 

be steady with business written in, Ay. Panas ll ctS.| Fraser and Neave ords $1.57 ¢ 

25 counters compared to 27 Bassett 86 cts +7 cts.|(T, O), $1.59 cd: Gamn 
The todex rose slightly from | Bedferd $1.90 rs cts. ' $1.76) and 31.7 

100.90 to 101.07 on Thursday It Borelli $3.15 + 1K cts. | $1.12 D) 

closed the week on Friday at | Jeram $2.02 to cts.; cents; Straits 

101.04 Jimah 85 cts +- 10 CtS.| Traders $1.66 

92 cents x all 
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Kempas $1.97'2 +5 c* 
Kluang ords $1.95 1.9 p 
Lunas $1.35 + If 
Man. 
Tekong 87's cts 2! ( 
Mentakab $1.48 z 
N.S.0O.P. $3.30 +3 
The teadine wa reflect in N. Scudai $! Jo t i 
leaders s Austra Amal i — $139 +4 { 10 
__ rd me ved ge 1] (720 > Pajam $1,071. is 
"Petaling vent from $2.2 iso ery oe : 
$2.28. Sungei Way from $1.22 + iy ell os — = ah 
$1.26 to $1.2 i! Berjuntai ia: "OR ; pp 
Spear epee d . Se. Tukang $1.25 12 ‘ 
Sees nae = : Temerloh $1.4 
Wace hie — U. Benut 1 ) 
nl Saget ; ‘ Utd. Malacca $2.47 +5 
ras . ; Batu Lintang and Glenealy 
fia é ¢ _ Wit: the concent! 101 
oa we eve rive ere erlir rubbers overseas counters 
os = CSE nd place. Neverthele 
Ampat E j eee ; 
Berjuntai | i sek ale a ala 
Gopeng 1) ] } 3G : : 
Hong Fatt 72). ct —] ( 
K. Kampar 32 3d 
Petaling $2.28 +7 cts 
Rahman Hyd. 56 ct 14 cts OFFICIAL PRICES 
a Be Be boa ar tin rubber 
Sg "Besi ° ee ne jp 4) (per picul) (per Ib.) 
Ge. Bidor Sn cnA ; March 16 (404.75 89%, ets. 
ral Wa ey < wae 17) $404.50 90 cts 
Ss. y e120 t 2 S 18 $40 90%, cts. 
Takuapa Val 19s 6d 19 $403.62's 91 cts 
T. Harbour i2s. 9d li.d 2) §402.87'. 91. cts. 
Tronoh 9 B40 L.78 wistet E ; 
Mines 12s. 9 + 112d men ete 
xd Consol Tin and Talam. 








Local doliar rubbers came in for 


their fai f te 





Estales 


Glenealy 
Pajam 


erilr 
rwentv-nine F ranged The followir further 
hands against 24 rubber rops are notified 
Selangor Coconuts |e the ini Amalgamated Rubber 
with an i ease 45 cent t 677,299 lb 
$2.52 n € ice Aver Panas 89,900 Ib 
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STOCK INDICES 


Malayan Share Market: 








: Mar. 20) Mar. 19 
\ Industrials 86.34 86.47 
j Tins 101 04 101.07 
! Rubbers (8s 125.96 125.8 
Jan. 1 1958—1900 
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d 11 udu Road, Kuala Lumn: 
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